with synthetic properties. In the philosophy of language, semantics and
reference are closely connected. Further related fields include philology,
communication, and semiotics. The formal study of semantics can therefore
be manifold and complex.

Semantics contrasts with syntax, the study of the combinatorics of units
of a language (without reference to their meaning), and pragmatics, the
study of the relationships between the symbols of a language, their meaning,
and the users of the language. Semantics as a field of study also has
significant ties to various representational theories of meaning including
truth- theories .of meaning, coherence, theories of meaning, and
correspondence theories.of meaning. Each of these is related to the general
philosophical study of reality and the representation.of meaning. In 1960s
psychosemantic studies became popu]ar after Osgood's massive cross-
cultural stud1es using his semantlc dlffierentlal (SD) method that used
thousands of nouns and adjective bipolar scales. A specific form of the SD,
Pro;ectwe Semantics method uses only most common and neutral nouns
that correspond to the 7 groups (factors) of ad]ectwe -scales most consistently
found in cross-cultural studies (Evaluation,’Potency, Activity as found by
Osgood, and Reality, Organization, Complexity, Limitation as found in other
studies). In this" method, seven groups of bipolar adjective scales
corresponded to seven types of nouns so the method was thought to have
the object-scale symmetry (OS5) between the scales and nouns for evaluation
using these scales. For example; the nouns corresponding to the listed 7
factors would be: Beauty, Power, Motion, Life, Work, Chaos, Law. Beauty
was expected to be assessed unequivocally as “very good” on adjectives of
Evaluation-related. scales, Life as “very real” on Reality-related scales, etc.
However, deviations in this symmetric and very basic matrix might show
underlying biases of two types: scales-related bias and objects-related bias.
This OSS design meant to increase the sensitivity of the SD method to any

semantic biases in responses of people within the same culture and
educational background.

4.2, THE TERMS ‘SEMANTICS’ AND ‘MEANING’

Semantics is the study of meaning in language. It can be applied to
entire texts or to single words. For example, "destination” and "last ‘stop”
technically mean the same thing, but students of semantics analyze their
subtle shades of meaning.

Semantics is one of the important branches of linguistics, and deals with
interpretation and meaning of the wotds, sentence structure, and symbols.
It deals with the reading comprehension of the readers, in how they
understand others and their interpretations. In «addition, semantics
constructs a relation between adjoining words and clarifies the sense of a
sentence, whether the meanings of words are literal or figurative.

Semantics involves the deconstruction of words, signals, and sentence
structure. It influences our reading comprehension as well as our
comprehension of other people's words in everyday conversation. Semantics
play a large part in our daily communication;, understanding, and language
learning without us even realizing it.

Semantics
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For example, in everyday use, a child might make use of semantics to
understand a mom'’s ‘directive to "do your chores" as, "do your chores
whenever you-feel like it." However; the mother was probably.saying; “do
your chores right now.”

Since meaning in language is.so complex, there are actually different
theories used within semantics, such as formal semantics;.lexical. semantics,
and conceptual semantics.

Formal Semantics - Formal sémantics uses techniques from math,
philosophy;and logic toarialyze the broader rélationship betweén language

“and reality; triith-and: ‘possibility. Has'your teachet-ever asked yousto uselan
Y then questlon" Tt breaks apart dines ‘Gf informationto.detect the

underlymg meanmg or consequence of events, " #« P s

Lexical Semantlcs - Lexical semantlcs deconstruct words and phrases
thhm a lme of text to understand the meamng in terms of context “This

words sufflxes or longer phrases or 1d10ms . .

A Conceptual Semantlcs Conceptual ; semantlcs deals with the most basic
concept and form of a word before.our thoughts and feelings added context

to-it. .

3

For example, at its most basic we know a.cougar to.be a large wild cat.
But, the word cougar has also come to indicate ‘an older woman who's
dating a younger-man. This is where -context is important.

Conceptual semantics opens the door t0'a conversation on connotation
and denotation. Denotation is the standard definition'of a word: Meanwhile,
connotation deals with the emotion evoked from a word: Conriotation will
be derived from the manner in which you interpret a word or sentence’s
meaning. As siich, semantics and connotation are deeply entwined. For a
deeper dive, read these examples and exércises on connotative words.

Semantics in Everyday Life

One part of studying language is understanding the many meanings of
individual words. Once you have a handle 0n the words themselves, context
comes into play. The same word can be said to two people and they can
interpret themi_ differently.

For example, imagine a man told a woman, "I care for you... a lot.”
Wouldn't that made the woman's heart melt? Sure, if he just said that out
of the blue, walking down the beach one day. But, what if the woman told
the man, "I love you," and, after a long pause, all he said was, "I care for
you... alot.” She'd be crushed. So, contéxt (the cuirrent situation) will always
play a role in everyday semantlcs

Here are some examples of everyday words that can have more than

one meaning:,

A water pﬂl could be a pill with water in it but it is understood to be a
diuretic that causes a person to lose water from his body.

"Crash™ can mean an auto accident, a drop in the Stock-Market, to
attend a party without being invited, ocean waves hitting the shore, or the
sound of cymbals being struck together.




Depending on context, a flowering plant could be referred to as a weed Semantics
a flower.

A human can be referred to as a male, female, child, adult, baby, |
chelor, father or mother.

To call someone a fady means.more than simply being female. Semantics
[l us that, if she’s a lady, she possesses elegance and grace.

“Young” can allude to a colt, fllly, plglet baby, puppy, or kitten.

To say somethmg was challengmg leads us to belleve it was nota good
perience. It wasn't just difficult,’ it was also unpleasant

The verb "move” can mean change place push, pull or carry, or stir
notion. ¥ Py Ak A Wad K P K

To call someone an angel doesn’'t mean they-inhabit-heaven: Semantics
ads-us to believe they have a lovely’ dlspomtmn I »‘Fﬁ#iﬁ"‘i ddr v

s
The word “create” ¢an’ mean build; make, Congtract, erect, compose or |
agine: " WA tes T T A

The simple word "on” can have many meamngs, *such as: on call, on the |
of, on cloud nine, on edge, on fire; oh purpose, on demand, on top, oron’

e phone. i~ - b m e e e e -
+ 1 <
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tuational Semantics

Remember the different connotations of the phrase, "l care fot you?"
:t's revisit the idea that a single line of text can be interpreted in different
ays. Suppose a college grad- was just'hired to a new job. She was excited
start this new chapter; everything seemed glossy and bright.

On the first day, her boss mentions she'll have to travel to the new Miami
fice to help the office hit the ground running. In reality, she'll be going
ere to do very mundane chores like order office supplies and clean the
ibicles (something that nobody else wants to do).

So, as the new employee exclaims, “You chose me? Thank you!" and the

lperwsor says, "Yup, I chose you all right,” we'll know that, given the context

 the situation, the supervisor isn't saymg this in a positive light. However,
e new employee will interpret it to mean something very posttive.

Or, what if a husband comes home with what he labels a "brand new"
ffee table. He might tell his wife it was.a steal and a gorgeous new piece
t their home. The wife might take one look at it and say, "This isn't new. |
w this at the local consignment.shop the other day.” The husband might
tort, "Semantics. It's new to us!” Indeed, two people can take one word or-
(pression and take it to mean entirely different things.

]
"

:mantics in Puns

In your reading, you may come across a pun or fwo. Puns like to play
1 words. They deliberately use multiple meanings to reshape the meaning
" a sentence. So, what. we understand a word to mean can be twisted to
iean something else. We'll see_this in the examples below. In the first one,
‘e-know littering to mean something like . tossing garbage out the window
s we drive. But, the play on words is being made by the fact that dogs
ave "litters” of puppies. They're fun! Let's,take a look:

F
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A dog gave birth to puppies near:the road and was cited for littering.

"One morning I shot an elephant in my pajamas. How he got into my
pajamas I'll never know."- Groucho. Marx

Let's talk about rights and lefts. You're right, so I left.

Time flies like an arrow. Fruit fliés like a banana.

Diet qlogan Are you going the wrong weigh?

I fired my masseuse today She ]ust rubbed me the wrong way.
The best way to commumcatc with a fish is to drop them a line.
Two silkworms, had a.race. They ended up in a tie,

Draw Your Own Conclu:,lons with Semantics

The study of. words:through:semantics provides.a better understanding
of the multiple meanings of words--They're a nice way to spice up:a story or ;
put a fwist,on the.conyersation between. two characters. :

If, indeed, you're working on a short story and would like to play with.
semantics, take a look at Get Creative: How to Write a Short Story. Have
fun’ craftmg mfty conversatxons and making a play on words!

4.3. SEVEN TYPES OF MEANING

Formal Semantics

Originates from Montague's work (see above). Ahighly formalized theory
of natural language semantics in which expressions are assigned denotations
(meanings) such as:individuals, truth-values, or functions from one of these
to another. The truth of a sentence, and its logical relation to other sentences,
is then evaluated relative to a model. .

Linguists rarely employed formal semantics until Richard Montague
showcd how English (or any natural language) could be treated like a formal
language. His contribution to linguistic semantics, which is now known as
Montague grammar, was the basis for further developments, like the

“categorial grammar of Bar-Hillel and colleagues, and the more recent type-

logical semantics (or grammar) based on Lambek calc_ulg_s_

Aims and Scope

There is some disagreement concerning the explanatory roles attributed
to formal semantics. Several theorists ground semantics on facts about
communication, convention and truth, whereas others tend to see it as a
syntactically-driven project primarily concerned with explaining
productivity and systematicity in natural language, and thus part of a larger
linguistic enterprise such as Chomskyan linguistics or any other modular
view of the human linguistic ability. a

Varieties of formal semantics

Most current approaches to formal semantics fall within the paradigm
of the so-called truth-conditional semantics, which atterripts to explain the
meaning of a' senterice by providing the conditions under which it would
be true-However, several adherents to the truth-conditional program have
also argued that there is niore to-meaning than truth-conditions. Alternative




approaches include more cognitive-oriefted proposals such as Pietroski's
treatment of meanings as instructions to build concepts, senténces being
devoid of truth-conditions. Another line of inquiry, using linear logic, is
glue semantics, which is based on the idea of "interpretation a$ deduction”,
closely related to the “parsing as deduc__tip_n;'_ paradigm of categorial
grammar. )

4
Cognitive semantics emerged and developed as a reaction against formal

semantics, but there have been recently several attempts at reconciling both

positions.

