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LEARNING OBJECTIVES

After reading this unit, you will be bale to understand :

1. The essays of A.G: Gardiner, such as:
¢ On sayir}g please
e On courage
¢ All aboutadog

»  On catching the train y

f INTRODUCTION

Alfred George Gardmer (1865—1 946) was a British Joumahst and author, HlS
essays, written.under the pen-name Alpha of the Harrow, are highly regarded.
Gardiner was born in Chelmsford, the son of .a cabinet-maker and alcoholic. As a
boy he worked at the Chelmsford Annals and the Bourn mouth Directory, He
joined the Northern Daily Telegraph in 1887. In 1899, he was appointed editor of
the Blackburn Weekly Telegraph.

In 1902 Ritzema was named general manager of the Daily News. Needing an
editor, he turned to his young apprentice to fill the role. The choice soon proved a
great success; under Gardiner's dircction, it became one of the leading liberal
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journals its day, as he improved its coverage of both the news and literary matters
while evangelism against social injustices. Yet while circulation rose from 80,000
when he joined the paper to 151,600 if:’f‘!‘ 1‘997 and 400,000 with the introduction of a
Manchester edition in 1909, the paper continued to run at a loss. Though close to
the owner of the Daily News, George Cadbury, Gardiner resigned in 1919 over a
disagreement with him over Gardiner's opposition to David Lloyd George.

From 1915 he contributed to the Star under the mcogmto Alpha of the Harrow.
His essays are umformly elegant graceful and chuckle sore: His uniqueness lay in
hlS “abili 1ty4 to- teach“ the basw truths oﬁhfe il an-éasy-and’ Jocular manner,: The P111ars
of Socncty, Pebbles on the Shore Many Furrows and Leaves i in the Wmd are some
wi e Fm. ¢ 82
of his best known writings.
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ON SAYINGPEEASE

SRFYE G »
The young lift-man in a City office that threw a passenger out of hxs llﬁ the

other morning and was fined for the felony was undoubtedly m the wrong It was a
question of 'Please’. The complainant entering the lift,” sald 'Top The lift-man
demanded 'Top-please’ and this franchise being refilséd hé fof” only déclined to
comply with the instruction, but flinged the passenger out of the lift. This, of course
was carrying a comment on manner too far. Discourtesy is not a legal felony, and it
does not excuse smack and battery. If a burglar breaks into'my house and I knock
him down, the law will acquit me, and if I am physically smacked, it-will permit me
to reciprocate with reasonable violence. Tt does this because the burglar and my .
assailant have broken quite definité commands of the law, but no legal system
could attempt to legislate againstibad manners, or could deterrent the use of
violence against something which it does not itself recognize as a legally
punishable felony. And whatever our sympathy with the lift-man, we must admit
that the law is reasonable. It would never do if we were at liberty to box people's
ears because. we did not like their behaviour, or the tone of their voices, or the
scowl on their faces. Our fists would never be idle, and the gutters of the City
would run with blood all day. I may be as uncivil as ] may please and the law will |
protect me against violent retaliation. I may be haughty or boorish and there is no
penalty-to pay except the penalty of being written down an ill-mannered fellow.
The law does not compel me to say 'please’ or to attune my voice to other people's
sensibilities any more than it says that I'shall not wax my moustache or dye my hair
or wear ringlets down my back. It does not recognize the laceration of our
feelings as a case for compensation. There is no allowance for moral and
intellectual damages in these matters.

This does not mean that the damages are trinial. It is probable that the
lift-man was much more acutely hurt by what he regarded as a slur upon |
his social standing than hé would have been if he had aKick on the shins,
for which he could have got a legal redress. The pain of ‘a kick on the
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‘rus soon passes away but the pain of'a wound to our self-respect or our
1arcissi may poison a whole day. I can imagine that lift-man, repudiated
he ‘relief of throwing the author of his laceration out of the lift,
ncubating over the insult by the hour, and visiting it on his wife in the
rvening as the only way of re'storing his equipoise. For there are few
hings more catching than bad temper and, bad manners. When Sir
Anthony Absolute bullled Captain Absolute .the latter went out and
»ullied his man, Fag, whereupon Fag went out downstalrs and klcked the
rage-boy. Probably the man who said 'Top' to the 1ift man. Was, really
nly getting back.on hls employer who had, not, sald ‘Good mommg 10
m because he hlmself had been nagged at breakfast by hlS wife, o
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Jvhom the cook had Jbeen Impertment because the, housemald had'
answered her back‘ We mfect the world w1th our ill . humours Bad
nanners prubdbly do more. to poison the st‘geaxra of:_ the gen‘elr;:t,l life than
i the crimes in the calendar For one wife who gets a black eye from an't
)tHérWiSe good natur'ed husband there are 'a hundred' \'?th live aillife of
,annot ‘become the guardlan of-our- prlvate manners. No canon could
:over the vast area of offences and no court could administer a-law which
soverned our social civilities, our speech, the tilt of our eyebrows and all
nur moods and manners. )

But though we are bound to affirm tlrc adjudication against the lift-
nan most people will have certain sympathy with him. While it is true
hat there is "no law that compels uls,..:t;q;: say '-Plea;s:e’, there is a spcial
wactice much older and much more. sacred than any law which
\dmonishes us to be civil. And the first requirement of civility is that we
hould acknowledge a service. 'Please’ and '"Thank you' are the small
:hange with which we’ pay our way as social beings. They are the little
:ourtesies by which we keep the machine of life oiled and running
weetly. They put our intercourse upon the basis of a friendly co-
1peratibn an easy give and take, instead of on the basis of superiors
tictating to inferiors. It is a very tawdry mind that would wish to
.ommand where he can have the service for asking, and-have it with
villingness and good feeling instead of pique.

£
I should like to 'feature' in this connection my friend, the polite

.onductor. By this discriminating title, I do not intend to suggest a rebuke
o conductors generally. On the contrary, I am disposed to think that there are few
lasses.of men who come through the ordeal of a very trying calling better than bus
onductors do.. Here and there you will meet an unpleasant specimen who regards
he passengers as his natural enemies—as creatures whose chief purpose on the bus
3 to cheat him, and who can only be kept reasonably honest by a loud voice and an

elligerent manner. But this type is rare—rarer than-it'used to be. I fancy the public
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~ inconveniende, perhaps ‘of mlssmg your train or your engagement.

?

owes much to the Underground Railway Company, which also runs the buses, for
insisting on a certain standard of civility in its servants and taking care that standard
is observed. In doing this it not only makes things pleasant for the travelling public,
but performs an important social service.

It is not, therefore, with any feeling of unfriendliness to conductors &s a class’
that I pay a acclaim to a particular member of that class. I fifst became consciotis of
his existence one day when I jumped on to a bus and’found that | had 1éft' home
without any money'in my pocket. EvVeryone has had the experience and knows-the
feeling, the mixed feeling, which the discovery arouses. You are annoyed because
you‘look* like a'fool at'the best and like“a wretch at the worst. You would not be- at
—all surpnsed ifhé8onducior eyedwyou ‘coldly as much 45’10 say’! 'Yes T Know that

stale old"ffick: ‘Now then; off you get! And even if the conductor is. a good fellow

and lets* you down easily, you are’ faced with- the necessny of goLng back and'the
e T
L S ¥ oo HPE W S wr T 2 el B £ B s ie akn
Having. searched my. pockets in vain for vagrant coppers, and having found I
was utterly penniless, I.told the conductor with as honest a face as I could assume
that I couldn't pay the fare, and must go back for money. 'Oh, you needn't get off:
that's all right', said he. 'All right', said [, but.I haven't a copper on me." 'Oh I'll book
you.through,. he replied. "Where d'ye want.to go 7' and he handled .his bundie of
tickets with the air of a man who was prepared to give me a ticket for anywhere
from the Bank to Hong Kong. I said it was very kind of him, and told him where 1
wanted to go,-and as he gave me the ticket I said, 'But where shall I'send the fare?
'Oh, you'll'see me some day all right’; he said cheerfully, as he furned to go. And
then, luckily, my fingers, still wandering in the corners of my pockets lighted on a
shilling and the account was squared. But that fact did not lessen the glow of
pleasure which so good-natured an action had given me. ‘

L

A few days after, my most sensitive toe was trampled on rather heavily as I sat
reading on the top of a bus. I looked up with some anger and more agony, and saw
my friend of the cheerful countenance. 'Sorry, sir', he said. 'l know these are heavy
boots. Got'em because my ov(m feet get l;roci on so much, and now I'm treading on
other people's. Hope I didn't hurt you, sir,’ He had hurt me but he was so nice about
it that I assured him he hadn't. After this T began to observe him whenever I
boarded his bus, and found a curious pleasure in the constant good nature of his
bearing. He seemed to have an inexhaustible fund of patience and a gift for making
his passengers comfortable. I fioticed that if it was raining he would run up the
stairs to give some one the tip that there was 'room inside'. With old people he was
as considerate as a son, and with children as solicitous as a father. He had evidently
a peculiarly warm place in his heart for young people, and always indulged in some
merry jest with them. If he had a blind man on board it wasn't enough“to set him
down safely on the pavement. He would call to Bill in front to wait while he took

him‘across the road or round the corner or otherwise safely on his way. In short, 1
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yund that he irradiated such an atmosphere of good temper and kindliness that a
»urney with him was a lesson in natural courtesy and good manners.
: ﬁ__

What struck me particularly was the ease with which he got through his work.
“bad manners are infectious, so also are good manners. If we encounter incivility
108t of us are apt to become uncivil, but it is an unusually uncouth.person who can
e disagreeable with sunny people. It is with manners as with the weather. Nothing
lears up my spirits like a fine day',"said Keats, and a cheerfill person descends on

ven the gloomlest of us' with something of the benediction of 4 fine day.
¥ it I [hst frean A 13
And so it was always fine weather on the polite conductor's- bus, and his own.

vility, his. conciliatory address and good humoured bearing infected his
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assengers—-ln lightening-their-spirits-he lightened-his-ewntask, His: “gaiety Was Tiot

wasteful fuxury, but a sound investment./have missed him from my bus route of
te; but I hope that only means that he has carried his sunshine on to another road.
‘cannot- be too widely’ diffused in a rather drab world!Arid I'make no apologies for
ntmg a panegync on an unknown bus conductor If Wordsworth could gather
ssons' of wisdom from thé poor leech gatherer on ‘the’ lonely moor, T see no
ason'why'lesser people should niot take-lessons in*¢onduict fror one ‘who shows®
YW'a very modest calling may be dignified by good temper and kindly feeling.
Ay

It is a matter of general agreement that the war has had a petrifying effects
- yon those little every day civilities of behaviour that sweeten the general air. We
ust get those civilities back:if we are to make life kindly and endurable for each
her. We cannot get them back by entreating the.law.. The policeman is a necessary
'mbol and the law is a necessary institution for a society that is still somewhat
wer than the angels. But the law can only protect us against material attack. Nor
tll the lift man's way of meeting moral aspersion by physical violence help us to
store the civilities. I suggest to him, that he would have had a more subtle and
fective revenge if he had treated the gentleman who would not say 'Please' with
aborate politeness. He would have had the victory, not only over the ruffian, but
‘er himself, and that is the victory that counts. The polite man may lose the
atenal advantage, but he always has the psychical v1ctory I commend to the lift-

an a story of Chesterfield. In hlS time the London streets were without the asphalt
’ “today and the man who 'took the wall' had the driest footmg T never give the
il to a reprobate/ said a man who met Chesterfield one day in ‘the street. 'l always
', said Chesterfield, stepping with a bow into the road. I hope the lift man will

ree that his revenge was much more sweet than if he had hurl the fellow into the
ud.

" 'n Saying Please - Summary
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"Anyone can be heroic from time to time, but a gentleman is something which
you have to be all the time. This isn't €asy.” It is a general notion that we everyday
follow and accept the civil behavior, which not only sweetens the air. but also
generates a good 'social culture and' harmony. Saying a cool inoming to the people
we meet and being courteous, saying please etc, makes us much more accepted 'in-
? L4

the social circlé we move in. i

[}
Ay 13- u g e - T, ¥l
In order to get noticed one has to.generate a. positive soc:al outlook, making

life kindly towards others and tolerable for each other. The little courtesies, like

- 'Please’ and 'Thank you' are important today as one can get the service from across

the counters with-much ‘ease. On’the same it is that we:should be good modulated,
civil and- obliging and adroit”in order 10 adduce w1llmgness and good feelmg
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Perhaps these little sweet words are the oils or we should say emollient which

make file- life fnendly, cooperative,. €asy., give and take .and, always keep , the
machine of our life well. oiled and.running sweetly, wnthout any hassles. Good
Manners are. of great value in human life. Bad manners are not a legal, crime..But

I

-everybody; dislikes. ayman, with, bad rnarmer:sﬂr Small courtesies .win.us,a,lot, of of

friends. W_o_rgl_s Ilke_.plea.se’_" an__d 'thqx;k you' helps us in mak_mg our pa_ss’agf:‘_.through
life smooth. The law does not permit us to hit back if we are the victims of bad
manners. Butiif we are threatened with: physical violence, the'law permiits us some
liberty of action. Bad manners create a’ chain reaction. ‘Social practice demands
politeness from us. A:good mannered person will find that his banning becomes e
person will find that his-work becomes easier by the ready cooperation that he gets
from other.

ON COURAGE

1 was asked the other day totsend to a new magazine a statement as the event of
the war, which had made the deepest impression on me. Without hesitation I
selected the remarkable Christmas demonstrations in Flanders. Here were men who
for weeks and months paS‘i had been engaged in the task of stalking each other and
killing each other, and suddenly under the mﬂuence of a COmmOn memory, they
disavow the whole veracﬁy of war and declare the veracnty of brotherhood. Next
day they began kllhng each other again as the obedient instruments of govemments
they do not control and of motives they do not understand. But the fact remains. it
is a strut of light in the darkness, rich in meaning and hope.

But if [ were asked to name the instance of individual action which had most
impressed me I should find the task more difficult. Should I select something that
shows how war conscript, or something that shows how it exalts? If the latter I
think T would choose that beautiful incident of the sailor on the Daunting.




He had won by ballot a place in one of the boats. The ship was going down,
but he was‘to be saved. One pictures the scene: The boat is waiting to‘take him to
the shore and safety Hé looks at the old' coriiradés who have ‘lost'in-the ballot and
who'stand there doomed to death. He feels the passion for-life surging within him.
Heé sees the ‘cold, dark sea waiting fo swamp its victims. And in that great

- moment—the greatest moment that can come to any man—he makes the coriquest

And wnth that word—so heroxc m 1ts 51mp11c1ty—he makes the other take his. place '

in the boat and signs hxs own death warrant.

— e a . ot H

T see him onthe deck: among ‘his doomed fellows, \iiatchih'g the disappearing

boat until the final shove comes and'all-is over. The sea never took a braver man to"'
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- Can you read that story without some ruckus within you—without fecling that

humamty itself is ennobled bx thxségreat act, and that you,are,,in:some, mysterious
way, better for the deed? That s the. splendld frult of all such subllme sacrifice. It
enriches the whole human tamliy It;makes us,lift,our heads with prlde that we are_

men-—that there is in us at our best this noble glft:gg.jga[grgu_s;u_rlselﬁshqess,=.th1_s

glorious extravagance that spends life itself for something greater than life. If we
had met this-nameless sailor we should have' found him perhaps a*very ordinary
man, with plenty of failings, doubtless, like the rest of us, arid without any idea that
he had ‘in-him the priceless jewel beside which crowfis and tiaras are empty
gimmick. He was something greater than he knew., *

) =y
How many of us could pass such a test? What should I do? What would you

do? We neither of us know, for we are as great a. mystery to ourselves as we are to
our neighbours. Bob Acres said he found that "a man may have a deal of fearless
mass m him without knowmg it," and it is equally true that a man may be more
c}ucken hearted than he himself suspects. Only the occasion discovers of what stuff
we are made-—whether we are heroes or cowards, saints .or sinners. A blustenng

manner will not reveal the one any more than a long face will reveal the other.
[ . vf n
The merit of this sailor's heroism was that it was done with calculation— in

cold blood, as it were, with that "two-o'clock__—in—the-mpqll_'mg courage" of which
Napoleon spoke as the real thing. Many of us could do brave things in hot blood,
with a-sudden rush of the.spirit, who would fail if we had time, as this man had, to
pause and think, to reckon, to doubt, to grow cold and selfish. The merit of his deed

is that it was an act of physical courage based on the ‘higher quality of moral
courage.

Nor because a man fails in the great moment is he necessarily all a coward.
Mark Twain was once talking to a friend of mine on the subject of courage in men,
and spoke of a man whose name is associated with a book that has become a
- classic. "I knew him well,", he said, "and I knew him as a brave man. Yet-he once
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did the most cowardly thing I have ever heard of any man. He was in.a shipwreck,
and as the ship was going down he seized a lifebelt from a woman passenger and
put it on-himself. He was saved, and she was drowned. And in spite of that frightful
act I think he. was not a coward. 1 know there was not a.day of his life afterwards
when he would not willingly and in cold blood have given his life to recall that

shameful act,”, P

T thi§ case the failure was not in ‘ioral courage, bt in’ phySical c'our“a'g'e; He
rwas demoralized by the ménace, and’ the physwal coward came uppermost If he
had had time to recover his moral balance he*wolld'have died ari Roriourable death.
It is no uncommon thlng for a man-to have in him the elements both of the hero-and
the coward You remember that delightful remark of Mrs. Disraeli, one.of the most

-—
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characteristic—of - the_.many..pecultarT.saymgs_atmbuted..to_that-strange woman.: |

"Dizzy," she said, "has wonderful moral courage, but no physmal courage. [ always
have to pu!l the string of his shower bath." Ui a capllal 1llust1 ationi of that squabble
' of ' the ‘coward'and ‘the ‘brave man that takes place in’ most of is. Dlzzys moral
courage' carrled ‘him t6'the bath, but't thete hig" physxcal courage falled him. e couild
not pull the strmg that administered*thé cold- shock. ‘The bathroomf is'rich in such
-secmts, and: life teems with' them shy et O e s | L

ior T S e P A "

The true hero is he who unites the two qualities. The.physical element is. the
more plentiful. For one. man who .will count.the, cost of; sacrifice and, having.
counted it pay the price with unfaltering heart, there are.many.who will:answer the.
sudden call to meet menace with prompt confrontation. The courage that snatches a
comrade from under the guns of the enemy or a child from the flames is, happily,
not uncommon, It is inspired by an incitement that takes menout of themselves and
by a certain $pirit of challenge to fate that every one with a sporting instinct loves
to take. But the act of the sailor of the daunting was a'much bigger thing. Hére was
no thrill of chivalry and no sportin’g tisk. ITe dealt in cold ccrtaintics: th *hoat and
safety; the ship and deathi; his life’ ‘or the other's. And he thought of his comrade's
old parents at home and chose death. ¥

It was a great end. | wonder whether you or I would be capable of it. I would
give much to feel that I could answer in the approbative—thiat I could take my
stand on the spiritual plane of that unknown sailor. * '

“r

ALL ABOUT A DOG

It was a bitterly cold night, and even at the far end of the bus the east wind that
raved along the street cut like a knife. The bus stopped and two women and a man
got in together and filled the vacant places. The young woman carried one of those

- little Pekinese dogs that women like to carry in their laps. The conductor came in
and took the fares. Then his eyes rested with ¢old malice on the béady-eyed lap-
dog. I saw trouble fermenting. This was the opportunity for which he had been
waiting, and he intended to make the most of it. | had marked him as the type of

- -




rhat Mr. Wells has called the Resentful Employee, the man with a great hazy
isservice against everything and a particular disservice against passengers who
ame and sat in his bus while he shivered at the _doog';

"You must take that dog out,’ he said with sour bane. "I shall certainly do
'othing of the kind. You:can take my name and address," said the woman, who had
vidently expected the challenge and ‘knew the reply, "You must take that dog
ut—=that's my orders." "I won't go -on-the top-ini such weather. It would:kill me,"
2id the-woman, "Certainly not,” said her lady companion:"You've got a cough as’
'i5." *It's ‘nonserise," said her male:companion. 'I'he ‘conductor.pulled the bell and
1e°busistopped, " This bus:doesn't go until that dog is-brought-out.” And'he stepped
nito’' the pavement and waited:*It:was his moment of conquést.-He had the law.on
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is side and thewholSbusfial of angry people under.the torments Hisenvenom soul -

7a§ havinga real holiday. The storin inside rose high, "Shameful"; "Why isn't, he
r'the’aimy?":"Call the police}; "L'et's all report iim; "Let's make-him give us:our
irés'back,” For everyboay was on'the 'side of the. 1acly, and:the dgg‘ A pdmmn £

i % . ¥
That hltle dl'llmdl sat blmkmg at the d1m llghts m happy unconscnousness ; of the

rore, of whlch he was the cause. .The conductor came to: ‘the door "What's your
umber‘?' “said one, takmg out a pocket book with a indication of terrible things.

There's my-number,” said the conductor nonchalant. "Give us our fares back—
| ouve engaged. to carry us— you can't leave us here all -night." "No fares back,"
| 11d'the conductor. Two or-three passengers got out and disappeared into the night.
| he conductor took another turn on the pavement, then went and+had a-talk with: the
river. Another bus, the last-on the road, sailed by indifferent to the shouts of the
assengers ‘to stop. "They stick by each other—the villains" .was the comment.
omeone pulled the bell violently. That brought the -driver round .to the door.
Who's conductor of this bus?" he said, and-pauséd: fora reply. None coming, he
rturned to his seat and resumed beating his arms acrosg his chest. There -was no
ope- in that quarter. A policeman strolled up and looked in at the door. An deluge
f mdlgnant protests and appeals burst on Him: "Well, he's got his rules, you know,"
¢ said,genially. "Give your name and.address." "That's what he's been offered, and

g, won't take it. " "Oh," said the policeman, and he went away and took his stand a -

w yards down the street, where he was joined by two more constables. And still
e little dog blinked at the hghts and the conductor walked to and fro on the
1vement like a captam on the quarter -deck in the hour ‘of v1ctory A young
‘oman, whose voice had risen high above the squall insidé, descended on him with
17air of thréatening and annihilation. He was immovable—as cold as the night and-
; hard as the pavement. She passed on in a fury of infecundity to the three
olicemen, who stood like a group of carving up the street watching the drama.
hen she came back, sniffs gesticulated to her young man who had sat a silent
itness of her craze, and evanesce. Others followed. The bus was emptying. Even
ie dashing young fellow who had demanded the number, and who had declared he

R

-
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. triumphant while-his conduct was savagely.discussed in his face by:the stub. of the

- entered the bus: When:the engine was;put right.the conductor.came back and pulied

would see this thing through if he sat there all night, had taken an opportunity to
slip away.

Meanwhile the Pekinese party was passing through every stage of resistance to
abject -surrender. "T'll go on the top," said the lady with the dog at.last. "You
mustn't.” "I will." "You'll have pneumonia.” "Let me take it." "Certainly not"—she
would die with her. dog. When she had disappeared up the stairs, the conductor.
came back, pulled the bell, and the bus. went on. He stood-glumly conquering

party. Then the engine;struck work and the conductor went to the help of-the driver.
It was.a long:job, and .presently the lady: with- the dog: stole. down the stairs and re-
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~the bell: -\['he_mlii's_‘-'éji'ej-fell’"cjn?the,?d_og;and'_hig‘hand;went_to.ithe?be}_i%rpp(rggaiq:’[-‘hc,—

¢
%

got my rules," sald thc conductor to'T me ‘when 1 'was the last passenger Teft behind.

. for I am in the humour for writing. Do you know what it is to be in the humour for

¢ struggle.re:commenced with all the-original features—the; conductor walking the,
pavement, the driver, spanking:his-arms on the box, the little-dog blinking at.the

driver looked around; "the conductor. pointed to- the dog, the bus stopped,-and the

llghts, the lady decIanng that she would not go on the top— and fmally going. "I've

He haci won n his' v1ctory, ‘but felt that he“would Tike to _]IJStlfy hxmself to "somebody.
i

"Rules,-;". I.said;. "are necessary-things, but there are \rules and.rules. Some are
hard.and-fast rules, like:the rule.of the road, which cannot-be broken without danger
to life and limb. But some are-only.rules for.guidance, which you can apply or wink
at, as cornmon sense dictates— like the rule about the dogs. They:are not a scourge
put in-your hand to scourge your passengers. They are meant to be observed in the
spirit, not in the letter—for the comfort and not the discomfort of the passengers.
You have kept the rule and broken:its spirit. You want to.mix your rules with a
little goodwill and good temper.” He took it very well, and when I got off the bus
he said 'Good night* quite amiably.

ON CATCHING THE TRAIN

Thank heaven! I have caught It ...'T 'am in a cotner seat, the compartment is not
crowded, the train is about to’start, and for an hour and a half, while we jangle
towards that haven'of reclusion on the hill that I have written of ambicedently, T can
read, or think, or smoke, or sleep, or talk, or write as I ¢hoose. I think T will write,

writing—to feel that there is a head of steam somewhere that must blow off? It isn't
so much that. you have something you want to say as that you must say something.
And, after all, what does the subject matter? Any peg will do to hang your hat on.
The: hat is the thing. That saying of Rameau fits the idea to perfection. Some one
was asking that great composer if he:did not find difficulty in selecting a subject.

-

—r -




"Difficulty?. A subject?" said Rameau. "Not at all. One subject is as good as
another. Here, bring me the Dutch Gazette."

’ vy R

That is how I feel now, as the lights of London fade ifi our wake and the .fresh
air of the country blows in at the window. Subject? Difficulty? Here bring me the
Dutch Gazette. But while any subject would serve there is one of particular interest
to me-at this. moment. It came into my mind as I ran along the platform just now. It
is the really important subject of catching trains.- There are some-people Who._make
nothing of catching trains. They can catch trains with as miraculous an ease as
Cinguevalli catches-half-a-dozen billiard-balls. I-believe they, could.catch trains in
their sleep. They are.never,too early and:never too:late.. They leave home or office
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with arquiet-certainty -of doing the thing. that is simply stupefying. Whether they
walk, or take a bus, or call a taxi, it is the same: they do not hurry, they do not
worry, and when they ﬁnd they are in time and that there's plenty of room they
mgnlfegt 10 Surprise. o S bt s e
X I} M ¥

['have in mind a man with whom I once went walking. among the mountains on
the' French-Italian border. He was enormously particular about trains and
arrangements the day or the week before we needed them, and he was wonderfully
efficient at :the job. But as the time approached-for catching a train he.became
exasperatingly calm and leisured. He began to take his time over everything and to
concern himself with.the arrangements of the next day or the next week, as though
he had: forgotten all about the train that was imminent, or was careless whether he
caught it or not. And when at last he had got to the train, he began to remember
things. He would stroll off to get a time-table-or to buyta-"boek-;'?'or. to look-at.the
engine-—especially to look at-the engine. And the nearer the minute for starting the
more absorbed he became in the mechanism of the thing, and the more animated
was his explanation of the relative merits of the P.L.M. engine and. the North-
Western engine. He was always given up as lost, and yct always stepped in as the
train was on the move, his manner exasperate unrufﬂed, his talk pursumg the quiet

tendency of his thought about engines or about what we should do the week after
next.

Now [.am different. I have been catching trains all my life, and all my life 1
have. been afraid [ shouldn't catch them, Familiarity with the habits of trains cannot
get rid of a secret persuasion that their aim is to give me the slip if it can be done.
No faith in my own watch can affect my doubts as to the stalwart of the watch of
the guard or the station clock or whatever deceitful signal the engine-driver obeys.
Moreover, I am oppressed with the possibilities of delay on the road to the station.
They crowd in on me like the ghosts into the tent of King Richard. 'I‘here may be a
block in the streets, the bus may break down, the taxi-driver may be drunk or not

- e
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know the way, or think I .don't know the way, and take me round and round the
squares as Tony Lumpkin drove his mother round and round the pond, or—in fact,
anything may happen, and it is never until I am safely inside (as 1 am now) that 1
feel r_ealliy_ héppy.

LT3

‘Now, of course this is a very absurd weakness. 1 ought to be ashamed to
confess it. 1 am ashamed to confess it. And that is'the advantage of -writing under a
pen: name. You-can:confess anything you like, and nobody thinks any the worse of
you: You ease your own compurction, have a goal delivery. of your failings—look
them; so to:speak, straight in the face, and pass sentence.on:them=—and still-enjoy

__the luxury ‘ofshotibeingtfound -out. ‘You have:allitheradvantages of a conviction
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without the nuisance of the penalty. Decidedly, thistwritingiunder:aspen‘name is a
great alleviation of the soul. .3 - & R

RS FLADF o feen | B e
It reminds me of an occasion on whxch I Was cllmbmg thh a famous rock

i

_ climber. I do not mind confessing (over my pen name) that [ am not good on rocks.
« My -companion on the rope kept addressing me-at:critical moments by the name of
" Saunders. My name, I rejoice to say; is-not:Saunders, and' he knew it-was not

Sauiniders, but he had to call'me something, and in the excitement of the moment
could think of nothing but Saunders. Whenever: ['was:slow in-finding.a*handhold-or
foothold; there would come a blaring instruction. to Saunders.to feel to:the right or
the left, or higher up or lower down. And T-remember that I-found it a great comfort
to know that it-was not I who was so slow; but that fellow. Saunders. I.seemed to
see him as a arduous, vain person who would-have been: better employed at home
looking after his hens. And so in these articles, I seem again-to be impersonating
the ineffable Saunders, of whom I feel at liberty to speak plainly. I see before me a
long vista of self-revelations, the real title of which ought to be "The Showing Up
of Saunders.™ 1

But to return to the subject. This train-fever is, of course only a sym;:tom It
proceeds from that aglfa of mind that is so common and incurable an ailnent. The

- complaint has been very well satirised by one who suffered from it. "I have had

many and severe troubles in my life,” he said, "but most of them never happened.”
That is it. We people who worry about the trains and similar things live in a world
of imaginative disaster. The heavens are always going to fall on us. We look ahead,
like Christian, and see the lions waiting to guzzle us, and when we find they are
only poor imitation lions, our apprehensive imagination is not set at rest, but '
contrives other lions to scare us out of our wits. o

- 1 . ' -.-h
And vet intellectually we know that these angst are worthless. Experience has
taught us that it is not the things we fear that come to pass, but the things of which




we do not dream. The bolt comes from the blue.. We take intricate pains to guard
our face, and get a thump in the small of the back. We propose to send the fire-
engine to Ulster, and tum to see Europe in flames. Cowper put the case against all
"fearful saints” (and sinners) when he said:
The clouds ye so 1rpuch dread
Al S ha
Are big with mercy, and will break

-

With blessings on your head.

It 1s the clolids you don't dread that quagmlre you! Cowper knew ‘for he too

—__was, an anxmus .mortal, and it.is.only.the. a.nxlous mortaluwho really.lmows the full—

-

¢ 1.
folly of hlS aglta A
« N Ty
«Now, save:once, 1 -have never lost a train in my life. The exception was at

»-Calais when-the Brussels-express did, in defiance of the time-table, really give me
and others the slip, carrying with it my bag containing my clothes.and the notes of a

+ most.illuminatingslecture: I .chased that.bag;all:through- Northern-France. and.

Belgium, inquiring at wayside stations, wiring to junctions, hunting among the
mountains of luggage at Lille.

Y £

.It.-was at Lille that—But the train is slowing down. There is the slope of the
hiliside, black against the night sky, and among the trees I see.the glimmer of a
light beckoning me as the lonely lamp in Greenhead Ghyll used to beckon
Wordsworth's Michael. The night is full of stars, the landscape glistens with a late
frost: it;will be a jolly two miles' panhandler to that flare on the hill.-

ON THE RULE OF THE ROAD

Essays of A.G. Gardiner

A stout old lady was walking with her basket down the middle.of a; street in
Petrograd to the great confusion of the fraffic and with no® small jeopardy to
herself. It was pointed out to her that the pavement was the place for pedestrians,
but she replied: Tm going to walk where I like. We've- got liberty now.' It did not
oceur to'the dear old lady that if liberty sanction the pedestrian to walk down the
middle 6f the road, then the end of such' liberty would be universal chaos.
Everybody would be getting in everybody else's way and nobody would get
anywhere. Individual liberty would have become social nihilism.