S
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Truth-condjtional semantics o

L) - X i v . . . PR iy .!’J B . X
Pioheered by the philosopher Donald Davidson,, another formalized

theory, which aims to associate each natural language sentence with a meta-
language description of the conditions under which it:is true;:forzexample:
'Snow is white' is true if and only if snow is white; The challenge is to arrive
at-the truth,conditions for-any sentences trom fixed meanings assigned-to

the individual words and fixed rulgs for how, to combine them. In-practice, -

truth-conditional semantics is. similar to,model-theoretic semantics;

conceptually, however, they differ, in that,truth.conditional semantics-seeks .
to connect language with statements.about the real-world (in the form of

meta-language statements), rather than with abstract models.

Refutation from necessary truths

Scott'Soames has hatshly criticized truth-conditional semantics on the
grounds that it'is either wrong oruselessly circular.

Under its traditional formulation, truth-conditional semantics gives
‘every necessaty truth precisely the same meaning, for all of them are true
under precisely the same conditions (namely, all of them). And since the
truth conditions of any unnecessarily true sentence arc cquivalent to Lhe
conjunction of those truth conditions and any necessary truth, any sentence
means the same as its meaning plus a necessary truth. For example, if "snow
is white” is true iff snow is white, then it is Lrivially the case that "snow is
white" is true iff snow is white and 2+2=4, therefore under truth-conditional
semantics "snow is white" means both that snow is white and that 2+2=4.

Soames argues further that reformulations that attempt to account for
this. problem must beg the question. In specifying precisely which of the
infinite number of truth-conditions for a sentence will count towards its
meaning, one must take the meaning of the sentence as a guide. However,
we wanted to specify meaning with truth-conditions, whereas now we are

specifying truth-conditions with meaning, rendering the entire process
‘ruitless.

Refutation from deficiency

Michael Dummett (1975) has objected to Davidsost's program on the
srounds that such a theory of meaning will not explain what it is a speaker
s 'to know in ordér for them fo understand a senténce. Dummaett believes
| speaker must know three components of-a sentence to understand its
neaning: a theory’of sense, indicating the part of the meaning that the
'peaker grasps; a theory .of reference, which indicates what claims about
he world are made by‘the sentence, and a theory of force, which indicates

Semantics
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what kind of speech act the expression performs. Dummett further argues
thata theory based on inference, such as Proof-theoretic semantics, provides
a better foundatmn for thlS model than truth-conditional semantics does.

;
Pragmatic intrusion *

Some atithors working within the field of pragmatics have argued that
lingruistic meaning, understood as the output of a purely formal analysis ofa
sentence-type;-underdétermines truth-conditions. These authors, sometimes
labeled "contextialists';, atgue that the role of pragmatic processes is not just
pre-semantic (disambiguation or reference assignment) or post- -sermantic
(drawing implicatures, determining speech acts), but is also key to determmmg
the truth-conditions of an utterance. That is why some contextualists prefer
to' talk about "truith-c ondltlonal pragmatlcs instead of semantlcs

1T Wy ki X
Conceptual semantics 7o e
This theory'is ah effort to-explain propertiés of argument structure. The
assumption behind- this theory is'that'syntactic propertiés of phrases reflect
the meanings of ‘the Words that head them: With this theory, lmgl.usts can
better deal with the fact that subtle differences in word meaning correlate

‘with othersdifferenicesiinithe syntacti¢istructure that.the word appears in.

The way this is gone about is by looking'at the internal structure of words.
These small parts-that make up thie intérnal stracture’ of words are termed

semantic primitives. .
i

Conceptual semantics distinguishes a_single, universal meaning to a
word. Instead of havmg a lexical semantic meaning. in addition to. the.
¢onceptual representation of the actual referent, here the two are combmed
into what }ackcndoff calls "lexical concepts (Murphy 2010: 59) Conceptual
semantics is: consideted to be not just a linguistic. theory, but a theory on
human cognition. Like many semantic theories, Jackendoff ciaims that a
decompositional method is necessary to explore conceptualization. Just as
one of the ways a physical scientist tries to understand matter is by breaking
it down into progressively smaller parts, so a scientific study of
conceptualization proceeds by breéaking down, or decomposing, meanings
into smaller parts. However, this decomposition cannot go on forever, for

“at some point, meanings can no longer be broken down.

This is the levél of conceptual structure, the level of mental
representations which encode the human understanding of the world,
containing the primitive conceptual elements out of which meanings are
built, plus their rules of combination. Conceptual semantics does not work
with a mental dictionary, in the classical sense. There are no definitions
attached to concepts and reference, only the idea of the concept or reference
itself. Just as generative syntax posits a finite set of syntactic categorles and
rules for combining them, so, too, does Conceptual Semantics posit ‘a finite
set of mental primitives and a finite set of principles of mental combination’
governing their interaction (Jackendoff 1990: 9). Jackendoff refers to this
set of primitives and the rules governing them as the 'grammar of sentential
concepts (Jackendoff 1990: 9).

His starting point is a close analy51s of the meanings of lexemes dedicated
to bringing out parallelisms and contrasts which reveal the nature of the
conceptual-structures.underlying them. Jackendoff considers the lexicon to




be made of three parts: phonologlcal syntacttc and conceptual. These tnree
aspects of a concept give a "full picture of a word" (Murphy 2010:60). What
his method shows, he says, is that the psychologlcal organization on which
meaning rests 'lies a very short distance below the’ surface of everyday lexical
items — and that progress can be made'in explormg it" (1991 44y, Jackendoff
claims that a décompositiohal method is necessary to explorc conceptual
structure, in which the concepts underlying word meanmg are broken down
into their smallest elements: conceptual primitives envisaged as the semantic
equlvalents of phonological features. Conceptual ¢ Semantlcs pos1ts a finite
set of mental primitives 2 and a fmlte set of. prmc1ples of mental combmatlon
govemmg thelr mteractlon The conceptual strucmture of a 1ex1ca1 1tem is an
element with zero ‘or more open argument slots;’ whlch are fllled by the

syntacnc complements of the lexical item.. . NI
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Conceptual semantrcs breaks lex1cal concepts .up 1nt0 ontologlcal
categorles events,: states, places, amounts, thmgs,fanch property, to:name a
few. These ontological-categories. are called ;semantic primes, or-semantic
primitives., Jackendoff poses that any concept.in the.human brain can-be
expressed using.these semantic primes. Conceptual -semantics is
compositional, in-that the meanings of-phrases; clauses, and: sentences can
be deterinined from the lexical concepts that make them-up (Murphy 2010:66)

Problenig’?g

Jackendoff's system has been’ cr1t1c1sed for its highly abstract primitives,
which linguists such as errzbmka (2007a 2007b) and Goddard (1998,
2001} have called "obscure”. The main reason for this is because one requires
special tra"rning to understand them, and they often must be translated into
plain English to be communicated. Another criti¢ism often raised against
conceptual semantics is that it is arbitrary. In its-current state, there are no
clear procedures for determining when a primijtive is justified. Another
criticism Wierzbicka and Goddard' have raised is that the theory was
formulated around and applied only toEnglish, though it claims to be
universal.

Cognitive Semantics

Cognitive semantics approaches meaning from the perspective of
cognitive linguistics. In this framework, language'is explained via general
‘human cognitive abilities rathe~ than a domain-specific language module.
The techniques native to cognitive semantics are typically used .in lexical
studies such as those put forth by Leonard Talmy, George Lakoff, Dirk
Geeraerts, and Bruce Wayne Hawkins. Some cognitive semantic
frameworks, such as that developed by Talmy, take into account syntactic
structures as well. Semantics, through modern researchers can be linked to
the Wernicke's area of the brain and can be measured using the event-
related potential (ERP). ERP is the rapid electrical response recorded with
small disc electrodes which are placed on a persons scalp.

Lexical Semantics

A linguistic theory that investigates word meaning. This theory
understands that the meaning of a word is fully reflected by its context.

Semantics
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Here, the meaning of a word is constituted by its contextual relations.
Therefore, a distinction between degrees of participation as well as modes

.of partlclpatlon are made. In order to accomplish this distinction any part

of a sentence that bears a meaning and combines with the meanings of
other constituents is labeled as a semantic constituent. Semantic constituents
that cannot be broken down into more elementary constituents are labeled
minimal Semantlc conshtuents i
Cross-cultural Sema'nti'cs

Various fields ¢ or dlsc1plmes have long been contributing to cross -cultural
semarnitics. Aré words llke love truth and hate umversals7 Is even the word
sense = so’centril to sémantics — a uruversal or a concept entrenched ina

'long- standmg but ‘cultiire: spec1f1c traditiori? These arethe Kind of" cruc1al

questions that are discussed in cross -cultuiral sémantics. Translation’ theory,
ethnolinguistics, linguistic anthropology and cultural Jinguistics Specialize
in the field of comparing, contrasting, and translatmg words ‘terms’and
meanings' fron one ‘language to another (see Hérder, W.'vor Humboldt,
Boas, Sapir, afid' Wharf): But philosophy, sociology, and arlthropology have
long established traditions in contrasting the different'nuancés of the terims
and concepts we use. And online ‘encyclopaedias such’as'the Stanford

- encyclopedia of philosophy, https:/ / plato:stantord.edi, and mdré and more

Wikipedia itself have:greatly facilitated the possibilities of comparing:the
background and usages of key cultural terms. In recent years:the'question
of whether key terms are translatable or untranslatable has increasingly
come to the fore of global discussions, especially since the publication of
Barbara Cassin‘s Dictionary of Untranslatables: A Philosophical Lexicon,
in 2014.

Computational semantics

Computational semantics is focused on the processing of linguistic
meaning. In order to do this concrete algorithms and architectures are
described. Within this framework the algorithms and architectures are also
analyzed in terms of decidability, time/space complexity,data structures
that they require and communication protocols.

4.4. COMPONENTS AND CONTRASTS OF MEANING
(SYNONYMY, ANTONYMY, HYPONYMY, PROTOTYPES)

Synonymy :

A synonym is a word or phrase that means exactly or nearly the same
as another word or phrase in the same language. Words that are synonyms
are said to be synonymous, and the state of being a synonym is called
synonymy. For example, the words begin, start, commence, and initiate are
all synonyms of one another. Words are typically synonymous in one
particular sense: for example, long and extended in the context long time
or extended time are synonymous, but long cannot be used in the phrase
extended family. Synonyms with exactly the same meaning share a seme or
denotational sememe, whereas those with inexactly similar meanings share
a broader denotational or connotational sememe and thus overlap within
a semantic field. The former are sometimes called cognitive synonyms and
the latter, near-synonyms, plesionyms or poecilonyms.
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The semantic qualities or sense relaticns-that exist between words

(lexemes) with closely related meanings (i.e., synonyms). Plural: synonymies.

ontrast with antonymy. ¢

Synonymy may also refer to the study of synonyms or to a list of
ynonyms.

PRI L EEY Heon, o

In the words of Dagmar Divjak, near-synonymy -(the relationship
etween different lexemes that express similar meanings) is "a fundamental
henome_non that influences the structure of ou_i',,l_e;(ical_ Knowledge"

Structuring the Lexicon, 2010).

it £ hensg,

A synonym is a word having the same or nearly the same meaning as
nother word or a phrase. Antonyms are words which, have the opposite
or nearly opposite) meaning. For example: new and old. . PP
; Words that are synonyms are referred to as being synonymous, and the
tate of being a synonym is called synonymy.

“ie  axr ¥

A thesaurus is.a resource similar té a dictionary that helps writers to

Utilizing synonyms is an elegant and frequently applied’ method to to
ake a text more pleasant to read. If the same word is used very often in
everal sentences, it might very well bé the case, that this same word should
escribe,something different in each of. the sentences. Since synonyms are
sually nuanced variations with slightly different meanings, their use will
phasize special characteristicg;- E}nd thus the text will be more precise.

« e

ist of Synonyms

Action

Come — advance, approach?arrive, near, reach

Go — depart, disappear, fade, move, proceed, recede, travel

Run — dash, escape, elope, flee, hasten, hurry, race, rugsh, speed, sprint
Hurry — rush, run, speed, race, hasten, uige, aégélerate, bustle

Hide — conceal, cover, mask, cloak, camouflage, screen, shroud, veil

Move — plod, 80, creep, crawl, inch, poke, drag, toddle, shuffle, trot,
wdle, walk, traipse, mosey, jog, plug, trudge, slump, lumber, trail, lag,
n, sprint, trip, bound, hotfoot, high-tail, streak, stride, tear, breeze, whisk,
sh, dash, dart, bolt, fling, scamper, scurry, skedaddle, scoot, scuttle,
ramble, race, chase, hasten, hurry, hump, gallop, lope, accelerate, stir,
dge, travel, wander, roam, journey, trek, ride, spin, slip, glide, slide, slither,
ast, flow, sail, saunter, hobble, amble, stagger, paddle, slouch, prance,

raggle, meander, perambulate, waddle, wobble, pace, swagger,
omenade, lunge

Do — execute, enact, carry out, finish, conclude, effect, accomplish,
hieve, attain

Have — hold, possess, own, contain, acquire, gain, maintain, believe,
ar, beget, occupy, absorb, fill, enjoy

Use — employ, utilize, exhaust, spend, expend, consume, exercise

Sementics
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Get — acquire, obtain, secure, procure, gain, fetch, find, score,
accumulate, win, earn, rep, catch, net, bag, derive, collect, gather, glean,
pick up, accept, come by, regain, salvage

Keep — hold, retain, withhold, preserve, maintain, sustain, support
Put — place, set, attach, establish, assign, keep, save, set aside, effect
achieve, do, build )

Take — hold, -catch, seize, grasp, win, capture, acquire, pick, choose
select, prefer remove, steal, lift, rob, engage, bewitch, purchase, buy, retract
recall, assume, occupy, consuine

Make ~Zicreate, ‘originate, inivent; beget, form, constrict, design
fabricate: manuhcture produce,ébmld develop, do, effect, execute
compose, perform accomplish;” éatr, gain, obtain, ‘acquiré, get?
Break'“: fractire, rupture,’ ‘shatter,"smash! Wwreck; crash demolish
atomize M, % FEE Tt
Dcdtroy ¥_ ruin, demolish, razc, wakte, kill, slay, end; e\:tmgmsh
K1ll — slay, execute assassmate, murder, destroy, cancel, abollsh
Cut-—— gash slash, prick, mck sever, slice, carve, cleave, slit, chop, croy
lop, 1 reduce
Fall — drop, descend, plunge, topple, tumble
Fly'— soar, hover, flit, wing, flee, walft, glide, coast; skim, sail; cruise
Decide — detérmine, settle choose, resolve .

Help — aid, assist, support encourage, back, wait on, attend, serv
relieve, succor, benefit, befriend, abet

Mark — label, tag, price, ticket, 1mp_éress effect, trace, imprint, stamy
brand, sign, note, heed, notice, desngnate

Plan — plot, scheme, design, draw, map, diagram, procedurst
arrangement, intention, device, contrivance, method, way, blueprmt

Show -— display, exhibit, present, note, point to, indicate, explain, reves
prove, demonstrate, expose

Antonyms

Begin — start, open, launch, initiate, commence, inaugurate, origina

End — stop, finish, terminate, conclude, close, halt, cessatio
discontinuance, cease, halt, stay, pause, discontinue, conclude, finish, gy

Big — large, enormous, huge, immense, gigantic, vast, coloss:
gargantuan, sizable, grand, great, tall, substantial, mammoth, astronomic
ample, broad, expansive, spacious, stout, tremendous, titanic, mountaino

Little — small, tiny, diminutive, shrimp, runt, miniature, puny, exiguo
dinky, cramped, limited, itsy-bitsy, microscopic, slight, petite, minute

New -— fresh, unique, original, unusual, novel, modern, current, rec

Old — feeble, frail, ancient, weak, aged, used, worn, dilapidated, ragg
faded, broken-down, former, old-fashioned, outmoded, passe, veter
mature, venerable, primitive, traditioral, archaic, conventional, customa
stale, musty, obsolete, extinct




False — wrong, fake, fraudulent, counterfeit, spurious, untrue,
unfounded, erroneous, deceptive, groundless, fallacious, incorrect,
inaccurate, mistaken, erroneous, improper, unsuitable

True — right, accurate, proper, precise, exact, valid, genuine, real, actual,
trusty, steady, loyal, dependable, sincere, staunch, correct, accurate, factual,
true, good, just, honest, upright, lawful, moral, proper, suitable, apt, legal,
fair

Fast —: quick, rapid, speedy, fleet, hasty, snappy, mercurial, swiftly,
rapidly, quickly, snappily, speedily, lickety-split, posthaste, hastily,
expeditiously, like a flash

Slow — unhurried, gradual, leisurely, late, behind, tedious, slack

r; Cool — chilly, cold, frosty, ‘wintry, icy, frigid -

¢ -Hot—.feverish, warm, heated, sweltering, torrid, .equatorial, tropical,
erotic, passionate, spicy, peppery, pungent, sharp tangy, tart, fiery, flaming,
sizzling, charged, burning,ﬂsee&ed,Ichlaf_ed_fi_.! inﬂflarned, irritated, red,
starting, stinging 3; ‘s’ . ‘ .

Quiet — silent, still, soundless, mute, tranquil, peaceful, calm, restful,
hushéd, inaudibIe' féticent; téserved; tititutn, $6cttive. Tncommunicative,
tightlipped '

Noisy — loudly, earsplitting, stentorian, strident, clamorous, boisterous,
-clangorous, deafening, roisterous, uproarious, pandemoniac

All — complete, entire, full, gross, outrighf, perfect, total, utter, whole,
any, complete, every, sum, totality, each and every, every bit of, bar none,
every single, everything, everyone

None — nothing, nobody, no one; zero, zilch, no one at all, no part, not
a bit, not a soul, not a thifig, not any, not anyone, not anything, not one,
nonexistent, null nadir, nil, naught, void, nada, blank, nix

Normal — daily, traditional, familiar, routine, proper, ordinary, typical,
cveryday, usual, commonplace, natural, classic, standard, general, bona
fide, established, habitual, orthodox, prevalent, run-of-the-mill, time-
honored, unvarying, average, conventional, customary, common, regular,
garden-variety, household, plain, simple, balanced

Strange — abnormal, aberrant, anomalous, bent, bizarre, deviant, queer,
eccentric, freakish, fanatical, odd, eerie, peculiar, weird, unorthodox,
nonstandard, atypical, different, irregular, nonconforming, offbeat, unusual,
extraordinary, insane, irrational, disorderly, rare, exceptional, extreme,
outlandish

Descriptive

Describe — portray, characterize, picture, narrate, relate, recount,
represent, report, record

Difference — disagreement, inequity, contrast, dissimilarity,
incompatibility .
Explain — elaborate, clarify, define, interpret, justify, account for

Idea — thought, concept, conception, notion, understanding, opinion,
plan, view, belief

Semantics
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Look — gaze, see, glance, watch, survey, study, seek, search for, peek,
peep,-glimpse, stare, contemplate, examine, gape; ogle, scrutinize, inspect,
leer, behold, observe, view, witness, perceive, spy, sight, discover, notice,
recognize, peer, eye, gawk, peruse, explore

Story — tale, myth, legend, fable, yarn, account, narrative, chrorucle
epic, sage, anecdote, record, memoir :

Tell — disclose, reveal, show, expose, uncover, relate, narrate, inform,
advise, explain divulge, declare, command, order, bid, recount, repeat

Think — judge, deem, assume, believe, cons1der contemplate, reflect,

‘mediate v

Feelings e Leb PRTNEL
Anger — enrage, infuriate, arouse, nettle, éxasp'erate;"iﬁflame, madden
+ Angry = niad, furious, eriraged, éxcited, wrathful, 1nd1gnant

“exasperatcd; aroused, inflamed ! ¥ S

Calm—qmet peaceful still, tranquil, mild, serene, smooth composed,
collected unruffled, level-headed, unexcited, detached, aloof

Eager — keen, fervent, enthusiastic, _mvo}v_ecl, mterested, alive.to
r _ ( _ :

Fear — fright, dread, terror, alarm, dismay, anxiety, scare, awe; horror,
panic, apprehension