There is a danger of the world getting liberty-drunk in these days like the old
lady with the basket, and it is just as well to remind ourselves of what the rule of
the road means. It means that in order that the liberties of all may be preserved, the
liberties of everybody must be reduced. When the policeman, say, at Piccadilly
Circus steps into the middle of the road and puts out his hand, he is the symbol not
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of despotism, but of liberty. You may not think so. You may, being in a hurry, and
seeing your car pulled up by this impudence. of office, feel that: your liberty has
been outraged. How dare this fellow impede with your frec usc of the public
highway? Then, if you are a reasonable person, you will reflect that if he did not
interfere with you, he would interfere with no one, and the result would be that
Piccadilly Circus would be a vortex that you would never cross at ail. You have
submitted to a curtailment of private liberty in order that you may:enjoy a social
order which makes your liberty a reality. /

., (g 4o
leerty is not a personal affalr only, but a social contract It is an
accommodatlon of interests. In matters, Whl"'h do not touch anybody elscs liberty,

66 Non-Fictional Prose

of course, I may be as. free as 1 like, IF 1 choose to 20 down the road 13 a dressmg
gown who shall say me denial? You have liberty to laugh at me, but I have hbcrty

“t6'bé indifférént to you.'And if I have a’fancy for dyeing my hair; or waxing my
‘moustache (which heaven' forbid), or wearirig'an ‘overcoat and-sandais;or going to

bed-late or-gettirig-up early, I shall follow my fancy and ask-no man's:permission. 1

shall'not inquireiof you whether I:may-eat mustard with-my-mutton.-And-you.will

not ask me whether you may follow:this religion or that, whether you may prefer
Ella Wheeler Wilcox to Wordsworth, or champagne to shandy. X+ «

In’all these and a thousand other details you and I please ourselves and ask no
one's-leave. We have a whole kingdom in which we rule -alone, can- do what we
choose, be wise or hilarious, harsh or easy, conventional or odd.. But directly we

step out of that kingdom, our personal liberty of action becomes:qualified by other

people's liberty. I might like to practice on the conduit from midnight till three in
the morning. If I went on to the top of Everest to do it, 1 could please myself, but if

- I)'i:lo it in my bedroom my family will object, and if I do it.out in the streets the
. neighbors will remind me that my liberty to blow. the conduit must not interfere

with their liberty to sleep in quiet. There are a lot of people in the world, and I have
to Lodge my liberty to their liberties. 4

Ly 1

We are all liable to forget this, and unfortunately we are much more consctous
of the imperfections of others in this respect than of cur own. A reasonable
consideration for the rights or feelings of others is the foundation of social conduct.

It is in the small matters of conduct, in the observance of the fole of the road,
that we pass judgment upon ourselves, and declare that we are civilized or
uncivilized. The great moments of heroism and sacrifice are rare. It is the little
habits of commonplace intercourse that make up the great sum of life and sweeten
or make bitter the journey.




“h v = | SUMMARY
Gardiner has another title also to distinction. Under the pen-name of "Alpha of

.t!f-f: Plough" he wrote a series of essays in the well-known London’ weekly, the Star.
Thesé are now available' in book-form™as Eeaves_in the Wind, Many Furrows,
Pebbles on the Shore, and one or two others. His style in tEEsE'iS“bewitching. If, as
an editor, he is not in the same street with Massingham, as an essayist he is not, to
be perfectly candid, in the same class as Robert Lynd and J. B, Priestley. It was he,
however, who helped Lynd ("Y. Y." of the New Statesman) on to his present
position. He was among the first to discern Lynd's genius and, having done so,
appointed him as the Literary Editor of the Daily News. Though, as I have noted,

Essays of A.G. Gardiner

- he-is-not,-as-an-essayist,-of-the-same-caliber-as-Lynd-he-occupies-a-unique-position:
nonetheless. As C. E. Montague observed, "A range of mountains may not be the:
Alps, and yet have a career.” Second-class essayists, like “A.G.G.”, have also a
special niche in the temple of fame.

KEY WORDS:

1. Assault : An attack, which includes not only battery threats but the actual use
of violence.

2. Burglar : Thief who breaks into houses shops etc with the intention of
stealing,

3. Haughty : A high opinion of oneself and often a low position of others.
4. Panegyric : A speech or piece of writing praising someone highly.

5. Resentful Employee : A worker who is full of complaints/grievances.

REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. Discuss the importance and effect of good manners.

2. Discuss the impact of good temper and kindliness on the society in the Light of
the two good-mannered conductors.

3. How could the liftiman take a polite and effective revenge?

4. How does the stream of general life get polluted by one's behaviour?
5.  Write down the sulﬂmary of the essay, "On Catching the Train".

5. According to A.G. Gardiner, Who is a gentleman?

7. What are the important courtesies of human beings?

B. Describethe incident of the sailor in Formidable.

9, Whois considered to be the Resentful Employee?

10 How the rules should be followed among the public?
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lNTRODUCTION

s1 Bertrand Arthur Wllllam Russell (18’}'2 1970) was a Bl’ltlsh phllosopher I
loglclan-, essayist and- social-critic best known-for his work in mathematical I logic
and analytic philosophy. His most influential contributions-include I his defense of

. logicism, the view that mathematics is in some important sense reducible to logic,
his refining of the imply calculus introduced I by Gottlob Frege, which still forms
the basts of most contemporary I logic, hlS defense of heutral doctnnc (the view
that the world consists of just one type of substance that is neitHer excluswely
mental nor excluswely physwal), and his theories of définite descnptlons and

logical atomlsm Along with G.E. Moore, Russell is generally recognized as oné of
ot &
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the founders of modern analytic philosophy. Along with Kurt Gedel, he is regularly
credited with being one of the most important logicians of the twentieth century.

Over the course of his long career, Russeil made significant contributions, not
just to logic and philosophy, but to a broad range of subjects including education,
history, political theory and religious studies. In addition, many of his writings on a
variety of topics in both the sciences and the humanities have influenced

generations of general readers . .
e ., ' 4 I" ~ { ) W

. After a hfe marked by, controversy, mcludmg dlsmlssals from ‘both - Trinity
1College, Cambndge, and Cxty College, New York‘ Russell was: awarded the Grder
of Merit in 1949 and the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1950.. Notedzfor.hls many
—spirited-anti-war-and-anti-nuclear-protests;~Russel!-remained-a=prominent«public—|
figure until his death-at the age of 97: By pmm v
R o

PHILOSOPHY AND POLITICS

- "‘ .

The British are distinguished among the natlons of modern Europe, on the one
hand by the excellence of their philosophers, and on the other hand by their
contempt for phllosophy In both respects they show their wxsdom But contempt

- for philosophy, if developed to the point at which it becomes systematlc is itself a
ph11050phy, it is the philosophy which, in America, is called mstrumentahsm I
_ .shall that phllosophy, if it'i ‘is bad phllosophy, may be dangerous, and therefore
deserves that degree of negatwe respect which we accord to lightning and tigers.

What positive respect may due to ‘goo’ phllosophy I will leave for the moment an
open question.

The connection of philosophy with politics, which is the subject of my lecture,
has been perceptible in Britain than in Continental countries. Empiricism, broadly
speaking, is connected with liberalism, but Hume was a Troy; what philosophers
call 'idealism' has, in general, a similar connection with conservé.tism, but T.H.
Green was a Liberal. On the continent distinctions have been more clear cut.

~ Kings, who.genuinely believe in the Divine government of the world, and in a
system\of' Tewards and punishments in the next life, feel themselves-not omnipotent,
and not able to sin'with indemnity. This feeling'is expressed by the King in Hamlet,
when he contrasts the inflexibility of Divine justice with the acquiescence of
earthly judges to the royal power. ,

Philosophers, when they have tackled the problem of preserving social
consistency, have sought solutions less obviously dependent upon dogma than

~ those offered by official religions. Most philosophy has bee a reactlon (against
_ skepticism; it has arisen in ages when authonty no longer sufficed to produce the
. socially necessary mlmmum of belief, so that nominally rational arguments had to
be invented to secure the same result. This motive has led to a deep insincerity
infecting most philosophy, both ancient and modern. There has been a fear, often




mconscrous, that clear thinking would lead to nihilism, and this fear has led
)hllosophers to hide'i 1n mlsts of fallacy and obscurity.

There have, of course, been exceptions; the most notable are Protagoras in
elic, and Hume in modern times. Both, as a result of skepticism, were. politically
onservative."Protagoras:did not know whether the : gods existed, but'he held that
n-any case they ought to'be-worshipped. Philosophy, according to him, had nothing :
difying -to teach,.and for the survival of morals we must relyyupon. the
houghtlessness of the majority and their willingness to- believe what they had been

au ght Nothmg, therefore, must be done to weaken the popular force of tradition
L LT eTFgsyn. T o» PR ¢ RS o ok

re« The .3ame sort of thing, up to a point, may_-be-_sald-aboutrHume..Aﬂer.settmg !
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“orth~his"skeptical conclusions; which; e admits; are: tot-such as;men can»;llv_e_-,by,:
te passes on to a piece of practical advice which, if followed, would -preve_nt§
nybody. from:reading:him./Carelessness and inattention,he says, 'alone;can.afford »
1s any remedy: For .this- reason I rely, entirely upon. them. He,does -not;in :this ,
:onnection, set forth his reasons for being a Tory, but it is obvious that 'carelessness

nd mattentron while they may lead to accessron 1n the status c1rcumstance,‘

annot, ¢otj omtiy unaided, lead a than 10 advocate this or that scheme of teform.
TR ir s F RIGTE

Hobbes, though less skeptrcal than Hume, was- equally persuaded. that
rovernment is not of divine origin, and was equally led, by the road of disbelief, to
idvocacy of extreme conservatism, ;

E

Protagoras was 'answered' by Plato, and Hume by Kant and Hegel. In each
‘ase fhe philosophical world heaved a sigh of relief, and refrained from examining
00 nlcely the 1nte11ectua1 vahdrty of the 'answer’, whlch in each case had polmcal
s well as theoretical consequences -though in the case of the 'answer' to Hume it
vas ot the Liberal Kant but the reactlonary Hegel who developed the political

onsequences.
W & o~

But therough-going skeptics, such as Protagoras and:Hume, have never been
nfluential, and have served chiefly as bugbears to be used by reactionaries in
~ rightening people into matlonal dogmatism. The really powerful adversanes
gamst whom Plato and Hegel had to contend were not skeptrcs but quackery
democritus in the one case and Locke in the other In each case empmcrsm was
ssocrated with democracy arid with & more or less servicéable ethic. In each’ case
he new philosophy succeeded in presentmg itself as nobler and more profound
han the philosophy of pedestnan common sense which it supplanted. In each case,
n the name of all that was most sublime, the new philosophy made itself the
:hamplon of injustice, cruelty, and opposxtron to progress In the case of Hegel this
\as come to be more or less recogmzed in the case of Plato it is still somethmg ofa
aradox, though it has been bnlhantly advocated in a”recent book ?y Dr, KR
- opper.
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-poetry ‘'of Licretius is not easy; it is almost asif we had'to’ reconstruct-Plato-from

Plato, accordmg to Dlogenes Laetrius, expressed the view that all the books of]
Democritus ought to be burnt. His w1sh was so far fulﬁlled that none of the writings
of Democritus survive, Plato, in his Dialogues, never mentioned him; Aristotle
gave somé account of his doctrines; Epicurus vulgarized him; and finally Lucretius
put the doctrines of Epicurus into verse: Lucretius just survived, by a happ
accident. To"'ﬁbonstruct Democritus from the controversy of Aristotle and the

Locke's refutation’ of innate ideas and -Vaughan's 1 saw eternity. the other’ night',
Nevertheless enough can be done to explain and‘condemn Plato’s. hatred- - ¢ titir

EOT . s LT L G M
Democrltus is ch1eﬂy famous as (along w1th Leucnppus) the founder of

atomism, whrch”“he- advocated- in#spite "of the ‘objections . of metdphytol(.ldub -
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‘objections *which ~werc: topeated T By~ theirSuccessors idownsTtomand includin
‘Descartes - and <Leibhiz. His atomism, however, was only part of his+general
‘-phitlosophy.sHe.was: amaterialist,ta:determinist;: asfree.thinket;ta :serviceable .wh

‘disliked* all>'strong passions, ;a believer ‘in evolution,'both astronomical an
‘biological: tf* x4 4 R TSN .

. g Ei) e T BN - iy
lee the: men, of srmxlar opmlons in the eighteenth century, Democrltus was a

fervid democrat 'Poverty ina democracy, he says, 'it as much to be preferred t
what-is called prosperity under totalitarian -as ‘freedom. is to slavery'. ‘He*was
contemporary of'Socrates and*Protagoras, and a:fellow-townsman ofitherlatter;.h
flourished during the early years of the Peloponnesian“war,_but:may have die
before it ended. That war concentrated the struggle that was_ takmg plac
throughout the. Hellemc world between democracy and coercion. Sparta stood fo
coercion; 50, dld Plato's family and friends, who were thus led to becom
fraternizer. Their treachery is held to have contnbuted to the defeat of Athens Afte
that defeat, Plato set to work to sing the praises of the v1ctors by constructmg
Utopia of which the main features were suggested by the constitution of Sparta
Such, however, was his artistic skill that Liberals never noticed his reaction
tendencies until his disciples Lenin and Hitler had supplied them with:practica
exegesis.’ - .

That Plato s Republlc should have been admired, on its polltlcal srde, by decen
people, is perhaps the most astonishing example of llterary snobbery in all histo
Let us consider a few points in this totalrtanan tract. The main purpose o
educatlon, to which everything else in subordinated, is to produce courage in battl
To thlS end, there is to be a rigid censorship of the- stories told by mothers an
nurses to young children; there is to be no reading of Homer because that degrade
versifier makes heroes lament and gods laugh the drama is to be forbidde
because it contains villaing and women; musw is to be only of certain kmds whic
_m modern nmes would be 'Rule Bntanma and ‘The BI’ltlSh Grenadlers" Th
government is to in the hands of a small coercion, who are to practice trlckery an
lying - trickery in manipulating the drawing of lots for dysgenics purposes an




1bor'1te lying to peravade the populatlon that" there are biological dlffelences
=tween the upper and lower classes Fmally, there is to be large-scale infaniticide
hen children are born othefwisé than as 4 result of governmental chlcancryl.ng in
ie drawing of lots. mteom

d

Whether people are happy in thls commumty does not matter we dé told for
{cellence re31d.es in the whole not in the parts PIato s cny i a copy of the etemal
ty lald up in heaven perhaps m heaven we shall en]oy the’ k.md of éxisténde it

>t !“\r -

ifers \ us, but if 3 we do not enj oy it hiere on ‘earth, so much the Worse for us. S
P o i HT wooae T & fadae LN %

This system. de__r1ves its potent:force. from the marriageiofiaristocratic:prejudice
1d 'divine philosophy"; without the latter, its. atrociousness-would be obvious. The
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ic"talks about thegoodrand ihic-imchanging . makesit:possible o luliihe;reader.

ito accession in the doctrinc that the wise should rule, and that their. _purpose

wuld be to preserve the status quo as the ideal state in heaven does. To every man :

?tfon‘g polltical convictions - and the "Greeks has amzfzﬂg’l)? fye‘hgement pohtical ;

1ss1ons it is obvmus that ‘the good‘ are those of hlS own’ party, and that 1f they

)uld establlshr the consntutnon they desxre no further change would be nece_ssary ;
£ 2 LR el

3 Plato thought but by con%eahng hlS thought ina metaphysmal thist hie E{ave 1_t an
ipersonal and disinterested appearance which deceived the world for ages“ RE
The ideal of steady perfectton which Plato derived from Parmenides and
nbodled in his theory of 1deas is one which 1s now generally recogmzed as
appllcable to human affans Man is a restless "animal, not content, like the boa'
nstrictor, to have a good meal once a month and sleep the rest of the time, Man
seds, for his happiness, not only the enjoyment of this, ot that, eloquence
»nsistent in prospering, not in having prospered' Afnong modern phtlosophers the
eal of unendmg and unchangmg ecstasy has been replaced by that of evolution, in
hich there is supposed to be an orderly progress towards a goal which is Baever
lite attamed or at any rate has not been’ attamed at the time of wrltmg This change
* outlook is part of the substltutlon of’ dynamncs for statics which began w1th

ahleo, and which has 1ncreasmgly affected all modem thinking, whether scientific
pohtlcal

B i i
Change is one thmg, progress is another. 'Change’ is scientific, 'progress’ is
hical; change is indisputable, whereas progress is a matter of controversy. Let us
rst consider change, as it appears in science.

Until the time of Galileo, astronomers, following Aristotle, believed that
rerything in the heavens, from the moon upwards, is unchanging and
corruptible. Since Laplace, no planets, we now believe, the companion of Sirius,
e 'dead’; they have at some time undergone a: holocaust which has enormously
minished the amount of light and heat radiating from them.

Horns were self-subsistent and not merely an idea in the Divine Mind. When
¢ think we think about Cape Horn, what happens in Reality is that the Absolute is
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aware of a Cape-l-lomy th&oughta’lt really does have such a thought or rather such
as. aspect of the one thought that it trmelessly thmks and 1s, and this is the only
reallty that belongs o Cape Horn. But since we cannot reach such helghts, we are
doing our best in thmkmg of it in the ordinary geographrcal way.

But what some one may say, has all this to do with politics? At first sight,
perhaps, not very much To Hegel however the conne(r:;tton is obvrous IIt follows
from hlS metaphysrc that true llberty corns;s_ts in Iobedlence to an arbttrary authortty,
that free speech 1s an evnl that absolute jnonarchy is good that the’ Purssran state”
was the best exlstmg at the timé when he wrote, the war is “good, and that an
international 'organization: for the. peaceful séitlement: of -dispites: would. be a
misfortune: ‘It is:just-possible: that some: my readers may not seerat:once how these.

——
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* consequences-follow;iso [*hope’ I may:be pardoned-for’ sayinga'few. wordsTabout ther
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Although trme 1s unreal the senes of appearances whxch constrtutes hlstory has
a”gurflous relatron to Reahty l-legel drscovered the nature of Reahty by a purely
logtcal process called the 'dralecttc whrch consrsts of d1scover1ng contradrctlons 1n
abstract 1deas and correctmg them less abstract. Each of these abstract 1deas 1s
conceived as a stage in the development of 'The Idea, the last stage being the

'Absolute Idea

ST a4
Oddly enough for some reason whlch Hegal never dlvulged the temporal

process, of hlstory repeats the loglcal development of the dlaiectrc Iti mlght be
thought, smce the metaphysw professes to apply to all Reahty that the' temporal
process which parallels it would be cosmic, but not a bit of it; it is purely terrestnal
confined to recorded hlstory, and (mcredlble as this may seem) to the history that
Hegel happened to know Different nattons at different times, have embodled the
stages of the Idea that the dialect had reached at those studies. of Chma Hegel
knew only that it was, therefore China illustrated the category of mere bemg Of
India he knew only that Buddhists beheved in Nlrvana therefore India 1llustrated
the category of nothmg The Greeks and Romans got rather*further along the hst of
categorres but all the late stages have been left to the Germans, who, since the time
of the fall of Rome, have been the sole standard - bearers of the, Idea, and had
already in 1830 very nearly realized the Absolute Idea: ™

To ahy ohe who still cherishes the hope that r,r_1_an~is a more or less rational
animal, the success of this farrago of nonsense must be astonishing. In his own day,
his' system was accepted by almost-all academically educated young Germans,
which is perhaps definable by the fact that it flattered German self-esteem. What is
more sirprising is its success outside Germany. When I was young, most teachers
of philosophy in British and American universities were Hegelians, so that, untit:1
read Hegel, 1 supposed there must be some truth in his system; 1 was cured,

{
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however, by discovering that everything he said on the philosophy of mathematics
was ‘plain nonsense.

Most curious of all was his effect on Marx, who took over some of his most
fanciful tenets, more particularly the belief that history develops according to a
Ioglcal plan, and is concemed like the purely abstract dialectic, to find ways of-
av01d1ng- self—contradlctxon ‘Overa large part of the' éarth's surface you will be
liquidated if you questlon this dogma, and eminent Westein men‘of science, who
sympathise pohtlcally with Russia, show their sympathy by using' the word

‘contradiction’ in ways that no self-respecting logician can accept. e
Fooalk A L BT PR S L . wooTi A I P L
In-tracing.a connection between the politics and the metaphysics of a man like.
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- —Hegal;-we:must content; ourselves-with-certain- very;general’ featiresof hlS practical’

programme. That Hegel glorified Prussia was somethmg of an accident; in his.
earlier years he ardently admired Napoleon, and only became a German patriot
when he became an employee of the Prussian Staté. Even i the' latést form: of his
phllosophy of Hlstory, he still mentions A]exander Caesar, and Napoleon as men
great enough to have a nght to consider themselves’ exempt from the 1 oblxgatlons
of the moral’law. What i§ phllosophy constrained’ Him'to admire was ot Germany'
as against France, but order, System, regulation, and intensity of goVernmental
control his deification of the State would have been just as shocking if the State
concerned had been Napoleon's despotism. In his own opinion, he knew what the
world needed, though most men did not; a strong government might compel never
do. Heraclitus, to whom Hegel was deeply indebled, says: ‘Every beast is driven to
the pasture with blows. Let us, in any case, make sure of the blows; whether they
lead to a pasturage is a matter of minor importance - except, of course, to the
'beasts’.

It is obvious that an autocratic system, such as that advocated by; Hegel or by
Marx's present day disciples, is only theoretically justifiable on a basis of
unquestioned dogma. If you know for certain what is the purpose of the universe in
relation to human life, what is going to happen, and what is good for people even if
they do not think so; if you can say, as Hegel does, that his theory of history is 'a
result which happens t6 be known to me, because I have traversed the entire field' -
then you will feel that no degree of oppressmn is too great, provided it leads to the

goal. The only philosophy that affords a _tl_leorencal justification of democracy and

that accord with democracy in.its temper of, mind is empiricism. Locke, who-may
be regarded, so far as the modern world is concerned, as the founder of doctrine,
makes it clear how closely this is connected with his views on liberty and
toleration, and with his opposition to absolute monarchy He is never tired of
emphasizing the uncertainty of most of our knowledge, not with a skeptical
intention such as Hume's, but the intention makin'g men aware that they may be
mistaken, and that they should take account of thls possibility in all their dealings
with men of opinions different from their own. He had seen the evils wrought, both

e, LB s — ad
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it was these countries that were the chiampions-of Liberalism and:thé leaders in

by the enthus1asm of the sectarles, and by the. dogma. of divine right of kmgs, o
both he opposed a gradually and patchwork polmcal doctrme to be_ tested at each
point by its success in practice.

What may be called, in a broad sense, the Liberal theory of politics is a
periodic product of commerce. The first. known example of it was in the Ioman
cities of Asia Mmor which lived by tradmg with Egypt and Lyd1a When Athens
long ecllpse, L1beral 1deas revwed in the Lombard cltles of the Mlddle Ages, and__
triumphed in Italy untxl theyawere extmgulshed by the Spamards in the s;xteenth_
century. But the Spamarcls falled to reconquer Holland or to vanqu1sh England and

76 Non-Fictional Prose

~ commierce in the"’seventeenth TCeRtuTy ~In our-day- ‘thig-1eadershipThastpassed-to: the:

. how they are held; instead of being held pontifical, they are held tentatively, and

Umted Stafess 3 ™ 3 gWAESW: 0 BS per MR A T
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«The reasons »for the connect1on of commerce w1th Lnberahsm o218, obv1ous

Trade brmgs men- 1nto contact w1th tnbal customs dltferent from thelr ow:n and in |
$0. domg destroys the dogmatlsm of the untraveled. The relat1on of buyer and seller_
is.one’ of negotiation: between two- parties: who are both free Aty 1s most proﬁtable\_
when the buyer or seller is able to understand the pomt of v1ew of the other party.

There is, of course, tmpenahstlc commerce Where men are. found to buy the point
of the sword; but this is not the kind that generates Liberal, phllosophles which
have ﬂourtshed best m tradmg c1t1es that hzave wealth without much mllltary
strength. In thc present day, the nearest analogue to the commermal cmes of relic
and the middle ages is to be found in small countries such as Sw1tzerland Holland
and Scandinavia.

The Liberal creed, in practice, is one of live-and-live, of toleration and
freedom so far as public order permits, of moderation and absence of zeolotry in
political programmes Even democracy, when it becomes zealous, as it did among
Rousseau's disciples in the French Revolutlon ceases to be Liberal; mdeed a
fanatical belief in democracy makes democratlc institutions 1mpossnble as appeared
in England under Cromwell, and in France under Robespierre. The genume leeral
does not say 'this is true’, he says [ am inclines to think that under present
circumstances this opmlon 1s _probably the best‘ Arid it is only. 1 in | ' this hmlted and
undogmatic sense that he will advocate democracy

What has theoretical philosophy to say that is relevant to the rationality or
otherwise of the Liberal outlook?

The essence of the Liberal outlook lies not in what opinions are held, but in

with a consciousness that new evidence may at any moment lead to their
abandonment Thls is the way in which op1n1ons are held in science, as opposed to
the way in whlch they are held in theology. The decisions of the Council of Nicaea




are still authoritative, but in science fourth-century opinions no longer carry any Essays of Bertrand Russell
weight. In the USSR the dicta of Marx on dialectical materialism are- so
unquestioned that they help to determine the views of geneticists on how to obtain
the best breed of wheat, though elsewhere it is thought that experiment is the right
way to' study such problems, science is factual, tentative, and indulgent; all
immutable precept is unscientific. The scientific outlook, accordingly, is the
intellectual counterpart- of what is, in the practical « sphere, the - outlook of
Liberalism, Locke, who first developed in detail the empiricist theory -of
knowledge, preached also: religious toleration, representative: institutions, and the
llmltatlon of govemmental ‘power by the system of checks and balance. Few of his

2
:ioctpnei were‘ new, but he developed them in a welghty manner at Just the mongent
: 3 ) 1 o 3' * 2

»when e,Enghsh government was prepared to. accept them h
______ S pri eSS

: Since,s broadly speaking, -the distant consequences of actions are- more
ancertain:than: the :immediate consequences, it is seldom-justifiable- to: embark on
- anyipolicy on the ground that; though harmful in the present,.it.will be. beneficial in
“'he.long run: This principle, like all others held by empiricists, must not:be held
absolutely, there are cases where the future consequences of one policy.are fairly
[ sertain and very pleasant, while the present consequences of the other, though not
1greeable are easily endurable. This applies, for instance, to saving food for the
)vmter, mvestmg capital in machinery, and so on. But even in such cases

.ncertamry should not be lost sight of, During a boom there is much iivestment
' ha* turns out to have been unprofitable, and modern economists recognize that the
/1abit of i'nvesti};lg rather than consuming may easily be carried too far.

k]

o

‘It.is commonly urged that, in a war between:Liberals.and fanatics are sure to
vin, owing-t0 their more unshakable belief in the righteous of their cause. This
selief dies hard, although all history, including that of the last few years, is -agauist
t. Fanatics have failed, over and over again, because they have attempted the

possnble or because, even when what they aimed at was possible, they were too
msc1ent1ﬁc to adopt the right means; they have failed also because they roused the
1ost111ty of those whom they wished to coerce. In every important war since 1700
he more democratic side has been victorious. This is partly because democracy and
:mpiricism (which are intimately interconnected), do not.demand a distortion of
acts in the interests of theory. Russia and Canada; which have somewhat similar
limatic conditions, are both interested in obtaining better breeds of wheat; in
-anada this aim is pursued experimentally, in Russia by interpreting the Marxist
scripture. '

Systems of dogma without empirical foundation, such as those of scholastic
heology, Marxism, and fasc}sm, have the advantage of producing a great degree of
ocial coherence among their disciples. But they have the disadvantage of involving
ersecution of valuable sections of the population. Spain was ruined by the
Xpulsion of the Jews and Moors; France suffered by the emigration of Huguenots

-
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after the Revocation of the Edict of Nantes; Germany would probably have been
first in the field with the atomic bomb but for Hitler's hatred of Jews. And, to
repeat, dogmatic systems have the two further disadvantages ‘of involving false
beliefs on practically important matters of fact, and Qf rousing violent hostility in
those who do not share the zealotry in:question. For these various reasons, it is not
1o be expected: that, in the long run, nations addicted to a do gmatic philosophy will
have the advantage over those of a more empirical temper. Nor issititrue that dogma
is necessary for social coherence when social coherence is called for; no nation
could have shown more of it that the British showed in 1940. 3 nos

Docmne, fmally, is to be commended not only on the ground of 1ts gredter

Cade T

- e
truth “but also on ethncal grounds Precept demands authonty, rather than mtelhgent
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(hought, as the source of opinion; it rcqulres persecutlon i of Hereftlcs and-he ‘hostility” to-“'
unbelievers;. it-asks of its disciples that-they shéuld inhibit natural-kindliness in

favour .of -systematic :hatred:. Since  argument.is - not recognized:as: a-means . of
arriving at truth, adherents.of rival dogmas have:no method:except war by means.of

which to reach-a-decision. And war, in our: scientific age; means;-sooner or later;~
universal death:. . ™

H

A | conclude that, in our_ day as in the tlme “of Locke, empmctst leerallsm
(whlch is not incompatible w1th democratlc socnallsm) is the only philosophy that
can be adopted by a man who, on the one hand, demands some scientific evidence
for hlS beltefs and, on the other hand, desires human happmess more than ther
preponderance of this or that party or creed. Our confused difficult world needsl
various things if it is to escape disaster, and among these one of the most necessary
is that, in the nations which still uphold Liberal beliefs, these beliefs should be
wholehearted and profound, not-apologetic towards. dogmatisms of the Lell, but
deeply persuaded of the value of liberty, scientific freedom, and mutual endurance.
For without these beliefs life on our politically divided but technically unified

planet will hardly continue to be possible. * #:]
Summary A

Through this essay, 'Philosophy and Polities’, Russell found that the idealist
doctrine was directed against liberty and progress. Any deviation in the individual
from the normal pattern alarms the idealists. He says that they fail to see that 'a
good community does not spring from the glory of the state but from the unbridled
development of individuals'. The idealist doctrine has no respect for the dignity of
human beings. Russell attacks Hegel's philosophy of corporative state saying that,
'such philosophies are tricks for justifying the privileges of the holders of power,
and that whatever our politics may be, there can be no valid argument for an
undemocratic ethic.’

Laissez-faire liberalism has also been denounced by Russell. He finds that-the

wealthy few by virtue of their wealth took the control of the state in their hands,




thus Lalssez-falre meant Ilberty to the cabalistic class only Russell observes thatfit

had a mmtaken idea of freedom it instituted the deapotlsm of the fortunate over the

- g B |
unfortunatc - * o
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" Change is one thing;;progress is another. "Change" is scientific; 'progress” is
ethical; change is unarguable, whereas progress is a-matter of controversy.

After ages dunng “which the earth produced harmless tnlobrtes and butterflles,
evolution progressed to the pom't at which it generated Nerob, Genghla Ixhans, and
Hitler. This, however, is a passing nightmare; in time the earth. will become again
incapable of supporting'life, and:peace will return. AT S £ Buad Ty

\ The essence of the Lrberal outlook lles not m what opn:uons are held,_but.m_

how they are held mstead of bemg held pOI’ItIﬁClal they are held temporally, and

w1th a’ conscrouqncss that “néw *evidence ™ may al any moment lead to their
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Mankmd ever since there have been crvrllzed commumtres have been tackled
with problems of two different kinds. On, the one¢ hand there has been the problem
of mastering natural. forces, of acquiring the knowledge and the skill required to
produce tools and weapons and-to encourage Nature in, the production of useful
animals and. plants This problem, in the modern world, is dealt with by science and
scientific technique, and cxpcricnce has shown, that in order 1o deal with it
'adequa_tely it is necessary to,train a large number of rather narrow specialists.