LAl L
Happy — pleased, contented, satisfied, delighted, elated joyful, cheerful,
ecstatic, jubilant, gay, ncld.e\ gratified, glad, bllSan.ll overjoyed

Hate — despise, loathe, detest abhor, dleaVOI‘ dislike, disapprove,
abominate

Love — like, admire, esteem, fancy, care for, cherish, adore, treasure,
worship, appreciate, savor &

Moody — temperamental, changeable; short-tempered, glum, morose,
sullen, mopish, irritable, testy, peevish, fretful, spiteful, sulky, touchy

Sad — miserable, uncomfortable, wretched, heart-broken, unfortunate,
poor, downhearted, sorrowful, depressed, dejected, melancholy, glum,
gloomy, dismal, discouraged, unhappy

Scared — afraid, frightenec}, alarmed, terrified, panicked, fearful,
unnerved, insecure, timid, shy, skittish, jumpy, disquieted, worried, vexed,
troubled, disturbed, horrified, terrorized, shocked, petrified, haunted,
timorous, shrinking, tremulous, stupefied, paralyzed, stunned, apprehensive

Negative

Awful — dreadful, terrible, abominable, bad, poor, unpleasant

Bad — evil, immoral, wicked, corrupt, sinful, depraved, rotten,
contaminated, spoiled, tainted, harmful, injurious, unfavorable, defective,
inferior, imperfect, substandard, faulty, improper, inappropriate, unsuitable,
disagreeable, unpleasant, cross, nasty, unfriendly, irascible, horrible,
atrocious, outrageous, scandalous, infamous, wrong, noxious, sinister,
putrid, snide, deplorable, dismal, gross, heinous, nefarious, base, obnoxious,
detestable, despicable, contemptible, foul, rank, ghastly, execrable

Crooked — bent, twisted, curved, hooked, zigzag




Dangerous — perilous, hazardous, risky, uncertain, unsafe N Semantics

Dark — shadowy, unlit, murky, gloomy, dim, dusky, shaded, sunless,
black, dismal, sad

Dull — boring, tiring,, tiresome, uninteresting, slow, dumb, stupid,
unimaginative, lifeless, dead, insensibl__e,vtedious, wearisome, listless
expressionless, plain, monotonous, humdrum, dreary

Fat— stout, corpulent, ﬂeghy,_beefy, paunchy, plump, full, rotund, tubby,
pudgy, chubby, chunky, burly, bulky, elephantine

Gross — improper, rude, coarse, indecent, crude, vulgar, outrageous,
extreme, grievous, shameful, uncouth, obscene, low .

Hurt — damage, harm, injure, wound, distress, afflict, pain
¥ "Lazy — indolent, slothful, idle, inactive, sliiggish + - s -
Predicament — quandary, dilemixia, pickle, problem, plight, spot; scrape,

j am. 2 -, at

r

«Trouble — distress, anguish, anxiety, worry, wretchedness; pain, danger,
peril, disaster, grief, misfortune, difficulty, concern, pains, . inconvenience,
exertion, .effort , 4 31

.. Ugly.— hideous, frightful, frightening,*shockin’g;-horrible,"unpleasant,
monstrous, terrifying, gross, grisly, ghastly, horrid,-unsightly, plain, homely,
evil, repulsive, repugnant, gruesome

Positive

Amazing — incredible, unbelievable, improbabie, fabulouf, wonderful,
fantastic, astonishing, astounding, extraordinary
ra

Beautiful — pretty, lovely, handsome, attractive, gorgeous, dazzling,
splendid, magnificent, comely, fair, ravishing, graceful, elegant, fine,
exquisite, aesthetic, pleasing, sha pely, delicate, stunning, glorious, heavenly,
resplendent, radiant, glowing, blooming, sparkling

Brave — courageous, fearless, da untless, intrepid, piucky, daring, heroic,
valorous, audacious, bold, gallant, valiant, doughty, mettlesome

Bright — shining, shiny, gleaming, brilliant, sparkling, shimmer_ing,
adiant, vivid, colorful, lustrous, luminous; incandescent, intelligent,
<nowing, quick-witted, smart, intellectual

Delicious — savory, delectable, appetizing, luscious, scrumptious,
alatable, delightful, enjoyable, toothsome, exquisite

Enjoy — appreciate, delight in, be pleased, indulge in, luxuriate in, bask
In, relish, devour, savor, like

Famous — well-known, renowned, celebrated, famed, eminent,
llustrious, distinguished, noted, notorious

Funny -— humorous, amusing, droll, comic, comical, laughable, silly

Good — excellent, fine, superior, wonderful, marvelous, qualified, suited,
uitable, apt, proper, capable, generous, kindly, friendly, gracious, obliging,
leasant, agreeable, pleasurable, satisfactory, well-behaved, obedient,
onorable, reliable, trustworthy, safe, favorable, profitable, advanta geous,
ighteous, expedient, helpful, valid, genuine, ample, salubrious, estimable,
eneficial, splendid, great, noble, worthy, first-rate, top-notch, grand, sterling,
uperb, respectable, edifying
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.negate, .express,. verbalize, voice, articulate,. pronounce, deliver, convey,
-impart, assert, state, allege, mutter, mumble, whisper, sigh, exclaim, yell,

Great — noteworthy, worthy, distinguished, remarkable, grand,
considerable, powerful, much, mighty

Mischievous — prankish, playful, naughty, roguish, waggish, impish,
sportive

Neat — clean, orderly, tidy, trim, dapper, natty, smart, elegant, well-
organized, super, desirable, spruce, shipshape, well-kept, shapely

Popular — well-liked, approved, accepted, favorite, celebrated, common,
current .

Talk / Speech . A
Answer — reply, respond, retort, acknowledge '

¥

Ask — question, inquire of,.seek information from, put a question to,
dg:m_aqd,_ request, expect, inquire, query, interrogate, examine, quiz

Cry — shout, yell, yowl, scream, roar, bellow, weep, wail, sob, bawl

Say /Tell —inform, notify, advise; relate, recount, narrate, explain, reveal,
disclose, 'divulge, declare, command, ‘order, 'bid; enlighten, instruct, insist,
teach, train, direct, issue, remark, converse, speak, affirm, suppose, utter,

sing, yelp, snarl, hiss, grunt, snort, roar, bellow, thunder, boom, scream,

shriek, screech, squawk, whine, philosophize, stammer, stutter, lisp, drawl,

jabber, protest, announce, swear, vow, content, assure, deny, dispute
' B ]

Mean (Something) — add up to, affect, be important, be of value, be
substantive, carry weight, connote, count, denote, express, imply, intend,
involve, signify, spell, stand for, suggest, vah,lﬁe, weigh in,

Unsorted

Somewhat — a little, sort of, kind of, a bit, relatively,slightly, moderately,
to some extent / degree , reasonably, partially, more or less, not much

rather, quite, fairly, by a long shot, by far, rather, significantly, well

Somehow — In a way, virtually, to a certain extent, in some measure, tQ
some extent, to a certain degree, quasi , in a manner of speaking, effectively

anyhow, anyway, anywise, by hook or by crook, another, howsoever,
in any way, somchow or other, someway, by some means

Definite — certain, sure, positive, determined, clear, distinct, obvious
Fair — just, impartial, unbiased, objective, unprejudiced, honest

Important — necessary, vital, critical, indispensable, valuable, essential
significant, primary, principal, considerable, famous, distinguished, notabls
well-known '

Interesting — fascinating, engaging, sharp, keen,-bright, intelligent
animated, spirited, attractive, inviting, intriguing, provocative, thought
provoking, challenging, inspiring, involving, moving, titillating, tantalizing
exciting, entertaining, piquant, lively, racy, spicy, engrossing, absorbing
consuming, gripping, arresting, enthralling, spellbinding, curious
captivating, enchanting, bewitching, appealing

Part — portion, share, piece, allotment, section, fraction, fragment




Place — space, area, spot, plot, region, location, situation, position,
esidence, dwelling, set, site; station, status, state

Antonymy
Antonyms are words that have contrasting, or opposite, meanings. Like
o much of the English language, "antonym" is rooted in the Greek
nguage. The Greek word anti means opposite, while onym means name.
posite name - that makes sense!

Since the English language is so complex, people may disagree about
hich words truly have opposite meanings. With the examples of antonyms
isted below, we try to clear that up and offer some tactics for choosing the
ost appropriate word every tiine.
pes of Antonyms

You may be interested to know that there are three different kinds of
ntonyms. Let's take a look at each one:

Complementary: Complementary antonyms have no middle ground.
xamples include: '

boy - girl, off - on, night - day, entrance - exit, exterior - interior, true -
Ise, dead - alive, push - pull, pass - fail

Relational: These are similar to complementary antonyms, except that

oth must exist for them to be antonyms of each other. Check out these
xamples:

above - below, doctor - patient, husband - wife, servant - master, borrow
lend, give - receive, predator - prey, buy - sell, instructor - pupil

Graded: These antonyms deal with levels of comparison and they can
e two words on a scale. Many are relative terms, which can be interpreted
ifferently by different people. Examples include:

young - elderly, hard - easy, happy - wistful, wise - foolish, fat - slim,
arm - cool, early - late, fast - slow, dark - pale

Add a Prefix to Create an Antonym

Sometimes, you don't need to search for another word entirely. It's
ossible to create an antonym simply by adding a prefix to the word.