But there is a second problem, less precise, and by some mistakenly regarded
as unimportant - I mean the problem of how best to utilize our command over the
forces of nature. This includes such burning issues .as democracy versus
dictatorship, capitalism versus socialism, international regime versus cosmopolitan
nihilism anarchy, free speculation ;versus, disciplinarian. On such ,issues the
laboratory can give no decisive guidance. The kind of knowledge that.gives most
help in solving such problems is a wide survey of human life, in the past as well as
in the present, and an appreciation of the sources of misery or contentment as they
appear in history. It will be found that increase of skill has not, of i'ts_elf,__in_s_'ured any
increase of human happiness or wellbeing. When men first learnt to cultivate the
soil, they used their knowledge to establish a cruel cult.of human, sacrifice. The
men who first tamed the horse employed him to pillage and. enslave peaceable
populations. When, in the infancy of the industrial revolution, men discovered how
to make cotton goods by machinery, the results were horrible: Jefferson's
movement for the freeing of slaves in America, which had been on the point of
success, was killed déad; child labor in England was developed fo a point of
appalling cruelty; and ruthless hegemony in Aftica was stimulated in the hope that
black men could be induced to clothe themselves in .cotton goods. In our own dayr a
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combination of scientific genius and technical skill has produced the atomic bomb,
but havnng produced it we are all terrified, and do not know what to do with it.
These instances, from widely different penods of history, show that something
more than skill is required, something which may perhaps be called 'wisdom'. This
is- something that must be learnt, if it can be learnt, by means of other studies than
those required-for scientific technique. And it is something more needed now than
ever. before, because the rapid growth of technique has made ancient habits of
thought and actlon more deﬁcnent than in any earller ttme

L s i T
.* 'Philosophy' means:'love of w1sdom, and philosophy in this sense is what men
must obtain if tho new powers invented by technicians, and handed:over by them to

be f}%unted by ordmary men and womer, are, not to Jab mankmd mto an_awful
¥ VA, £
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t . . .
. should be made easy for a young man who knows Ho Greek to acquire through

i

same thlng gs the phtlosophy of spemallsts Not only in phllosoph}?, but in, all
branches of academic study, there is a distinction between what has cultural value
and what is only of professional interest. Historians may debate what happened to
Sennacherib's' unsuccessful expedition of 698:BC, but those who. are ‘not-historians
need not know the difference ‘betv/een” 1t and his successful expedmon three years
ciitlier. Profésional ‘Grecians fmay usefully’ “diséuss'a’disputed reading ifi’ a play of
Aeschyliss, but'sich matters are not for the man-who' wishes, in spite of'a busy life,
to acquire some-kiiowledge of what the Greeks achieved. Similarly ‘the men who
devote their lives to philosophy must consider questions that the general educated
public'does right to‘ignore, such as the differences between the theory 'of universals
in Aquinas and-in Dun$ scouts; or the characteristics that a languagé must have if it
is to be able, without falling into nonsense, to say things about itself. Such
questions belong to the technical aspects of philosophy, and their discussion cannot
form part of its contribution to general culture.

convulslon But th%'ﬁhllosoph—that shoul’d be a part of general edtit;atioTn‘IS'not the—

Academic education should aim at g’iving, as a restorative of the adeptness
which iricrease of knowledge has made unavoidable, as much as time will permit of
what has cultural value in such studies as history, literature and philosophy. It

translations some understanding, however inadequate, of what the Greeks
accomplished. ‘Instead of studying the Anglo-Saxon kings over and over again at
school, some attempt should be made‘to give a epitome of world history; Bringing
the problems 'of our own day into relation ‘with those of Egyptian priests,
Babylonian kings, and Athenian reformers, as well as with all-the hopes and
despairs of the intervening centuries. But it is only of philosophy, treated from a
similar point of view, that I wish to write.

Philosophy has had from its earliest days two different objects, which were
believed to be closely interrelated. On the one hand, it aimed at a theoretical
understanding of the structure of the world; on the other hand, it tried to discover
and inculcate the best possible way of life. From Heraclitus to Hegel, or even to

o i s e




Marx, it consistently kept both ends i in v1ew, 1t wag neither purely theoretical nor Essays :,fgmm,,d Russell
purely practical, but sought- a theory of the universe upon whloh to bes; a pracglcal

ethic,
i P +

Philosophy has thus been closely related to scietice on the one hand, and to
religion on the other. Let us consider first the relation to science. Until ‘the
eighteenth century selenoe was included in what was oommoniy called phllOSOphy,
but since that tlme the word phllosophy has been cramped “on its theoreticel side,
to what is more hazardous and general in the tOplCS with which solence deals It is
often sa1d that phllosophy is unprogresswe, but this IS largely a verbal matter as:
soon 45 a wey is found of amvmg at deﬁmte knowledge on some anc1ent questlon,

*-the—new lmowledgeﬂrcounted“erbeloﬁgﬁ"*to* solenoe' and"" "h"TéE@H?"ls
underprlvﬂeged of the credit. In Greek times, and down to the time of Newton.
tellunan theory belenged fo philosophy because it was unoertain and Speoulatwe,
but Newton took the eubject out of the realm of the free play of conjeeture. and
mede 1t ote requmng a d1fferent type of sklll from that which it had required when
it was still open to ﬂmdamental doubts Aneximender, in the snxth eentury BC had
a theory of evolutton, end mamtained that men are deseended From fishes, ’Thls ‘was '
phtlosophy because it was a speculation unsupported by detalled ewdence, but
Darwin's theory of evolution was sclence, because it was based on the succession of
forms of lifa as found in fossils, and upon the dlstrlbutlon of ammals and plants in
many parts of the world. A man might say, with enough trith*to justify a joke:
'Science is what we know, and philosophy is what we don't know", But it should be
added that philosophical speculation as to what we do not yet know has shown
itself a valuable preclude to exact scientific knowledge. The guesses of the
Pythagoreans in astronomy, of Anaxitnander and Empedocles in biological
evolution, and of Demoeritus as to the atomic constitution of matter, provided the /
men of science in later times with hypotheses which, but for the philosophers,
might never have entered their heads. We may say that, on its theoretical side,
philosophy consists, at least in' part, in the framing of large general conjecture
which science is not yet in-a position to test; but-when it becomes possible to test
the conjecture they become, if verified, a part of science, and cease to count as
‘philosophy', x

-

The utility of philosophy, on the theoretical side, is not confined to
speouletions which we may hope to see conflrmed or confuted by sclence within a
tneasurable time. Some, men are so impressed by what science knows that they
forget what it does not know others are 30 much more interested in what it does not
know than in what it does that they belittle its achievements, Those who think that
science is everything become smug and conceited, and decry all interest in
problems not having the circumscribed definiteness that is necessary for scientifie
treatment. In practical matters they tend to think that skill can take the place of
wisdom, and that to kill each other by means of the latest technique is more

- 'progressive, and therefore better, thal to keep each dther alive by old-fashioned
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methods. On the other hand those who pooh -pooh scrence revert, as a rule, to some
anctent and perrnctous superstltlon and refuse to admtt the immense mcrease of
human happiness which scientific techmque if w1de1y used, would make posstble
Both these attitudes are to be abhor, and it is philosophy that shows the nght
-attitude, by. making clear at once the. scope and the limitations of* scientific
-lcnowledge o ) t

. - " LY

Leavmg asrsde, for the moment -all questtons that have to do w1th ethtcs or w1th
values there are a mnnber “of purely theorettcal questlons, of perpetual and

RO Y LS T K. A
passwnate mterest whlch scnence is unable to answer B3 any: rate at present Do we
R h};l P“n' IL § I
"“survive death ‘tln any sense and if 80, do we survwe for'a trme of for ever‘»’ Can
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lominate matter or does matter completely domlnate mmd or' has each

perhaps, a certain hrmted mdependence‘? Has the unlverse a purpose‘? Of is it drwen

i
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blmd necessrty‘? Or 1s_tt a mere dlsarray and _;umble in whlch the znatt}gﬁ laws

S ISTED "! U

that we thmk We. tmd are‘%‘;aly a phantasy generated by our; g!wn love of order'? If "
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the}'e isa cosmlc ‘scheme, has life more nnportance in 1t than z;‘strongmy Yvould Iead
f T ry IR bt il
us to suppose or is our empha51s upon ltfe mere provmctajl;sn} a"nd self-
tw g gt
1rnportanee‘? 1 do not know the answer. to these unStIOIlS, and I do ot belleve that
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anybody else' does, but 1 think hiuman hfe ‘would be penunous if "they were
L3RR P

forgotten or lf deﬁmte answiers were accepted wrthout adequate ev1gence To keep

allve the mterest m such questlons, and to scrutlmze suggestéd answers is one of

the functlons of phllosophy NSk
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Those whc have a passion for quick returns:and for an-cxact balance sheet of
effort and reward may feel impatient of a study which cannot, in: the: present state:of
.our knowledge, -arrive. at certainties; and: which encourages what may be: thought
the time wasting occupation of inconclusive meditation on insoluble problems. To
this view I cannot inany degree grant. Some kind of philosophy is:a'necessity to all
but the most thoughtless, and in the absence of knowledge it is: almost -sure to be a
silly philosophy. The result of this is that the human race becomes divided into rival
groups of sectarian, each group firmly coax that .its own brand of nonsense is sacred
truth, whilesthe:other side's is.donnish blasphemy. Arians and Catholics,.Crusaders
and Muslims, Protestants and disciple of the Pope, Communists.and.Fascists, have
filled large parts of the last 1,600 years with futile strife, when a little philosophy
would have shown both sides in all these dtsputes that neither had any good reason
to beheve 1tse1f in the nght Assertivendss is an enemy to peace, and an 1nv1ncnble
‘barrier to democracy In the present age, at least as much as in former times, it is
the greatest of the mental impediments to human happmess

The demand for certainty is one which is natural to man, but is nevertheless an
intellectual vice: If you take your children for a picnic on a doubtful day, they. will
demand a peremptory answer as to whether it. will be fine or wet, and be
disappointed in you when you cannot be sure. The same sort of affirmation 18
demanded, “in -later life, of those who undertake to lead populations into the

Qo Ty *-'*'*-=.=" LR W Ry megpent o =S by Jerrioleerses




erars, what-mmlsters -to-our- self esteem, and—scronMAny one-of-these—causes-may

0
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With this prov1so let us see what philosophy has' to say on the subject of
integrity. !

i W

To begin with the intellectual virtues: The pursuit of philosophy is founded on
the belief that knowledgé is good, even if what is known is painful. A man
impregnated with the philosophic spirit, whether & professional philosopher or not,
will wish his beliefs to be as true as he can make them, and will, in equnl measure,
love to know and hate to be in error. Thls prmctple has a wnder scope than may be
apparent at fi rst sight. Our beliefs spnng from a great vartety of causes ‘what we
were told m youth by parents and school-teachers, what Powerful organtzatlons teil
us in order to make us act as they w1sh what etther embodles or dlmtmshes our
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happen to lead us 5 true beltefs, biit is more Itkely te lead us in the oppomte
dtrectton Intellectual continence, therefore, wﬂl lead us to survey our beliefs}

‘elesely, w:th a view to discovering whteh of them there any reason to belleve true

'ls. If‘ we "are w:se, we shall apply selvent erltlelsm espeetally to the beliefﬂ that we
find it most pdlﬂﬁll to doubt, and to those miost llkely o Involvé iis in violent
conﬂlet wnth mien wlio hold opposite but equally groundless beliafy. 'If thig ttitiide
could become cemmon, the gain in shrinking the aspenty of dtsputes weuld be

s .an. ?..h_.
inesttmable !
- Fil 1 T = ] . b

There i3 another intellectual virtue which:is that of generally -or unbiased, 1
recommend . the following exercise: When, in a sentence expressing political
opinion, there are words that trigger powerful but different emotions in different
readers, try restoring them by symbols, A, B, C, and so on and forgetting the
partieular significance of the symbols. Suppose A is England, B is Germany and C
is Russia. So long as you remember what the letters mean, triost of the thmgs you
will believe will depend upon whether you are Engltsh German or Russian, which
i8 loglcally 1rrelevant When, in elementary algebra, you do problems about A, B
and C gomg up a mountain, you have no emotional interest in the gentlemen
eoneemed and you do your best to work out the solution w1th?1mpersonal
eorrectness But if you thought that A was youtself, B your hated rival and C the
schoolmaster who set the ptoblem, your caleulations would go oblique, and you
would be sure to find that A was first and € was last, In thmkmg about politlcal
problems this kind of émotional slant is bound to be present, and only ‘care and
practice can enable you to think as objectively a3 you do in the algebraic problem,

Thinking in abstract terms is of courge not the only way to achieve virtuous
generally; it can be achieved as well, or perhaps even better, if you can feel
generalized emotions. But to most people this is. difficult. If you are hungry, you
will make great Endeavour, if necessary, to get food; if your children are
persistence, you may feel an even greater urgency. If a friend is very hungry/unfed,
you will probably exert yourself to telieve his distress, But if you hear that
some millions of Indians or Chinese are in danger of death from

T
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malm‘ttrltlon the proeblem is so vast and.so dlstant that unless you have
some official responsibility you probably soon forget all about it.
Nevertheless, if you have the emotional capacity to feel distant evils
intensely, youw -caﬁx'achieve'ethical generally through feeling. If you
have not this rather" rare gift, the habit of.viewing practical problems
abstractly as:well aSiexpressly is the best: avarlable substitute. %

i 1 F b 14 N
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p The 1nter—re1atlon of loglcal and emotronal generally in ethlcs is an
i 1?... f
mterestlng subject Thou shall 1ove thme nelghbor as thyself lmplants
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emo}ronal' generallyf v1rtuous statements should not ) contarn proper
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names. miapla’ntsd}(loglcal generally The two tenets sound vary
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dlffei‘ent but .when- they are examtned 1t wrll be found that they are
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‘sca le in practical t
__s{ml;gelymdr!srse{mbue prac < purpgrt %er\}ngn men w1ll prefer he

_tradrtlonal form log'lclans may prefer the other I hardly know whlch
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statesmen and endured by the populatlons whom they represent would

qulckly lead to the mlllennmm Jews and Arabs would cbme together

LT P2 Y 4 [ ity
FJ}v%aYo'L%Q;S gee how to get | the greatest amount of gpod for both

together, w1thout 1nq1nr1ng too closely hm;v it is d1str1buted between
us'. Obv1ously each group would get far more of what makes for happlness
of both than either can at present. The same would be true of Hindus
and‘Muslems, Chinese communists and adherents of Chiang Kai-shek,
Italians -and “Yugoslavs, Russians .and Western democrats: But' alas!
neither logic:inor benevolence is to-be expected on either.side in any
of these disputes.

.,

E
It is not to be supposed that young men and women who are busy

obtalmng valuable specmltzed knowledge can spare a great deal of time
for the study of phllosophy, but even in the time that can easily be
spared w1thout Injury to the learning of techmcal skllls phllosophy can
__glve certam thlngs that will greatly 1ncrease the student's value as a
human bgmg and as a citizen. It can glve a habit of exact and careful
Ithought not only in mathematics and science, but in questlons of
'large practlcal import. It can give an impersonal breadth and scope to
the conceptlon of the ends of life. It can glve to the 1nd1v1dual a just
measure of himself in relation to socrety, of man in the present to man
in the past and in the future, and of the whole history of man in
relation to the astronomical cosmos. By augmenting the objects of his
thoughts it supplies an antidote to the apprehension and torments of the
present, and makes possible the ne€arest approach to tranquility that is'
available to a sensitive mind in our tortured and uncertain world.

e Lo L I U Jn-‘u L e
ity




Summary . 1
1{ L4 P |
Accordmg to Bertrand Russell Assertrveness and skepticism are

both, m a sense, absolute phllosophres, one is certam of knowing, the
other of not knowmg What phllosophy should dissipate is certalnty

whether of knowledge or 1gnorance .
o ¥ N i

- |

t The demand for certainty:is one which is natural to man, ‘but: is
nevertheless an: intellectual  vice.. So. long ‘as men are not: trained to '
withhold judgment in the absence of evidence; they willibe.led- astray by
concelted prophets and it is likely that thexr leaders will be elther

i 1 ,,';',.:

t g5
1gnorant Zealot or dlshonest humbugs To endure uncertamty is drfﬁcult
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Before the end of the- present century, unless something:tquite

uncertain occurs, one of three possibilities will have been realized. These
oy £ "o
three are ¥ kg .k. 1{ Y r i j‘.l ‘l ;
Soal v el o ¥ R PRV SR SR T £ 1O,
. The end of-human life, perhaps of all life on.our planet.._

i

I1. A atavnsm 16 barbarlsm after a calamitous curtailment dlmmutlon

of the populatlon of the globe ‘ g
L& 3 [ i w ¥

HI. A amalgamation of the world under a single guvemmenl
possessing a monopoly of all the major weapons of war. 5

I do not pretend to know which of these will happen or even whlch
is the most 11l<ely What I do contend, without any hes1tatlon is that the

kind of system to which we have been habitual cannot possibly contmue|
borer ]

The first possibility, the vanishing of the human race, is not to be
expected in the next world war, unless that war is defered for a longer
fime than- now seems probable But if the next world war is mdemswe
or 1f the v1ctors are unwise, and if organized states survive it, a penod of
febrlle techmcal development may be expected to follow its concrlusnon|
Wlth vastly more powerful means of utilizing atomic energy ‘than ‘those
now available, it is thought by many solemn men of scierice that
radloactlve clouds, drifting round the world, may disintegrate derellct
leaving tissue everywhere. Although the last survivor may proclalm
himself universal Emperor, his 1ncumbency will be brief and his subjects
will all be carcass. With his death the une€asy episode of life will end,|
and the peaceful rocks will revolve unchanged until the sun detonates.

Perhaps a disinterested spectator would con51der this the most

desirable effectuation, in view of man's long record of imprudence and
e gipiis RNt R B, e B0 A ek, S s BUIAL L USRS
!
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cruelty. But we, who are actors in the drama, who are entwined in:the
net of private affections and public hopes, can hardly take this attitude
with any sinéerity. True, I have heard men say that they would prefer the
end of man to capitulatlon to the Soviet Government, and doubtless in
Russia there are those who would say the same about submission to
Western capitalism, But this is rhetoric with a spurious air of heroism.
Although it must be regarded as inartistic dupe, it is dangerous, because
it makes men less energetic in seeking ways of avoiding the holocaust
that they pretend not to dread. *, gk

The second posmbxhty, that of & revers:on to barbarlty, would leave
open the likelihood of a gradual return to cmllzatlon, as dfter the fall of

88  Non-Fietional Prose

Rome. The sudden transition will, if it occurs, be infinitely psmful to
those who. expenence it, and for some centuries afterwards life will be
hard and colourless. But at any rate there will still be a future for
munkind, and the possibility of rational hope. rR M Yok

' | think ‘such ‘an outcome of a really scientific worid war is by no
means dubious. Imagine each side in a position to destroy the chief cities
and centres of industty of the enemy; imagine an almost!complete
effacing of laboratories and hbranes, accompanied by a heavy fatality
rate among men of science; 1magine deprivation ;due to radioactive
drizzle, and plague caused by bacteriologleal warfare: would social
cohesion survive such strains? Would not- prophets tell the maddened
populations that their ills were wholly due to science, and that the
extermination of all educated men would bring the mlllenmum‘? Extreme
hopes are born of extreme misery, and in such a world hopes could only
be irrational, I think the great states to which we are accustomed would
break up, and the scanty survivors would revert to a primitive village
economy.

The third possibility that of the establishment of a single government
for the whole world might be realized in various ways: by the victory of
the United States in the next world war, or by the victory’ of the USSR,
ot, theoretically, by agreement. Or and I think this is the most hopeful of
the nations that desire an cosmopolltan government, becoming, in the
end, so strong that Russia would no longer dare to stand out. This might
fensible be achieved without another world war, but it would require
courageous and imaginative statesmanship in a number of countties.

There are various arguments that are used against the project of a
single government of the whole world. The commonest is that the

project is Utopian and impossible. Those who use this argument, like i
most of those who advocate a world government, are thinking of a world °
government brought about by agreement. I think it is plain that the |




H

| vould be doubtful. For such reasons I should view a Russian- victory as

mutual suspicions between Russia and the West make it futile to hope, i!n
any near future, for any genuine agreement. Any pretended universal
authority to which both sides can agree, as things stand, is-bound to be
sham, like UNO. Consider the difficulties that have been confront in the
much more modest project of an cosmopolitan control over atornlc
energy, to which Russia will only consent if inspection is subject to the
reject, and therefore a farce. 1 think we should admit that a world

government will have to be imposed by force. By )

3

But many people will say why all thls talk about a worlll
govemment?j Wars have occurred ever smce men were orgamzed mto_
units larger than the famlly, but the human race has survzved Wh
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snouI‘d it fiot Contifue to survive even if wars go on occurring from trme

to time? Moreover, people like war, and will feel frustrated without 1t|

And -without war there-will be no adequate. opportunity tfor heroismror.

. . |
self-sacrifice. ¢ N b% A B e
R H ( ?" nr I

Thls pomt of view — which is that of multltudmous elderly

gentlernen,,moludmg the rulers of Soviet Russia. _-falls to take account
of, modem technical pOSSlblIltleS I think c1v1l1zat1on could probabljlx
survive one more world war, provided it occurs fairly soon and docs not
last long But if there is no slowing up in the rate of dlscovery and
mventlon and if 1t falls to exterminate the human race, is pretty certain to
produce the klnd of atavism to a primitive social systém that I spoke of
moment ago. And. ﬂ‘llS wxil entail such an enormous diminution of
populatlon not only by war but by subsequent starvation and dlsease,
that the survwors are bound to be fierce and at least for a con31derable

tlme, destitute of the qualltles required for the rebuilding of cwnhzatron

If things are allowed to drift, it is obvious that the bickering betwee1|1

Russia and the Western democracies will continue until Russia has ‘:!l
considerable store of atomic bombs and that when that time conies there
will be'an atomic war. In such a war, even if the worst consequences- are':
avoided, Western Europe, ‘including Great Britain, will be v1rtually
obliterate. If America and the USSR survive as organized states,

shonetic adjuncts of government, jejune, narrow and stupid. No

individual will think, or even feel, for himself, but each will be'
sontentedly a mere unit in the mass. A victory of Russm would, in time,

nake such a mentality world-wide. No doubt the complacency mduccd
Jy success would ultimately lead to a relaxation of control, but the

. L. |
srocess would be slow, and the revival of respect for the indw1dua|l

w1 appalling disaster. » .
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A victory by the United States would have far less drastic
consequences. In the first place, it would not be a victory, of the United
States in segregation, but. of an .entente in which. the other members
would be able.to insist upon. retaining a large part:of their traditional
independence. One can hardly imagine the American army seizing the
dons at Oxford and Cambridge and sending them to -hard labour in

_ Alaska. Norvdo I-think that.they would accuse sMr. Attlee.of machinate
and compel him to fly to Moscow.Yet these are strict analogues to the
thmgs the Russian have done in Poland After a victory of an entente led
by the Unitéd ‘States there would stlll be’ Brmsh culture, French culture,
Itallan culture and’ (I hope) German culture; there would not therefore

90 Non-Fictional Prose

+f
_|_bé the.same’ dead_umformrty as would result from Sov1et dommatlon
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There is -another important -dlfference, and that is, .that/Moscow:
creed - is--much ..more .all-pervasive .than jthat. of: Washington. . In,
America, if you are a geneticist, you may hold whateveriview..of
Mendahsm the ev1dence makes you regard as the most probable, in
-,Russna, if you a genetlclst who dlsagrees wrth Lysenko you “are liable
tﬁ%%blpegﬁmysterloﬁgly In Arﬁ?:r‘ica, you ‘may wr1te A Book qﬁb‘%hl figt
Lincoln if’ you féel so mclmed in Russia, 1f you s @rite A “book
quashing Lemn it would not be published and you would be hqutdated
If' You are ‘%’ Américan economlst you may hold ‘or' not hold that
America is headmg for a slump, in Russia, no economlst dare questlon
that an Amerlcan slump is imminent. In Amerlca if you are a
Professor of Philosophy, you may be an idealist, a' materialist, a
pragmatist, a logical posmwst or whatever else may take' your fancy,
at congresses you can argue withy men whose opinions differ from
yours and listeners can from a judgment as to who has the best of it. In
Russia you must be a dialectical materialist, but at one time the element
of materialism outweighs the element of contention, and at other
times it is the- other- way round. If you fail to follow the developments
of official metaphysics with sufficient agility, 1t will be, the worse for
you. Stalin at all times knows the truth about metaphysics, buthyou
must not suppose that the truth this year is the same as-it was. last
year. -

sl i T YL .
In such a world intellect must fester, and even technélogical

progress must soon come to an end.

Liberty, of the sort that communists despise, is important.not only
to intellectuals or to the more fortunate sections of: society. Owing to its
absence in Russia, the Soviet Government has been able to establish
a greater degree of economic inequality than exists in Great Britain,,
or even in America. An oligarchy which controls all the means of publicity




can perpetrate injustices and cruelties which would be scarcely possﬂﬁle Essays of Bertrand Russell
if they were widely known Only democracy and free publlclty can
prevent the holders of power from establrshmg a servile state, wrth
luxury for the few and overworked poverty for the many. This is what
is being done by the Soviet Government whereveriit.is in secure control

There are, of course, economic inequalities everywhere, but in a. democratlc
rule ‘they ‘tend to decline, ‘whereas under an-.:coercion has power,

economic inequalities threaten to become:permanent owing to the modern:
impossibility of successful rebellion. . a
I dome now to the du(e?stlon ‘what should be our pol1cy, m vrewI of‘ '
the vanous dangers to yvhlch mankmd is exposed" To summanze the
al}J‘oye arguments We haveﬂ to guard agamst three dangers (1) the'_
extmctlon of the human race; (2) a reversron to barbarrsm, (3) the
estabhshment of a universal salve state,_mvolvmg mlsery fgr ﬁthery%s_tf :
rﬁgj%rffi/, and the *&ls'épﬁéara’ﬁc'é df ‘all progress in knowledg; and_ -
thought Either the ﬁrst or second of these dlsasters is almost éertain

un:le's”s ggreat wars can sognﬂperb?rought to.an end Grke’gtt _yvars can%lnly \
be" brought to an end by the concentratlon of armed force under a
single authorlty Such a’ c‘oncentranon cannot be brought 163 by
agreement, because of the opposition of Soviet Russra but it must be‘t o

brought about somehow. : | "

The first step—-—and it is one which is now not very difficult — is
to convince the United States and the British Commonwealth of the
absolute necessity for a mllltary amalgamation of the world. The ~
governments of the English-speaking nations should then offer to all
other nations the option of entermg into a firm Alllance, mvolvmg a
poollng of military resources and mutual defence agamst
aggressweness In the case of dubious nations, such as Italy, great
inducements, economic and military, should be held out to produce
their cooperation.

Atsa certain stage, when the Alliance had seized sufﬁcwnt
strength, any Great Power still refusing to join should be threatened
with lawlessness, and, if fretful, should be regarded as a pubhc
enemy. The resulting war, if it occurred fairly soon, would probably
leave the economic and political structure of. the United States
unscathed, and would enable the victorious Alliance to estab‘lsh a
monopoly of armed force, and therefore to make peace secure. But
perhaps, if the Alliance were sufficiently powerful, war would not be
necessary, and the grudgmg Powers would prefer to enter it as eqt|1als
rather than, after a terrible war, submit t3 it as trounced enemies. If

this were to happen, the world might emerge from its present dangers

- o
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without another great war, 1 do not see any hope of such a happy issue
by any other method. But whether Russia would yield when
threatened with war is a question as to which I do not proffer an
opinion. '

k)

I have been dealing mainly with the despondent aspects of the
present situation of mankind. It is necessary. to do so, in order to
cajole: the world to adopt measures running counter to traditional'
habits of thought and entrenched predilection. But beyond the
difficulties and probable tragedies -of the near future there is the
pOSSlblllty of immeasurable gcod and of greater well- bemg than has
gver befcre fallen to. the lot of man ThlS is not merely a possmlltty,
but—lf—the—Western democracxes ate,ﬁrm andacue,_a probabrhty From
the break-up of the Roman Emprre to the present day, states have
almost contmuoasly mcreased in s1ze There are now cnly two fully

RETUY I e

mdependent sta_tes, Amerlca and Russia. The next steb m ‘this lcng
historical process ‘should reduce ‘the two o one, and thus put an’ end to
the period of orgamzed wars, which began in Egypt some 6 000 years
ago. If war can be prevented without the estabhshment of a grmdmg
despotism, a welght will’ be lifted from the human spirit, deep
collective fears ‘will be expulsion, and as fear diminishes we may hope

that cruelty also will grow less. .

The uses. to which men have put their mcreased control over
natural forces are curious. In the nineteenth century they devoted
themselves chiefly to increasing the numbers of Homo sapiens,
particularly of the white variety. In the twentieth century they have,
so far, pursued the exactly opposite aim. Owing to the increased
productivity of labour, it has become possible to devote a larger
percentage of the population to war. If atomic energy were to make
production easier, the only effect, as things are would be make wars
worse, since fewer people would be needed for producing necessaries.
Unless we can cope with the problem of abolishing war, there is no
reason whatever to rejoice in labour saving technique, but quite the
reverse. On the other hand, if the danger of war were removed,
scientific technique could at last be used to promote human happiness.
There is no longer any technical reason for the tenacious of poverty,
even in such densely populated countries as India and China. If war
no longer occupied men's thoughts and energies, we could, within a
generation, put an end to all serious poverty throughout the world.

1 have spoken of liberty as a good, but it is not an absolute good.
We all recognize the need to impede murderers, and it is even more
important to impede murderous states. Liberty must be limited by law,




|
and its most valuable forms can only exist within a framework of 1ax|v.
What the world most needs is effective laws to control internationl'al
relations. The first and most difficult step in the creation of such law
i the establishment cff'%dé’quate sanctions, and this is only possib:Ie
through the creation of a.ﬁs"ingl:e armed force, like a municipal police
forcfe‘, is not an e?nd in itself; it is a means to the gf‘owth of a "soc_ifal
sﬁsteiﬁ governed by law, where force is not the entitlement of private
iﬁdi§iddals or nations, but is exercised only by a neutral authpfity I111
accordance with rules laid down in advance. There is hope that ]a’w
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rather' than private force, may come to govern the relations of nations

within the present century, If th1s_h_opc_\l"_s___'not-real1;5:d,_the-worl_d—_vgill_l—-_ :
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be far better than at any previous period in the history of man. ke |
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AN OUTLINE OF INTELLECTUAL.RUBBISH

* "Politics 7is" largély* governed by sanctimonious cliche platitudes,
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which are destitute of truth.” * Yoo Tl
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" One of the most widespread popular maxims. is, "human . nature
cannot be changed." No one can say whether this is, true .or not _w_itho}nt
first defining "human nature." But as used it is certainly false. ‘When: Mr,
Autters the maxim, with an air of predictive and conclusive wisdom,
what he means is that all men everywhere will always continue to
behave as they do in his own home town. A little anihropology will
banish this belief, Among the Tibetans, -one wife has many husbanqs,
because men are too poor to support a whole wife; yet family life,
according to travellers, is no unhappy than elsewhere. The practice pf
lending one's wife to a guest is very common among uncivilized tribes.
The Australian indigene, at pubescence, undergo a very painful
operation, which, throughout the rest of their lives, greatly diminishfzs
sexual vigour. puericide, which might seem contrary to human nature,
was almost universal before the rise of Christianity, and is recommended
by Plato to prevent over-population. Private property is not recognizcled
among some ferocious tribes. Even among highly civilized people,
economic considerations will override what is called "human nature.” In
Moscow, where there is an acute housing shortage, when an unmaniéd
woman is pregnant, it often happens that a number of ‘men contend f;or
the legal right to be considered the. father of the prospective child,
because whoever is Judged to be the father acquires the right to share‘ the

. - ]
woman's room, and half a room is better than no room.
!