Some examples of antonyms created by adding the prefix dis- are:
A

Above - below

absent - present
abundant - scarce
accept - decline, refuse
accident - intent
accomplishment - failure
accurate — inaccurate
achieve - fail

add — subtract

adjacent — distant

FoE Pt S
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admire - detest

admit — deny, reject
adore - hate
advance-- retreat

advantage ~ disadvantage

affirm — deny

afraid — confident
after — before

aid - hinder. .
against - for

agree — disagree

alert - asleep

alive - dead

all : none, nothing
allow — forbid

alone — together
amateur - professional
ally - enemy’

always — never
amuse - bore

ancient - modern
answer - question
antonym - synonym
apart — together
apparent - obscure

appear - disappear, vanish

approve — disapprove
argue - agree

arrive — depart
arrogant - humble
artificial - natural
ascend ~ descend
attack - defend
attractive — repulsive
attract - repel

awake — asleep
awkward - graceful
B

back - front
backward - forward
bad - good

—




backward - forward
beautiful - ugly
before - after

begin - end

below - above

bent - straight

best - worst

better - worse, worst
big - little, small
birth -~ death

bitter - sweet

black - white

blame - praise

bless - curse

bitter — sweet

blunt — sharp

bold - timid, meek
borrow - lend
bottom - top

bound - unbound, free
bouﬁdlé.gs — limited
bravery - cowardice
break — repair

brief - l_oné

bright - dim, dull
brighten - fade
broad — narrow
build - destroy

busy - idle
buy - sell
C

calm ~ windy, troubled
can - cannot, can't i
capable - incapable
captive - free

capture — release

careful - careless

cause — effect

cautious — careless
centre - edge

cheap — dear, expensive

wolsl e
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‘he Structure of Modern English cheerful - sad, discouraged, dreary
Mid-Eng.-100) child - adult

chilly — warm

clean - dirty

clear — vague, cloudy, opaque
clever — stupid
clockwise — anti-clockwise
close - distant, open
cold — hot

combine — separate
come — go

comfort — discomfort
common — rare
complex — simple
compliment — insult
conceal — reveal
constant — variable
continue — interrupt
cool — warm

cope - original
correct — incorrect
courage — cowardice
crazy — sane

crooked - staight
cruel - kind

cry - laugh

cunning — simple

D

dainty — clumsy
damage - improve
danger — safety

dark — light
dawn — sunset
day - night

decrease - increase
deep - shallow
definite - indefinite
demand - supply
despair - hope
destroy — create

difficult - easy

A A ol Taacbsviirbiniialo AAaterial .




dim - bright

disappear - appear
discourage - encourage
disease — health

dismal - cheerful
divide - unite

doubt - trust

down - up

downwards - upwards
dreary - cheerful

dry - moist, wet

dull - bright, shiny
dusk - dawn

E
carly - late
Fast - West

easy - hard, difficult
economise - waste
empty - full

encourage - discourage
end - begin, start
entrance - exit

even - odd

evil - good

excited - calm

expand - contract, shrink
export - import

exterior - interior
external - internal

F

fade - brighten

fail - succeed

false - true

famous ~ unknown
fancy - plain

far - near

fast - slow

fat - thin

feeble - sturdy, strong, powerful
few - many

fiction - fact

1
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find — lose

finish — start

firm - flabby =

first — last

fix - break

float — sink

follow - lead

foolish = wise

fore — aft

forgive - blame

free - bo_upd, captive, restricted
« fold *'unfold
forget - -remember
found - lost
frank - secretive
fresh - stale
frequent - seldom
friend - enemy
for - against
fortunate - unfortunate

full — empty

funny = empty - e
future — present, past

G .

gathe; - distribute
generous — stingy, mean
gentle - rough, violent
.getz givé
giant - tiny, small, dwarf
give - receive, take
glad - sad, sorry
gloomy - cheerful
go — stop, come
good - bad, evil )
grant - refuse et A
" great - tiny, small, unimportant, minute
grow - shrink
guest - host
“guilty — innocent
_H
.. “handsome - ugly




happy - sad, miserable Semantics
hard — easy o
hard - soft £
harmful - harmless '

harsh - mild " M
hasten - dawdle e
hate - love - I
healthy - diseased, ill, sick, unhealthy !
heat - cold . e 1
heaven - hell

heavy - light o o2
help - hinder fe 5y 1
here - there ~ >

s i ey

hero - coward R »
high - low

hill - valley

hinder - help V
honest — dishonest

hopeful - hopeless

horizontal - vertical

hot - cold

humble - proud

huge - tiny

I

Ighore - notice

ill - healthy, well

imitation - genuine

immense — minute, tiny, small
immigrate - emigrate
important - trivial

imprison - free

in - out

include - exclude

increase - decrease

inferior - superior

inhale - exhale

inner — outer

innocent - guilty

inside - outside

intelligent - stupid, unintelligent
interesting — boring, dull, uninteresting
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e

interior - exterior

-internal - external
. intentional -~ accidental

J -

jeopardize - secure
join - separate
junior - senior

just - unjust
justice — injustice
K

_geen — uninterested

kmd — cruel, nasty

‘knowledge - ignorance

known — unknown

L

lack ~ abundance, plenty
landlord - tenant

‘large - small

last — first

late -early

laugh - cry

lawful - unlawful, illegal
lazy - industrious
leader - follower
left - right \
lend -borrow
lengthen - shorten
lenient - strict

left - right

less - more

light - dark, heavy
life - death

like - dislike, hate

¢ likely - unlikely )

limited - boundless
little — big

live - die

lofty - lowly

long - short

loose - tight

lose — find




Joser,- winner

i .
;Pss ~ win
Aoud - quiet

love - hate

low — high

lower - raise

loyal - disloyal

M

mad - happy, sane
major - minor
many - few
mature - immature
maximum - minimum
mean - generous
melt - freeze .
mend - break
merry - sad

messy - neat
minor - major
minority - majority
miser — spendthrift
miss - catch

misunderstand - understand

more — less

much - little

N

narrow — wide, broad

native ~ foreigner, stranger

natural - artificial
near - far, distant
neat - messy, untidy
negative - affirmativ.
never - always

new — old, ancient
nice ~ awful, nasty
night - day - = .~
no’- yes

nobody - everybody
noisy - quiet

none — some

nothing - everything
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notice — ignore

now - then

North - South

O

obedient — disobedient
occasionally - frequently
odd - even

offer — refuse

often — seldom, sometimes
old - young

old - new

on - off

open - closed, shut
opposite- same, similar
optimist — pessimist
order - mess

out - in

outer — inner
outside — inside
outskirts - centre

over — under

P

pass - fail

past - present

patient - impatient
peace - war
permanent — temporary
permit - forbid

please - displease
plentiful - scarce
plural - singular
poetry - prose

polite - rude, impolite

poor — rich, wealthy

poverty - wealth
possible - impossible
poverty - wealth, riches
powerful — weak, feeble
presence — absence
pretty — ugly

private - public
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prudent - imprudent
pure - impure, contaminated
push - pull

Q

qualified — unqualified
quick - slow

question - answer
quiet - loud, noisy

R

raise - lower

rapid - slow

rare - common |

rear — front

réceive — send’

reduce — increase
refuse — agree, accept
regular - irregular

real - fake
rest - work
rich - poor

right - left, wrong
right-side-up - upside-down
rough - smooth, soft, gentle
rude — courteous

S

sad - happy

safe — unsafe, dangerous
same -- opposite, different
satisfy — unsatisfied, dissatisfy
secure — insecure

seldom - often

scatter — collect

senior - junior

separate - join, connect, together
serious — trivial, funny
second-hand - new
security — insecurity

sense - nonsense

shallow — deep

sharp - blunt

shrink — grow
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short — long

shut - open

sick - healthy, ill
simple - complex, hard, complicated
singular - plural

sink - float

slim - fat, thick, stout
slow — fast

smooth - rough
sober - drunk

soft — hard

solid - liquid

some - none

SOTTOW - jOy

sour - sweet

SOwW -reap

straight ~ crooked
stand - lie

start - finish

stop - go

strict — lenient, indulgent
strong - weak
success - failure
sunny - cloudy
synonym - antonym
sweet - sour

T
take - give
tall - short

tame - wild

them - us

there - here

thick — thin

throw - catch
tight - loose, slack
tiny - big, huge
together - apart
top - bottom
tough - easy, tender |
transparent - opaque
true - false

ssfioe .

¥
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truth - lie, untruth

[§)
under - over
unfold - fold

unity ~ division

unknown known
unquahfxed quahfled
unsafe - safe £
up:-.down

: up51cle down 2 nght-‘s’;de up

upstalrs downstalrs
3

- them
.Lgsgfu]_ - useless | .
W - LI s £

vacant — occupied-
valuable - valueless
vanish - appear

vast - tiny N

victory - defeat

virtue - vice

visible - invisible
voluntary - compulsory
vowel - consonant

W .

war - peace

wax - wane

weak - strong

wet - dry

white — black

weak - strong, powerful
white - black

wide - narrow

win - lose

wisdom - folly, stupidity
within — outside

worse — better

worst - best
wrong - right
Y

yes - no

young - old

Semantics
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| is called hyponymy or inclusion.

Z

zip - unzip

Hyponymy )
Hyponymy shows the relationship between a generic term (hypernym)
and a specific instance of it (hyponym). A hyponym is.a word or phrase
whose semantic field is more specific than its hypernym. The semantic field
of a hypernym, also known as a superordinate, is bréader than that of a
hyponym. In linguistics and lexicography, hyponym is a term used to
designate a particular member of a broader class. For instance, daisy and
rose are hyponyms of flower. Also called a subtype or a subordinate term.
The adjective is hyponymic. The term is pronounced "HI-po-nim’, (with the
emphasis on the first syllable), and its etymology from the Greek, "below"
plus "name." R
Words that arc hyponyms of the same broader term (thaf'is; a Hypérnym)
are called co-hyponyms. The semantic relatiorship between each of the

more specific words (such as daisy and rose) and the broader term (flower)’

- X

Hyponymy is not restricted to nouns. The verb tg see, for example, has
several hyponyms—glimpse, stare, gaze, ogle, and so on. Il "Language: Its
Structure and Use," Edward Finnegan points out that although "hyponymy
is found in all languages, the concepts that have words in hyponymic
relationships vary from one language to the next.”

Examples and Observations

"Hyponymy is a less familiar term to most people-than either synonymy
or antonymy, but it refers to a much more important sense relation. It
describes what happens when we say "An X is a kind of Y'—A daffodil is a
kind of flower, or simply, A daffodil is a flower.”

_ David Crystal, The Cambridge Encyclopedia of the English Language,

"2nd ed. Cambridge University Press, 2003

Examples of Hyponyms
A hyponym is a word of more specific meaning
1. profit and perks

. lake and long

. phobia and cynophobia
. recipient and addressee
. music and opera

. valor and gladiator

. male and man

. dog and dachshund

. person and self

W oo <1 S e WM

10. sweetie and sweetie-pie
11. organization and institution
12. beverage and champagne

13. tree and oak




14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19,
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
- spices and ginger £
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
- manner and fashion
45,
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.
53.

linguistics and etymology
recalcitrance and adamant
soup and gazpacho

cheese and bryndza

bully and tyrannize

nephew and great-nephew
vaccine and vaccine-challenged
parasitology and parasitism
sport and tennis

apparatus and toolkit
giftedness and well-rounded

hematology and hematopoiesis
disease and lipedema

rage and mad

oncology and cancer
predisposition and vulnerable
interference and intervened
generosity and charity
pudding and haggis

steppe and shrub-steppe
mango and langra
satisfaction and comfort
sentiment and mind-blowing
place and inn

emanation and light-emitting
detraction and downplay
criterion and subpar
well-being and exercitation
confectionery and chocolate

building and citadel

drink and tea

feeling and anguish

food and meat

personality and goddess
insectophobia and arachnophobia
pie and pirog

recreation and canyoning

lust and desirous

4
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54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
. hobby and volleybail
. 65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
71.
72.
73.
74.
75.
76.
77.
78.
79.
80.
81.
82.
. opposition and cons
84.
85.
86.
87.
88.
89.
90.
91.
92.

impoliteness and shameless
invalidity and unsustainable
immunity and disenfranchise
goods and affluent

heroism and hero

colour and blue

medicine and analgesic
superhero and superman
midwifery and midwife

boating and sailing

specialist and implementer
sob and whiny "
repose and dream-maker
preference and electable
spotlight and highlight
restriction and restrictive
nostalgia and nostalgic
nobility and samurai

tale and anecdote

religion and judaism
coffee and espresso

unity and completeness
sausage and chorizo
genetics and genes
aliveness and life
susceptibility and allergic
standard and sub-par
group and we

aversion and grimly

sound and head-phones

state and monarchy

surgery and medical
business-minded and competent
eminent and pre-eminent

pasta and tortellini

intimacy and togetherness

salad and tabbouleh

e




93. drawing and scribble
94. discretion and prudence

95. cake and pancake .
96. commerce and marketing

# 37
97.}_‘ fesentm!grﬂl_t and envy ’
98. kindness and benevolence
99.. kitchen and kitchen-stuff
‘1001 brainstorming and brainwriting « > ~ i g
T ORI fids 1 A ot gy,
Prototype e Yng

oo . . . i
A prototype is a rudimentary working sample, model, mock—_lflp Or just

a simtlation of ‘the actual product ‘based o Which the otl;iér”fd:rmé (l\t;l‘ifP, |
g o

o ] B
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final product; and-variations) are developed.
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"The main ‘motive behind Jprofotyping.is to, validate the, design of .the

actual product. Somietimes, creating a prototype is called materialization

as it'is"the“first stepof ‘transforming thé Virtual ot conceptudlized design
into the real physical form. N T L L

A prototype is an early sample, model, or. release.of a product,built to
test a concept or process. It is a term used in a variety,of contexts, including

Y

semantics, design, electronics, and software programming. A prototype is
generally used to evaluate a new design to enhance precision by system
analysts ‘and’ users.. '

Lo ™, H H

Qualities: Of A Good Prototype s !
Representation
A prototype is a rudimentary representation of. the actual product. It
represents how the product will look and /or work like.
Precision

More precise the prototype, better the response and feedback.
Functional

. A good prototype performs the basic functions of the actual product (if
possible). * - _
A i *
Improvision
A good prototype is one which can be improvised on with minimum
effort. This one of the most important aspect of prototyping as a prototype
is subject to many improvisations. :

Types of Prototypes
‘Basis-On What They Represent
While a prototype can be in the form of paper, digital, miniature or a
partial product, all of these can be categorized into three categories on the
basis of what they represent. ' '
“*Functional Prototypes :
Functional prototypes are designed to imitate the functions of the actual

product as closely as possible no matter '_hpi}v different they look from the
s : ¥ ; :

{ 3
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actual product.These types of prototypes are produced for. the products
which are dependent on the funetion rather than the display.

For example: creating a backend prototype without working on the
‘frontend of the website. - . F
Display Prototypes -

Display prototypes are designed with more focus on the look and feel
of the product rather than the functions. These prototypeés-may or'may not
function but represent the look of the actual product very well.«

Display prototypes are usually used in-the fashion industry‘and in other
industries where looks are more important.

2

n;‘nh;ﬁ w i?!?ﬂi
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Miniatures are smialler versions,or the basic versions, of ey, , st
focused on both the functional aspect as. well as thecd; ~ysaspect.
Nevertheless, these aren’t the actual products and lacky” ;%gy_qualiti__‘es of
'_tljle adétuf;éliﬁrbdﬁét 1iké not wgrkir’i'gt étffi.ivl_ll*'ca_pabit'j’f: 'é_tc’. , 2l

! Miniatures

" ‘Miniatufées are ustally developéd by the 3D printing of the product.

Basis On How They Are Used Lo
From a:usability perspective, the prototypes can'be categdrized into:
Thi‘gifvaway prototype T
_ 'I:‘hfbwawa_x}prototype refers to the models. which are eventually
discarded or thrown away rather than becoming a part.of the actual

product. These products are only used to represent what an actual product
can do. Throwaway prototypes are also called close ended- prototypes

Evolutionary Prototype ol

Evolutionary prototyping uses a different approach than: throwaway
prototyping and involves building a basic but robust prototypein a manner
which can further be improved and built upon to form an actual saleable
product. This avoids wastage of resources.

Prototype Examples

Prototypes come in many types and shapes. It all depends on the reason
for what a prototype is created. While some prototypes are developed just
to represent or mimic the functioning or the look of the product (paper
prototypes, HTML prototypes, etc.) to investors, some include.showing a
miniature version (3D print, single version of the lot, etc.) of the product
with-full or partial functionality.* ~ |

[}

Wireframes

The favorite. Do you know how to draw boxes and arrows? Well
congratulations, you're well on your way to making a wireframe prototype
that gives someone a sense of what your product does.

Of course, it's slightly more complicated than drawing some basic
geometric shapes. You need to put some thought into. how a product
experience should look and feel like and make sure that’s communicated in
the wireframes you create. ’

The wireframe provides a skeleton of your product and gives a very
Jow-fidelity feel for it. There’s still a gap between the wireframe and an



actual tangible version of your product. But it’s an excellent low-cost and
low-effort for someone to get a feel for what you're thinking.

In the world of developing an MVP, this can be helpful, but this is more
frequently used to gauge a user’s response to your proposed design
experience. It’s a great tool to start a conversation with potential users so
that you can dive deeper into their needs.

Slide deck

An original. PowerPoint is as pervasive in the office as meetings. You
can’t-go anywhere without:running into. them. Well, instead. of using them

to go-on about quarterly projections, you.can als__o, use th‘em.x:to,prototy,pe a
user journey, of a product. PowerPoint is a great way to-create a_product,
flow just using mockups. You design your mockups and place each one:in

a slide. You can even use PowerPoint’s interactive features S0 you can give
the user the feeling of interacting with a product. Henry Tsai at Google
Ventures goes into“more depth here if you're interested’in building ‘out a
PowerPoint protolypé. - o R & oo g . . :

I've seen one successful startup start with a hardcc;py printout of
PowerPoint slides. The founder would swap ouit the pages when the user

touched the right:“button” on the page. It's prétty low-techbut worked-

really well for:them. -

These slide decks may seem like something that’s again better to evaluate
experience instead of value. I actually sold a couple of (small) deals on just
a PowerPoint prototype at a previous company (technically it was Apple
Keynote)!

Landing pages

Ok, it’s time to start thinking about gauging interest for your overall
idea. A landing page prototype is a great way to see if someone is interested
enough to give you an email address for future updates.

There are so many examples of this because they’re pretty easy to make.
One of the most well known is Buffer. They created a landing page that
gave a quick articulation of what they were planning on releasing. Those
interested could sign up for notifications. These signups signaled to Buffer’s
creators how much interest there was. While it doesn’t necessarily gauge
willingness to pay, it lets you start somewhere.

Of course, once you have a landing page built (and you .can use a-host
of cheap service to create-one), you still have to get traffic there: You can
buy ad traffic, use social media, connect with influencers who i ght promote
the page, or use some other similar techniques. Unfortunately, there’s no
magic bullet to bring everyone to it, so you'll have to grind it out to get
exposure.

Functional frontend

In our post about MVPs, I mentioned some friends of mine who created
a website to see if anyone would be interested in buying “customized”
granola. You might think that's a silly attempt, but you might-have heard
of a far more successful version of that tactic: Zappos.

The founder- of Zappos, realizing there wasn’t a way to buy quality
footwear online, decided to see if there was any appetite to buy shoes online.

Salfl
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It’s a good thing to question since a lot of folks like to purchase shoes after
trying them on. It’s not clear that people would buy shoes online after not
having tried them on.

So he went to a nearby shoe store and took a bunch of pictures of shoes.
He built a site and put the pictures of the shoes on there If .anyone bought
the shoes online, he’d go over to the store, buy the shoes at full price, and
ship them to the buyer. Ty

He most:likely lost money on the operation, but it’s safe to say that
Zappos would more-than cover the value of that experiment. There’s a'lot
of value in making‘existing processes (i.e.’ purchasing)' more convenient.

‘This-extends the landing page idea further to'see if there’s a willingness to

buy-for your idea:  ~
leard 'of Oz * 3

IR T -t { e IR ;
If, you'r re famlllar w1th the mov1e, thls type of prototype might.seem,

obvious. While ynu don’t need to operate a giant head while speaking.into

a rmcrophone, you are rlimnmg a sort of facade.
T s ik 2.
Ata previous company, we used, thls approach to see if there was interest |

in building out a f full add-ons marketplace for our. product

wd e
We didn’t have the integration completed. So when a-user added an
add-on to their infrastructure, one of our engineers would manuaily add it.
Someone else would have to work with the finance department to manually
updatc the blllmg

i

It worked, and we built out a great add-ons marketplace with dozens
of partners. The “Wizard of Oz” prototype is very similar to the.functional
frontend. I wanted to distinguish between replicating an existing process
with a layer of value (buying a shoe but on a website) and prototyping an
entirely new process (selling services through an existing product).

Video

Just as trailers are a great way to hype a movie, you can use it to hype
your product or service. Videos can range from showing a working
prototype to just an idea.

Recently, people have become more obsessed with making viral videos,
hoping it'd bring fame and fortune. Good luck.