In fact, adult "human nature" is extremely variable, according to the
circumstances of education. Food and sex are very general requiremenis,
but the recluse of the Thebaid forswearer, sex -altogether and.reduced

W
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Essays of Bertrand Russell food to the lowest point compatible with survival. By diet and training,
people can be made rapacious or forbcaring, masterful or slavish, as may
suit the educator. There is no nonsense s0 absolute that it cannot be
made the tenet of the vast majority by adequate governmental action.
Plato intended his Republic to be founded on a fallacy, which he
admitted to be absurd, but he was lightly confident that the popu-lace
could be induced to believe it. Hobbes, who thought it important that
people should reverence the govcernment however unworthy it might be,
meets the argument that it rriight be difficult to obtain general a‘éslen_t to
anything so Lr{:ati‘onal by pointing out that people have been. brought to
believe in the Christian religion, and, in particular, in the dogma of

oEntion. 1t he had been alive now;” he-would—have-found-abundant—
N I 17 S . T .
confirmation ir! the fidelity of German youth to the Nazis.

7 he. power. &f governments over men’s beliefs: has Been very great
ever since the risc of large States. The great majority of Romans became
Christian after the Roman emperors had bccu,cunvcﬁqq. In,the parts of
the Roman Empire that were conquered by the Arabs, most pcoplc
abandoned Christianity for Islam. The division of Westérn Europe into
Protestant and Catholic regions was determined by the attitude of
governments in -the sixteenth century. But the power -of governments
over belief in the present day is vastly greater than at any earlier time. A
belief, however untrue, 18 important when it dominates the actions of
large masses of men. In this sense, the beliefs implanted by the Japanese,
Russian, and German governments arc important. Since they ace
completely divergent, they cannot 4ll be true, though thcy may well all
be false. Unfortunately they are such.as to inspire men with an ardent
desire to kill one another, even to the point of almost completely
inhibiting the impulse of self-preservation. No one can deny, in face of
the evidence, that it is easy, given military power, to produce a
population of zealous manidc. It would be equally easy to produce a
population of lucid and reasonable people, but many government's 'do
not wish to do so, since such people would fail to admire the politicians
who are at the head of these governments.

-

There is one bizarre detrimental application of the doctr(ine that
human nature cannot be changed. This is the peremptory assertion that
there will always be wars, because we are so constituted that we feel a
need of them. What is true is that a man who has had the kind of diet and
education that most men have will wish to fight when aroused. But he
will not actually fight unless he has a chance of victory. It is very

annoying to be stopped by a speed fuzz, but we do not fight him because
we know that he has the overwhelming forces of the State at his back.
People who have no occasion for war do not make any impression of
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being psychologically thwarted. Swcden has had no war since 1814, but
the Swedcs were, a faw years upu, vne of the happiest and most
contented nations in the world. T doubt whether they are so still, but that
is because, though neutral, they are unable to escape many of the evils of
war. If political organization were such as to make war obv10usly
unprofitable, there is.nothing in human nature that .would compel.: its
occurrence, or make average :people unhappy because of its not
occurring. Exactly the same arguments that are now used about the
impossibility of preventing war were formerly used in defense of clth
yet few: of us feel smashed because we are not allowed to fight duels. i

I am persuaded that_there 1s:1d1culousness no. limit.to. the absurdmes

Lssays of Bertrand Russell

that can, by govemment action, comie to be generally beheved lee me

an adequate '1rmy, with power to prov1de it wlth morc and bette% food

"than falls to the iot of the”a\”erage man, and I will undertake, wnthm -

‘thirty years to make the” majorlty of the’ populatlon believe that two and
two are three, that water freezes when it gets hot aMen tt gets
cold, or any other nonsense that. mtght seem to serve the mterest of lthe
State. Of course, even when these beliefs had been generated people
would not put the kettle in the ice-box when- they wanted it to boil. That
cold makes water boil would be a Sunday truth, sacred and mystlcal| to
be proféssed in amazed tones, but not to be acted on in daily life. What
would happen would be that any verbal denial of the mystic creed would
be made illegal, and stubborn dissident would be "frozen" at the splke
No person who did nol enthusiastically accept the official doctrime
would be allowed to teach or to have any position of power. Only the
very highest officials, in their cups, would whisper to each other what
rubbish it all is; then they would laugh and drink again. This is hardly a
satirize of what happens under some modern governments. |
The dxscovery that man can be scientifically manipulated, and tlhat
govemments can turn large masses this way or that as they choose, is
one of the causes of our misfortunes. There is as much dlfference
between a collection of mentally free citizens and a commumty
influence by modern methods of advertisement as there is between a
heap of raw materials and .a battleship. Education, which was at ﬁrst
made universal in order that all might be able to read and write, has been
found capable of sérving quite other purposes. By instilling nonsense it
unifies populations and generates collective enthusiasm. If | all
governments taught the same nonsense, the harm would not be so great.
Unfortunately each has its own brand, and the diversity serves to
produce hostility between the devotees of different tenets. If there is e_':ver
to be peace in the world, governments will have to agree either to
inculcate no dogmas, or all to im]ﬁlant the same. The former, I fear, |'is a
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Utopian ideal, but perhaps they could agree to teach collectively that all
public men, everywhere, are completely virtuous and perfectly wise.
Perhaps, when the war is over, the surviving politicians may find it
prudent to combine on some such programme.

Generalizations about national characteristics are just as common

-and just as unwarranted as generalizations about women. Until 1870, the

Germans were thought of as a nation. of spectacled professors, evolving
everything out of their inner consciousness, and scarcely aware of -the
outer world, but since 1870 this conception has had to be very sharply
revised. Frenchmen seem to be thought of by most Americans as
constantly engaged in amatory fascinate; Walt Whltman in one ‘of his

96 MNon-Fictional Prose

catalogues, speaks of "the “adulterous French couple on the giileful
chaise." Americans who go to live in France are astonished, and perhaps
d1sappomted by the mtens1ty of famlly life. Before the, Russian
Revolunon, the Russians were credited w:th a mystical Slav soul, which,
while it incapacitated them for ordinary sensible behavior, gave them a
kind of deep wxsdom to Wthh more practlcilugatwns could not hope to
attain. Suddenly everythmg was changed mysticism “was’ ‘taboo, and
only the most earthly ideals were tolerated. The truth is that what
appears to one nation as the national character of another depends upon a
few prominent individuals, or upon the class that happens to have power.
For this reason, all generalizations on this subject are liable to be
completely upset by any important political change.

To avoid the various foolish opinions to which mankind are prone,
no superhuman genius is required. A few simple rules will keep you, not
from all error, but from silly error.

If the matter is one that can be settled by observation, make the
observation yourself. Aristotle could have avoided the mistake of
thinking that women have fewer teeth than men, by the simple device of
asking Mrs. Aristotle to keep her mouth open while he counted. He did
not do so because he thought he knew. Thinking that you know when in
fact you don't is.a calamitous mistake, to which we are all susceptible. 1
believe myself that hedgehogs eat black beetles, because 1 have been
told that they do; but if | were writing a book on the habits of hedgehogs,
I should not commit myself until I had seen one enjoying this
unappetizing diet. Aristotie, however, was less cautious. Ancient and
medieval authors knew all about unicorns and salamanders; not one of
them thought it necessary to avoid peremptory statements about them
because he had never seen one of them.

Many matters, however, are less easily brought to the test of
experience. If, like most of mankind, you have passionate convictions on
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many such matters, there are ways in which you can make yourself
aware of your own bias. If an opinion contradictory to your own makets
you angry, that is a sign that you are subconsciously aware of havmé no
good reason for thmkmg as you do. If some one maintains that two and
two are five, or that Iceland is on the equator you feel pity rather than
anger, unless you know so little of arithmetic or geography that hlS
opinion shakes your own -contrary conviction. The most savage !
controversies are those about matters as’ to which there is no good
evidence either way. Persecution is used in theology, not in- anthmetlc,
because in.arithmetic there ‘s knowledge, but.in theology- there is only
opinion. So whenever you find yourself getting angry.about a dxfference '
-ofropinion;~be~on"your gaard: you will probably find, on exa.mmatmn
that your belief is. going beyond what the evidence warrants. 1€ i
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A good way of rlddmg yourself of certaln kmds of asserttvenﬁs ]S,EO
become aware of opinions held in soéial circles different from your owp
When T was young, I lived much outside my own country in France
Germany, Italy, and the United States, T found thxs very proﬁtable Itn
dlmlmshmg the intensity of blinkered detrlment prejudlce If you cannot
travel, seek out people with whom you dlsagree and read a newspaper
belongmg to a party that 1s not yours. If the people and the newspap'er
seem mad, awkward, and w1cked remind yourself that you seem so to
them. In this opinion both parties may be right, but they cannot both be

wrong. This reflection should generate a certain caution. !

Becoming aware of foreign customs, however, does not always ha|ve
a beneficial effect. In the seventeenth century, when the Manchus
conquered China, it was the custom among the Chinese for the womlen
to have small feet, and among the Manchus for the men to wear-plgtalls
Instead of each dropping their own foolish custom, they each adopted
the foolish custom of the other, and the Chinese continued to wéar
pigtails until they shook off the dominion of the Manchus in the :

revolution of 1911, * :

For those who have enough cerebral imagination, it is a good plan to
imagine an argument with a person having a different partisanship. Thls
has one advantage, and only one, as compared with actual conversation
with opponents; this one advantage is that the method is not subject to
the same limitations of time or space. Mahatma Gandhi abhors railways
and steamboats and machinery; he would like to unfetter the whole| of
the industrial revolution: You may never have an opportunity of actually
meeting any one who holds this opinion, because in Western countnes
most people take the advantage of modern technique for granted. But if
you want to make sure that you are right in agreeing with the prevallmg

— J— e
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opinion, you will find it a good plan to test the arguments that occur to
you by considering what Gandhi might say in rebutted of them. I have
sometimes been led actually to change my mind as a result of this kind
of imaginary dialogue, and, short of this, I have frequently found myself
growing less peremptory and conceited through realizing the possible
reasonableness of a speculative opponent.

Be very wary of opinions that compliment your self-esteem. Both
men and women, nine times out of ten, are firmly convinced of the
superior excellence of their own sex. There is profuse evidence on both
sides..If you are a man, you can point out that most poets and men of
science are male; if you are a woman, you can retort that so are most
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Criminals. The question is inherently insolublebut self-esteem-conceals—

this from most people. We are all, whatever part of the world:we come
from, persuaded that our own nation is superior to all others Seemg that
each natidn’ has its characterlstlc merits and demerlts, we_ adjust our
standard of values so as to make out that the merits possessed by our
natlon are the really 1mportant ones whﬂe 1ts demerlts are comparatlvely
to whlch there is no demonstrably right answer. It is more dlfﬁcult to
deal with the self esteem of man as man, because we cannot argue out
the matter with some non-human mind. The only way I know of dealing
with this general human narcissism is to remind ourselves that man is a
briet episode in the life of a small planet in a little corner of the universe,
and that, for aught we know, other parts of the cosmos may contain
beings as superior to ourselves as we are to jellyfish.

Other passions besides self-esteem are common sources of error; of
these perhaps the most important is fear. Fear sometimes operates
directly, by inventing rumors of disaster in war-time, or by 1mag1mng
objects of terror, such as ghosts; sometimes it operates indirectly, by
creating belief in something comforting, such as the elixir of life, or
heaven for ourselves and hell for our enemies. Fear has many forms -
fear of death, fear of the dark, fear of the unknown, fear of the herd, and
that vague generalized fear that comes to those who conceal from
themselves their more specific terrors. Until you have admitted your
own fears to yourself, and have guarded yourself by a difficult effort of
will against their mythmaking power, you cannot hope to think truly
about many matters of great importance, especially those with which
religious beliefs are concerned. Fear is the main source of credulity and
one of the main sources of cruelty. To conquer fear is the beginning of

wisdom, in the stalking of truth as in the endeavor after a worthy manner
of life.




Under the influence of great fear, almost everybody becomes
illusory. The sailors who threw Jonah overboard imagined his presence
to be the cause of the storm which threatened to debris their ship. In a

- similar spirit the Japanese, at the time of the Tokyo earthquake took to
slaughtering Koreans and Liberals. When the Romans won victories in
the Punic wars, the Carthagmlans became persuaded that their
misfortunes were due to a_ certam floppiness which had lurk into the
worshlp of Moloch. Moloch llked havmg chlldren sacrificed to him, and
preferred them arlstocrauc but the noble famllles of Carthage had
adopted the practlce of clandestme substltutmg proletarlan chlldren for
their own offsprmg ThlS 1t was thought had dlspleased the god and at
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—the— Worst—moments even the most”"anstocratxc chxldren were duly
consumed in the fire. Strange to say, the Romans were v1ctonous in spite
of this democratic reform on the part of their enemies.

' - ¥ ' :

* Collective fear stimulates herd instinct, and'terids to produce ferocity
toward those who are not regarded as members of the herd. So-it'was:in
the French. Revelution, when dread of foreign armies produced the
incumbency of terror. And it is to be feared that the Nazis, as defeat
draws nearer, will increase the intensity of their campaign for
decimating Jews. Fear generates impulses of cruelty, and therefore
promotes such superstitious beliefs as seem to justify cruelty. Neither a
man nor a crowd nor-a nation can be trusted to act humanely or to think
sanely under the influence of a great fear. And for this reason poltroons
are more prone to cruelty than brave men, and are also more prone to
superstition. When I say this, 1 am thinking of men who are brave in all
respects, not only in facing death. Many a man will have the courage to
die valorous, but will not have the courage to say, or even to think, that
the cause for which he is asked to die is an unworthy one. Obloquy is, to
most men, more painful than death; that is one reason why, in timeé_ of
collective excitement, so few men venture to dissent from the prevailing
opinion. No Carthaginian denied Moloch, because to do so would have
required more courage than was required to face death in battle.

Perhaps the world would lose some of its interest and variety if such
beliefs were wholly replaced by cold science. Perhaps we may allow
ourselves to be glad of the Abecedarians, who were so-called because,
having rejected all profane learning, they thought it wicked to learn the
ABC. And we may enjoy the perplexity of the South American Jesuit
who wondered how the sloth could have traveled, since the ¥Flood, all the
way from Mount Ararat to Peru - a journey which its extreme tardiness
of locomotion rendered almost incredible. A wise man -will enjoy the
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goods of which there is a plentiful supply, and of intellectual rubbish he
will find an abundant diet, in our own age as in every other.

Selected Passages of Intellectual Rubbish Clergy and its Opposition
to Science

*When Benjamin Franklin invented the lightning rod, the clergy,
both in England and America, with the enthusiastic support of George
III, condemned it as an impious attempt to defeat the will of God. For,
as all right-thinking peoplé were a'were, lightning is s'e*nt' by God to
punish blasphemy or Some other grave sin-the vn‘tuous are never
struck by llghtmng Therefore if God wants to strike any one,
Ben]amm Franklm ought not to defeat His design; indeed, to do so is
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helping criminals to escape ‘But God was equal to the occasion, if we
are to believe the emifient Dr. Price, one of the leadmg dwmes of
Boston. Lightning having been rendered ineffectual by the "irori points
invented by the astute Dr. Franklin,” ‘Massachusetts -was- shaken by
earthquakes, which Dr. Price perceived to be due to God's wrath at: the
"iron_‘p_oi_nt_s.'; In a sermon, Qn\the subject_he said, "In Boston are more
erected than elsewhere in New England, and Boston seems to be more
dreadfully shaken. Oh! there is no getting out of the mighty hand of
God." Apparently, however. Nemesis gave-up all hope of curing:Boston
of its wickedness, for, though lightning rods became more and more
common, earthquakes in Massachusetts have remained rare.
Nevertheless, Dr. Price's point of view, or something very like it, is still
held by one of the most influential of living men."

"It was only very slowly and reluctantly that the Church concurrence
the dismemberment of cadavers in connection with the study of
medicine. The colonist in dismemberment was Vesalius, who was Court
physician to the Emperor Charles V. His medical skill led the emperor to
protect him, but after the emperor was dead he got into trouble. A
cadaver which he was dissecting was said to have shown signs of life
under the knife, and he was accused of murder. The quizzing was
induced by King Phillip II to take a lenient view, and only sentenced him
to a pilgrimage to the Holy Land.