There is no magic to produce a viral video. It happens, or it doesn’t, and
anyone.who tells you that they know the magical formula is trying to'sell
you a bridge. If you think a video is a great way to show your product off;
stick to simplicity. Dropbox’s video is pretty straightforward (with a couple
of quick jokes in there).

Crowdsourcing

Crowdsourcing is basically taking the video approach to prototyping
and throwing on a payment link. Crowdsourcing is a great way to see if
anyone will pay for your product.

Again, like the video idea above, your description and video can range
from working product to an idea. If your crowdsourcing page focuses more
on an idea, you may need to add some video production quality to capture
someone’s eye.




There's been a 1ot more attention on folks calling out crowdsourcers
who raise money and don’t deliver on the project..Of course, this is.a risk
they take on, but you need-to make sure you.can do everything you can to
minimize this risk as well. Remember, you're testing the value of your idea,
not seiling a dreaq}.

Low fidelity product

] sj F Y ’ £ = ! 700 i“i-’r
R - T R T N

You can call this your alpha, beta, or-whatever.Greek letter suits your |-
fancy. This prototype.is a working version.of your.product that a- user can-

use. You can read more about how we built our Slack integration in 20
days. Part of the process was to create a lo-fizprototype. for-internal
evaluation of the integration before testing, it with customers. ,. %

You used to need to-have some modetate level technical skill to pull off

even:a.working, barely functioning prototype. But-with today’s no-code

(or:low-code) movement, a non-technical ‘person: can create.a working.

prototype of something. ProductHunt’s Ryan Hoover offersmore-insight

into the “ng-code”. movement with alot of great examples of tools you-can _

use. It's now so mucheasier for anyone to get a working prototype built.
Your. creativity . ¥

The sky’s the limit.on how you want.to.test.the value of.your:idea: The |

eight listed here are options-that I've-come: across, but they are certainly

not an exhaustive list. Spend. time thinking about what you want; to |

accomplish, and please let us know if .you've tried some other kinds of
prototyping! )

4.5 LEXICAL RELATIONS (HOMONYMY, HOMOPHONY,
POLYSEMY,; METONYMY)

A lexical relation is a culturally recognized pattern of association that
exists between lexical units in a language.

Lexical semantics (also known as lexicosemantics), is a subfield of
linguisticsemantics. The units of analysis in lexical semantics are lexical
units which include not only words but also sub-words or sub-units such
as affixes and even compound words and phrases. Lexical units make up
the catalogue of words in a language, the lexicon. Lexical semantics looks
at how the meaning of the lexical units correlates with the structure of the
language or syntax. This is referred to as syntax-semantic interface.

Kinds:
Paradigmatic Lexical Relation
Syntagmatic Lexical Relation

.

Underlying structure

Each lexical relation'has an underlying structure that describes the
relationship that senses within a lexical relation set have with each other.

Here are some underlying structures of lexical relations:
simple set
scale

set of pairs

tree
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Homonymy =~ .. -

+ Homonymis éxiét:in many languages'but in English homonymy is more
frequent thar' in’ Builgarian. The greater!the tendency for shorter words in
the language, the gf_féater.possibility-foif" the occurrence of homonymy.

The word Homonymy (from the G'I'ﬁeek—homos: same, onoma: name)
is the relation between words with identical forms but different meanings—
that is, the condition:of being homonyms. A stock example is the word
bank as it appears-in “river bank” and;"savings 7bank.”

gt i i
, Aristotle on'Homonymy ! £

"Those things are-called homonymous of which'the name alone is
‘common, but the account of being corresponding to the name is

.different... Those:things are called .synonymous of which- the name is

common, and.the-account of being=corresponding to' the name is the
: same."(Aristotle; Categories) LU T L U

F "The sweep of ‘Atistotle's application of homonymy is in some ways

'astorishing: ‘He' appeals to homonymy’in virtually every area of his
philosophy. Along with being and goodness, Aristotle also accepts (or at
times-accepts);the homonymy or multivocity of: life, oneness, cause, source

or principle, nature, necessity, substance, the bddy,?frieﬁdsﬁip, part, whole,.

_priority, posteriority,;genus, species, the state, justice, and many others.
Indeed, he-dedicates an-entire book of the Metaphysics to-a recording and
_partial sorting of the many ways core philosophiéal notions are said to be.
His preoccupation with homonymy influence$ his approach to almost every
“subject of inquity:heiconsiders,sand:it clearly structures:the philosophical
'methodology that he employs both when criticizing! others and when
advanicing-his owh positive theories.” (Christopher Shields, Order in
Multiplicity: Homonymy in the Philosophy of Aristotle. Oxford University

Presy, 1999). 5

Classification. of homonyms
" " Homonyms proper, incomplete homonyms, homophones and
homographs z,

1~ Homonyms proper belong to the same word class and as a result all
_their paradigmatic forms coincide: bark, n. - the nose made by a dog; bark
-of a tree; ball, n. —a round object used in games; ball, n. —a gathering of
people for dancing.

2. Incomplete homonyms — to bark, a bark; back, n., to back, go back;
base, n. ‘bottom’, to base - ‘build or place upon’, base, adj. - ‘mear’’.

3. Homophones — words that sound the same but differ in meaning: air

— heir; arms - alms; buy — bye; him ~hymn; knight — __rqgt}_t; not —knot; ore

— or; piece — peace; rain - reign; scent —_cent, steel = steal;§forey story; write
- right =Tite, etc. ' -

4. Homographs — different in. soundand meaning but -accidentally

identical in spelling: bow — bow; fead ~ lead; row — row; tear — tear; wind —

-wind. -~ -A?.a',’ Lt

.Homonyms frotn a diachronic point of view - historically -two factors

lead to homonyms:

: I :

s



Disintegration or split of polysemy or divergernit sénse development, e.g.
words of the box group - all' derived from one another'and are ultimately

traced to the Lat. Boxus o= P

box1 — a kind of small evergreen shrub;
Lg)xz ~ receptacle made of wood; cardboard, nietal, ‘etc.; usually
provided with a lid; b ’ '

% - N
to box1 - to put into a box;
]

to Bpx2 — to slap with a hand on the ear;
to I::fox?; - to fight with fists in padded gloves.
'Hémonyms the result of convergent sound development

& Foflig o, N L . A T T P ‘ £ ‘. P
Back in history the three words below were separate b(}tl?l in form and
R ‘ : . 3 £ AR N T
meaning ? S
i . 5
sound — healthy; :
« sound — strait; oo

squ{nd -;I:é!t. sonus ;

w-Lhe. difference. between. homonyms.and-polysemes is subtle.-
Lexicographers define polysemes within a single dictionary lemma,
numbering different meanings, while homonyms are treated in.separate
lemmata. Semantic shift can separate a. polysemous word into separate
homonyms. For example, check as in "bank check” (or Cheque), check in
chess, and check meaning "verification" are considered homonyms, while
they originated as a sinfle word derived from chess in the 14th century.
Psycholinguistic experiﬂer}ts have shown that homonyms and polysemes
are represented differently,within people’s mental lexicon: while the different
meanings of homonyrhs ;{(&hich are semantically unrelated) tend to interfere
or compete with each éther during comprehension, this daes not usually
occur for the polysemes that have semantically related meanings. Results
for this contention, however, have been mixed.

For Dick Hebdige polysemy means that, "each text is seen to generate a
potentially infinite range-of meanings,” making, according to Richard
Middleton, "any homology, out of the most heterogeneous materials,
possible. The idea of signifying practice — texts not as communicating or
expressing a pre-existing meaning but as 'positioning subjects’ within a
pfocess of semiosis — changes the whole basis of creating social meaning”.

One group of polysemes are those in which a word meaning an activity,
perhaps derived from a verb, acquires the meanings of those engaged in
the activity, or perhaps the results of the activity, or the time or place in
which the activity occurs or has occurred. Sometimes only one of those
meanings is intended, depending on context, and sometimes multiple
meanings are intended at the same time. Other types are derivations from
one of the other meanings that leads to a verb or activity.

Homophony

Homophony, musical texture based primarily on chords, in contrast to
polyphony, which results from combinations of relatively independent
melodies. In homophony, one part, usually the highest, tends to predominate

Semantics
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and there is little rhythmic differentiation between the parts, whereas in
polyphony, thythmic distinctiveness reinforces melodic autonomy.

Homophony does not necessarily suppress counterpoint, however. The
“Allegretto” in Beethoven's Seventh Symphony offers an excellent example
of essentially homorhythmic counterpoint, since it combines two distinct,
yet rhythmically identical, melodies. An early genre featuring homophony
of this sort is the 13th-century conductus.

In the 15th century, italian secular compositions of popular derivation
(e.g., the frottola) were often homophonically conceiVed, ds were numerous
16th-century pieces by Andrea and ‘Gjovanni Gabrieli and Carlo Gesualdo.
Not until the 17th century, however, with such composers as. the [talians

| Arcangelo Corelli, Claudio Monteverdi, and Giacomo Carissimi and the
| ‘Germian Johann Hermann Schein."did homophony become domiinant in
| Western music. See also polyphony.

€ P .

Polysemy

Yt ¥ Y

Polysemy is the capacity for a word or phrase to have multiple meanings,

| usually related by contiguity of meaning within a semantic field. Polysemy
| is' thius distinct*from homonymy=-or-homopliony=-which¢is‘an accidental

simildrity between two words (such as'béar the animal, and the'verb to
‘bear); while Homonymy is often a mere linguistic coincidénce, polysemy is
hot. In deciding between polysemy or-homonymy, it inight be necessary to
look at the ‘History of the word'to'see if the two meanifigs are historically

related. Dictionary writers list polysémes under the same entry; hémonyms

are defined separately.

A polyseme is a word or phrase with different, but hrefqted senses. Since
the test for polysemy is the vague concept of the relatedness, judgments of
polysemy can be difficult to make. Because applying pre-existing words to
new situations is a natural process of language change, looking at words'
etymology is Helpful in determining polysemy but not the only solution; as
words become lost in etymology, what once was a useful distinction of
meaning may no longer be so. Some apparently’ unrelated words share a
common historical origin, however;sc etymology is not an infallible test for
polysemy, and dictionary writers also often defer to speakers' intuitions to
judge polysemy in cases where it contradicts etymology. English has many
polysemous words. For example, the verb "to get” can'mean "procure” (I'll
get the drinks), "become” (shé got scared), "understand” (I'get’it) etc.