On the way home he was derelict and died of fatigue. For centuries
after this time, medical students at the Papal University in Rome were

only allowed to operate on lay figures, from which the sexual parts were
omitted.

_The devoutness of cadavers is a widespread belief. It was carried
furthest by the Egyptians, among whom it led to the practice of
mummification. It still exists in full force in China. A French surgeon,
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who was employed by the Chinese to teach Western medicine,
relates that his demand for corpses to dissect was received with
horror, but he was assured that he could have instead an unlimited
supply of live criminals. His objection to this alternative was totally
unintelligible to his Chinese employers.

i ¥

A F:un on Clergy

-"";I am sometimes shocked by the profanity of those who think
themselves. pious-for instance, the nuns who never-take a bath without
wearing a bathrobe all the time. When asked why, since no-man can see
thern, they reply: "Oh, but Yyou forget the good-God." Apparently they
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conceive-of»-.theh-Deity*-'as-a—-Peeping Tot; Whose Tonmipotence enables

Him:to see through bathroom walis, but who is foiled by bathrobes. This

view strikes:me as curious," 1w - %
vl s b B AL "
Superstitions

"There was, until the end of the eighteenth ceritury, a theory that

absurdity is dié’to possessioii by devils. It was deduced that any pain
}sufferéd"by the patient is also suffered by the devils; so that the best cure
ts to make the patient suffer so much that' the devils will decide to
abandon him. The insane, in accordance with this theory, were savagely
beaten:- This treatment was tried on King George IIl when he was mad,
but without success. It is a curious and painful fact that almost all' the
-ompletely futile treatments that have been believed in during the long
1story of medical folly have been such as caused acute suffering to the
>atient. When stupefacient were discovered, devout people
:onsidered them an attempt to evade the will of God. It was pointed
ut, however, that when God extracted Adam's rib He put him into
1 deep sleep. This proved that stupefacient are all' right for men;
vomen, however, ought to suffer, because of the curse of Eve. In the
West votes for women proved this doctrine mistaken, but in Japan,
0 this day, women in childbirth are not allowed any mitigate
hrough anaesthetics. As the Japanese do not believe in Genesis, this
diece of sadism must have some other Justification.”

Racism

"In the matter of race, there are different beliefs in different
ocieties. Where monarchy is firmly established, kings are of a
igher race than their subjects. Until very recently, it was
iniversally believed that men are connatural more intelligent than
vomen; even so enlightened a man as Spinoza decides against votes
or women on this ground. Among white men, it is held that white

-
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Essays of Bertrand Russell men are by nature superior to men of other colors, and especially to
black men; in Japan, on the contrary, it is thought that yellow .is:the best
color. In Haiti, when they make statues of Christ and Satan, they make
Christ black and Satan white. Aristotle and Plato considered Greeks
so congenitally superior to barbarians that slavery is justified so
long as the master is Greek and the slave barbarian."

Human Nature

"One of the most, widespread popular maxims is, "human nature
cannot be changed." No one can say- whether this is true or not without
first defining "human nature." But as used itis certainly false. When Mr.

Aut_ters"the-inaxim;—with—an—air—of-predictive—and—-conolusi-ve—wisdom,._L
what he means is that all men everywhere wnT always continue to:
behave as they do in his own home town. A little anthropology will
dispel this belief. Among the Tibetans, one wife has many husbands,
because men are too poor to support a whole wife; et family” life,
according to travellers, is no unhappy than elsewhere. The. practice of
lending one's wife Lo a guest is very:common among uncivilized tribes.
The Australian aborigines, at puberty, undergo a very painful operation
which, throughout the rest of. their lives, greatly diminishes sexual
vigour. Puericide, which might seem perverse to human nature, was
almost universal before the rise of Christianity, and is.recommended by
Plalo to prevent over-population. Private property is not recognized
among some savage tribes. Even among highly civilized péople,
economic considerations will disallow what is called "human
nature.” In Moscow, where there is an acute housing shortage, when
an unmarried woman is pregnant, it often happens that a number of
men contend for the legal right to be considered the father of the
probable child, because whoever is judged to be the father acquires
the right to share the woman's room, and half a room is better than
no reom."

State Implen}ental Precept

" am persuaded that there is absolutely no limit to the
ridiculousness that can, by government action, come to be generally
believed. Give me an adequate army, with power to provide it with
more pay and better food than falls to the lot of the average man,
and I will undertake, within thirty years, to make the majority of
the population believe that two and two are three, that water freezes
when it gets hot and boils when it gets cold, or any other nonsense
that might seem to serve the-interest of the State. Of course, even
when these beliefs had been generated, people would not put the
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kettle in the ice-box when thcy wantced it to boil. That cold makes
water boil would be a Sunday truth, sacred and mystical, to be
professed in amazced tones, but not to bhe acted on‘in dsily life. What
would happen would be that any verbal denial of the' mystic doctrine
would be made illegal, and obstinate heretics would, be "frozen" at
the stake. No person whe did not avid accept the official doctrine
would be allowed to teach or to-have any position of power. Only the
very. highest officials, in their cups, would whisper to- each: other ‘what
rubbish it:all is; then they would laugh and drink again. This is hardlya
caricature of what happens.under some modern’ goverhments.™. « vV @
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More- on-Superstntlons*and“Arm'Chalr Philosophy
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£“When' one reads of the ‘beliefs 6f savagcs or Of thé anciént
Babylomans arid' Egyptians, they seém surprising’ by thair'fickle farce.
But beliefs:that-are just as absurd:are 'still'entertained: by‘the uneducated:
cven i the 'most modem and civilized sociéties. 1 have been gravely
assured, in America, which people born ‘in' March aré untucky and
people born in May are bizarrely liable to coirs. I do’ hot know the
history of these superstitions but probably th’ey are’ dé'riv'ed from
strata‘and then, hke mud in a river, smk gradu__ally downward in the
educational scale; they may take 3,000 or 4,000 years to sink all the way.
You may find your colored help making some remark that comes
straight out of Plato-not-the parts of Plato that scholar's quote, but the
parts wherc hc utters obvious nonsense, such as those. men who do not
pursue wisdom an this life will be born again as women. Commentators
on great philosophers always politely ignore their silly remarks.
Aristotle, in spite of his reputation, is full of absurdities. He says that
children should be conceived in the winter, when the wind is in.the
North, and that if people marry too young the children will be
female. He tells us that the blood of females is blacker then that of
males; that the pig is the only animal liable to measles; that an
elephant sufferirig from sleeplessness should have its. shoulders
rubbed with salt, olive-oil, and warm water; that wome'n have fewer
teeth than men, and so on. Nevertheless, he is cons1dered by the great
‘majority of philosophers a archetype of wisdom.

Superstitions about lucky and unlucky days are almost universal. In
ancient times they governed the actions of generals. Among ourselves
the prejudice against Friday and the number thirteen is very active;
sailors do not like to sail on Friday, and many hotels have no thirteenth
floor. The superstitions about Friday and thirteen were once believed by
those reputed wise; now such men regard them as.harmless follies.-But
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probably 2,000 years hence many beliefs of the wise of our day will
have come to seem equally foolish. Man is.a gullible animal, and must
believe something; in the absence of good grounds for belief, he will be
satisfied with bad ones.

Falsifiable, Piety and Reason

"If the matter is one.that can be settled. by observation, make
the observation yourself. Aristotle could have avoided:the mistake of
thinking that women have fewer teeth thamn men, by the simple
device of asking Mrs. Aristotie to- keep her mouth open while he
counted. He did not do so because he thought he knew. Thinking that
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you ‘know when i fact you don't is a fatal mistake, to which we are all ™
prone. I believe myself that hedgehogs eat black beetles, because I-have
been-told that they do; but if 1 were writing a2 book- on .the  habits of
hedgehogs, 1. should not commit myself until I had seen one enjoying
this unappetizing diet. Aristotle, however, was less cautious. Ancient
and medieval authors knew all about umcoms and salamanders’, not one
of them thought it necessary to avoid peremptory statements about them
because he had never seen one of them.

Many matters, however, are less ecasily brought to the test of
experience. If, like most of mankind, you have passionate convictions on
many such matters, there are ways in which you can wake yourself
aware of your own bias. If an opinion perverse to your own makes you
angry, that is a sign that you are subconsciously aware of having no
good reason for thinking as you do. If some one maintains that two and
two are five, or that Iceland is on the equator, you feel pity rather than
anger, unless you know so little of arithmetic or geography that his
opinion shakes your own contrary conviction. The most savage
controversies are those about matters as to which there is no good
evidénce either way. Oppression is used in theology, not in
arithmetic, because in arithmetic there is knowledge, but in theology
there is only opinion. So whenever you find yourself getting angry
about a difference of opinion, be on your guard; you will probably
find, on examination, that your belief is going beyond what the
corroboration warrants. A good way of ridding yourself of certain
kinds of assertiveness is to become aware of opinions held in social
circles different from your own."

Fear and Superstitions

"Other passions besides self-esteem are common sources of error; of
these perhaps the most important is fear. Fear sometimes operates
directly, by inventing rumors of caiamity in war-time, or by




imagining objects of terror, such as ghosts; sometimes it operates
mdlrectly, by creating belief in something comforting, such as the
elixir of’ life, or heaven for ourselves and hell for our’ enemies. Fear
has many forms-féar of death, fear of the dark, fear of the unknown,
fear of the herd, and that vague generalized fear that comes to those
who camouflage from themsélves their more specific terrors. ‘Until
you have admmitted your own fears to yourself and have'guarded 'yourself
by a difficult effort of will agamst their mythmaking power, ¥ou’carinot
hope‘to think- truly about ‘many ‘matters of great’ 1mportance espe01ally
those Wlth Wthh rellglous behefs are concemed Fear is the mam source
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is the beginning of wisdom, in the pursuit of truth as in the venture
after a worthy manner of life,”

M Ll ¥ o
"Under the mfluence of great fear, almost everybody becomes

illusory. The Sailors who threw Jonah overboardﬁulmagmed his presence
to be the cause of the storm which threatened to ﬂdevastatxon their ship. In
a similar spirit the Japanese, at the time of the Tokyo earthquake took 1]
slaughtering Koreans and Liberals. When the Romans won victories in
the Punic wars, the Carthaginians became persuaded that their
misfortunes were due to a certain floppiness which had crept into the
worship of Moloch. Moloch liked having children sacrificed to him, and
‘preferred them aristocratic; but the noble families of Carthage ‘had
adopted the practice of clandestine substituting plebeian children for
their own offspring. This, it was thought, had displeased the god, and at
the worst moments even the most aristocratic children were duly
consumed in the fire. Strange to say, the Romans were v1ctor10us in spite
of this democratic reform on the part of their enemies.'

Some Fun out of Superstitions

"But we have been getting too solemn. Superstitions are not always
dark and ¢ruel; often they add to the gaiety of life. I received once a
communication from the God Osiris, giving me his telephone number;
he lived, at that time, in a fringe of Boston. Although I'did not enroll
myself among his worshipers, his letter gave me pleasure. I have
frequently received letters from men announcing themselves as the
Messiah, and urging me not to omit to mention this important fact in my
lectures. During prohibition, there was a sect which maintained that the
communion service ought to be celebrated in whiskey, not in wine; this
tenet gave them a tegal right to a supply of hard liquor, and the sect grew
rapidly. There is in England a sect who maintains that the English are the
lost ten tribes: there is a stricter sect, which maintains that they are only
the tribes of Ephralm and Manasseh. Whenever I encounter a member of
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either of these sects, I profess myself an adherent of the other and much
pleasant argumentation results. I like also the men .who study the
Great Pyramid, with a view to decryptmg its mystical lore. Many
great books have been written on this subject, some of which have
been presented to me by their authors. It is a singalar fact that the
Great Pyramid always foretell the history.of the world accurately up

{to the date of publication of the book in question, but-after that date

it becomes less reliable. Generally the author expects, very soon,
wars in Egypt, followed by Armageddon and the coming of
Antlchrlst but by this time so many people have been recognized as
An_t:ch_l_'_lst that the reader is reluctantly driven to skepticism."
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Summary

A PREAE 3N
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Man 1is a rational ammal—wso at least Russell has been told.
Throughout a long llfe "he have Tooked’ dlllgent]y f'or ev1dence in favor
of ‘this statement but so far he has not had the good fortune to come

N L

across it, though he had searched m many countries spread over three

. m—f‘fﬂuj‘ q’__‘ By e s "‘l%& ) “":E.J‘,M ARG L et
continents.”

¥

As soon as we relinquish our own reason, and are content to rely
upon: authority, there is no end. to our troubles. Man-is a-credulous
animal,-and must believe something; in the absence of good grounds for
belief, he will be satisfied with bad ones.

For his part he distrust all generahzatlons about women, favourable
and unfavourable, masculine and feminine, ancient and modern; all
alike, he should say, result from paucity of experience. Anstotle could
have avoided the mistake of thinking that women have fewer teeth than
men, by the simple device of asking Mrs, Aristotle to keep her mouth
open while he counted.

”

The most savage dissension are those about matters as to which
there is no good evidence either way. Oppression is used in theology, not
in arithmetic, because in arithmetic there is knowledge, but.in theology
there is,only opinion.

Fear is the main source of superstition, and one of the main sources
of cruelty. To conquer fear is the beginning of wisdom, in the pursuit of
truth as in the Endeavour after a worthy manner of life. Every advance in
civilization has been castigated as unnatural while it was recent
Education, which was at first made universal in order that all might be
able to read and write, has been. found capable of serving quite other
purposes. By instilling nonsense, it unifies populations and generates




collective enthusiasm. If all governments taught the same nonsense, the
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harm would not be so great.
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SUMMARY

The aspects of Bertrand Russell views on philosophy cover the
changing viewpoints of philosopher/mathematician Bertrand Russell

(1872-1970), from his early writings in 1896 until his death in February
1970.

Russell is generally credited with being one of the founders of
analytic philosophy, but he also produced a body of work that Covers

“logic, , the, philosophy’ "of Mathematics, metaphysics, ethics; and
epistemology, including his 1913 Theory of Knowledge and the related
article he wrote for the 1926 edition of Encyclopédia Britannica. 1

_ This view of philosophy appears fo resulf, partly “from ‘a “wrong
;conceptioh of the ends of life, partly from a wrong conception .of the
kind of goods which phllosophy strives to achieve. Physical scnence
through the medium of inventions, is useful to multitudinous people who
are wholly -impolite of it; thus the study of physical science is to be
récdﬁimeﬁde'd,“ not -only, or primarily, because of the effect on the
student, but rather .because of the effect on mankind in general. Thus
_ utility does not belong to philesophy. If the study of philosophy has any
value at all for others than students of philosophy, it must be only
indirectly, through its effects upon the lives of those who study it. It is in

these effects, therefore, if anywhere, that the value of. philosophy must
be primarily sought.

KEY WORDS

1. Apartheid : The belief that race accounts for differences in human
character or ability and that a particular race is superior to others.

2. Superstition : An irrational belief that an object, action, or

circumstance not logically related to a course of events influences its
outcome. 1

3. Theology : The study of the nature of God and religious truth;
rational inquiry into religious questions.

~ 4. Philosophy : The discipline comprising logic, ethics, exquistic,
metaphysics, and epistemology.

5. Dogmatism : A statement of a point of view as if it were an
established fact.
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REVIEW QUESTIONS

Explain the philosephical views of Russell on politics.
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2. Describe the Russell's idea of Philosophy for laymen.
3. Write down the summary on the essay, "The Future of mankind”.
4. Discuss the ideas of Russell expressed through, "An Out;ine of
intellectual Rubbish". .
5. Examine the important quotes of the essay, "An OQutline of
intellectual Rubbish". 3 .
~ 6. How the British is distinguished among other European countrics?
7. Why does Russell attack Hegel's philosophy? -
8. Differentiate Dogmatism and Skepticism. ) ,
9. What are the two problems of mankind, according to Russell? .,'!J
et 2 ¥ a3 CLAFe tHELg & me‘.:% o T ¥
10. Write about the power of government over men's belief., ﬂ
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