In linear or vertical polysemy, one sense of a word‘is a subset of the
other. These are examples of hyponyiny and hypernymy, and are sometimes
called autohyponyms. For example, 'dog’ can be used for 'male dog’. Alan
Cruse identifies four types of linear polysémy: !

autohyponymy, where the basic sense leads to a specialised sense (from
"drinking (anything)” to "drinking (alcohol)”)

automeronymy, where the basic sense leads to a subpart sense (from

| "door (whole structure)” to "door (panel)”)

autohyperonymy or autosuperordination, where the basic sense leads

1 to-a wider sense (from “(female) cow” to "cow (of either sex)")




.--/ -

autoholonymy, where the basic sense leads to a larger sense (from "leg
(thigh and calf)” to "leg (thigh, calf, knee and foot)")

In non-linear polysemy, the original sense of a word is used figuratively
to provide a different way of looking at the new subject. Alan Cruse
identifies three types of non-linear polysemy:

metonymy, where one sense "stands for” another (from "hands (body
part)" to "hands (manual labourers)"

metaphor, where there is-a resemblance between senses (from
“swallowing. (a pill)" to "swallowing! (an argument)" .
other construals (for example, from "month (of the year)" to "month

{four weeks)" i Y s

There are several tests.for polysemy, but one.of. them 1s zeugma:, if one
word seems to exhibit zeugma when  applied-in different contexts, it is likely
that the, contexts: brmg out different polysemes. of the same word. If the two
senses of the same word do not seem to fit, yet seem related, then it is likely .
tt}}at they are polysemous. The fact that this test again depends on speakers’
judgmernits about relatedness, however, means that this test for’ polysemy is

not irifallible; but is rather merely a helpful conceptual aid.

| The™ difference between homonyms and polysemes is subtle.
Lexicographers define polysemes within a single dictionary lemma,
numbering different meanings, while homonyms are treated in separate
lemmata. Semantic shift can separate a polysemous word into separate
homonyms. For example, check as in "bank check” (or Cheque), check in

chess, and check meaning "verification" are considered homonyms, while._

they originated as a single word derived from chess in the 14th century.
Psycholinguistic experiments have shown that homonyms and polysemes
are represented differently within people's mental lexicon: while the different
meanings of homonyms (which are semantically unrelated) tend to interfere.
or compete with each other during comprehension, this does not usually
occur for the polysemes that have semantically related meanings. Results
for this contention, however, have been mlxed

For Dick Hebdige polysemy means that "each text is seen.to generate a
potentially mflmte range of meanings,” making, according to Richard
Middleton, "any homology, out of the most heterogeneous materials,
|p0551b1e The idea of signifying practice—texts not as communicating or
expressing a pre-existing meaning but as 'positioning subjects’ Zrlthm a
process of semiosis—changes the whole basis of creating social meaning”.

| Charles Fillmore and Beryl Atkins’ definition stipulates three’ elements

|(1) the various senses of a polysemous word have a central orlgm (ii) the |-

links between these senses form a network, dnd (iii) understanding the 'inner’
one contributes to understanding of the ‘outer' one.

One group of polysemes are those in which a word meaning an activity,
perhaps derived from a verb, acquires the ‘mieanings of those engaged in
the 'activity, or perhaps the results of the activity, or the time or place in
which the activity occurs or has occurred. Sometimes only one of those

meanings is intended, depending on context, and sometimes multiple |-

meanings are intended at the same time. Other types are derivations from
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one of the other. meanings that leads to a verb or activity.

Examples R

Man

The human species (i.e., man vs. other organisms)

Males of the human species (i.e., man vs. woman)

Adult males of the human species (i.e., man vs. boy)

This example shows the specific polysemy where the same word is used
at different levels of a taxonomy. Example 1 contains 2; and 2 contains 3.

Mole i

a small burrowing mammal

consequently, there' are several different entities called moles (see the
Mole disambiguation page) Although these refer to different things, their
names derive from 1 (éig. a mole burrows for information hoping to go '

" undetected) ~ Pt

However: other serises of the’ word -~ the skin blemish, the breakwater‘:i
the unif of measure and the Mex1can sauce — -are homonyms, not polysemes,

as they are each etymologlcally "distinct. ‘-

Bank /.(
a financial institution .
the building - where a financial institution offers services

a synonym for 'rely upon’ {e.g. "'m your friend, you can bank on me"). ;
It is different, but related, as it derives from the theme of security initiated_
by 1. "E

However: 1 is loaned from Italian banco, a money | lenders shelf, while a
river bank is a native Enghsh word. Today they can be considered -
homonyms with completely different meanings. But originally they were
polysemous since Italian loaned the word from a Germanic language. The
Proto-Germanic cognate for "shelf" is *bankiz. A river bank is typicallys

visually shelf-like in its flatness, and it collects dep031ts which a financial
bank also does.

Door

the object which swings open to allow entrance, as in "Open the door." 9
the opening created thereby, as in "Walk through the door.” '
Book

a bound collection of pages

a text reproduced and distributed (thus, someone who has read the
same text on a computer has read the same book as someone who had the
actual paper volume)

to make an action or event a matter. of record (e.g. "Unable to book a
hotel room, a man sneaked into a nearby private residence where police
arrested him and later booked him for unlawful entry.”}

e

Newspaper

a company that publishes written news.




a single physical item published by the company.

. thenewspaper asan edited work in a specific format (e.g. "They changed
the layout of the newspaper’s front page”).

used to work for the newspaper ‘that you are reading.”

Milk .,

(noun) a secretion, produced by a mammary gland, that functions to
provide nutrients to offspring

The verb milk (e.g. "he's milking it for all he can get”) derives from the
process of obtaining mllk ’

Wood )

the material made from trees

a geographical area with many trees
Crane

P ¥ <
¢ 2 bird with a long neck

': ~-a type of construction equipment.which looks like it has a long neck--
‘ - to:strain out one's neck
| Happiness
l" joy and similar emotions experienced in the here and now
- feeling good about my overall life as-a-whole
Mouse

>+ a small rodent characteristically havirig a pointed snout, small rounded
'gars, a body-length scaly lail and a high breeding rate.

< a hand-held pointing device that detects two-dimensional motion
relative to a surface, which moves the cursor in accordance with its move.

‘Metonymy
L‘ Metonymy (/m?'t?n?mi/) is a figure of speech in which a thing or
jconcept is referred to by the name of something closely assoc1atecl with
that thing or concept.

-

Metonymy is the use of a linked term to stand in for an object or concept.
oull find examples of metonymy used frequently in both literature and
weryday speech. You might use it yourself without even realizing it.

Sometimes metonymy is chosen because it's a well-known characteristic
of the'éoncept. A famous example is, "The pen is mightier than the sword,”"
from Edward Bulwer Lytton’s play Rickelieu. This sentence has two
metonyms:

~ "Pen” stands for "the written word."
) "Sword" stands for "military aggression."

Mej:onyms are members of the figurative language family, so they serve

as colorful ways to take the ordinary and dress it up in something poetic or |

beautlful

:Héfe aresome broad kinds of relationships where metonymy is frequently
used T

¥ -

The different meanings can be combined in a single sentence, e.g. "John |

Semantics
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Containment: When one thing contains another, it can frequently be
used metonymically, as when "dish" is used to refer not to a plate but to the f
- food it contains, or as when the name. of a. bulldmg is, used to refer to the
entity it contains, as when "the White House" or "the Pcnt’igon are used to

refer to the U.S. presmlentxal staff or the mllitary leadérship, respectively.

P

A physmal item, place, or body.part used to refer to a related concept,
such as "the bench” for the judicial profession, "stomach" or "belly” for
appetite or hunger, "mouth" for speech, various terms[whlch?‘] for the
genitalia for sexual desire or satisfaction of said desire, being "in dlapers
for infancy, ' palate for taste, "the altar” or "the aisle” for marriage, "hand”
for someone's re5p0n31b111ty for somethmg ("he had a hand in it"), "head
‘or "brain” for mind or intelligence, or "nose” for concern about someone
_else's affairs, (as in "keep your nose out of my business"). A referénce to
Timbuktuy, as in "from here to Timbuktu,” usually means a place or idea is
‘too far away or mysterious. Metonymy of objects or body parts for.concepts
-is common in-dreams. " '

Lo’ Tools/instruments: Often a tool is used to signify the job it does or the
*person who does the job, as in the phrase "his Rolodex is long and- valuiable”

(referrlng to the Rolodex instrument, which keeps contact business.cards ..

' meaning he has-a lot of contacts and knows many people) Also 'the preab

(referring to the printing press), or as in the p proverb "The pen is mlghtler
than the sword."
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Product for-process: This'is'a type of metonymy where the product of
the activity stands for the activity itself. For example, in,"The book-is moving “
right along,” the book refers to the process of writing or publishing.

Punctuation marks often stand metonymxcaliy for a meaning expressed ;1

by the punctuation mark. For example, "He's a big question mark to me's
indicates that something is unknown. In the same way, ‘period’ can be used#2
to emphasise that a point is concluded or not to be challenged.

Synecdoche: A part of something is ofteén used for the whole, as when o
people refer to "head” of cattle or assistants are referred to as "hands." An
example of this is the Canadian dollar, referred to as the loonie for the
image of a bird on the one-dollar coih. United States one hundred-dollar
bills are often referred to as "Bens", "Benjamins” or "Franklins" because
they bear a portrait of Benjamin Franklin. Also, the whole of somethmg is -

.used for a part, as when people refer to a municipal employee as "the
council” or police officers as "the law".

Toponyms: A country's capital city or some location within the city is -
frequently used as a metonym for the country's government, such as *
Washington, D.C., in the United States; Ottawa in Canada; Tokyo in Japan;
New Delhi in India; Downing Street or Whitehall in the United Kingdom;
and the Kremlin in Russia. Similarly, other important places, such as Wall ;
Street, Madison Avenue, Silicon Valley, Hollywood, Vegas, and Detroit are
commonly used to refer to the industries that are located there (finance,
advertising, high technology, entertainment, gambling, and motor vehicles,
respectively). Such usage may persist even when the industries in question
have moved elsewhere for example, Fleet Street continues to be used as a
metonymy for the British national press, though it is no longer located in

the physical street of that name.
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