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4.1. INTRODUCTION

Semantics is the linguistic and philosophical study of meaning in
language, programming languages, formal logics, and semiotics. It is
concerned with the relationship between signifiers—like words, phrases,
signs, and symbols—and what they stand for in reality, their denotation.

In International scientific vocabulary semantics is also called semasiology.
The word semantics was first used by Michel Bréal, a French philologist. It
denotes a range of ideas—from the popular to the highly technical. It is
often used in ordinary language for denoting a problem of understanding
that comes down to word selection or connotation. This problem of
understanding has been the subject of many formal enquiries, over a long
period of time, especially in the field of formal semantics. In linguistics, it is
the study of the interpretation of signs or symbols.used in agents or
communities within particular circumstances and contexts. Within this view,
sounds, facial expressions, body language, and proxemics have semantic
(meaningful) content, and each comprises several branches of study. In
written language, things like paragraph structure and punctuation bear
semantic content; other forms of language bear other semantic content.
The formal study of semantics intersects with many other fields of inquiry,
including lexicology, syntax, pragmatics, etymology and others.
Independently, semantics is also a well-defined field in its own right, often




Objects are usually nouns or pronouns that answer questions like “who,”
“what,” “where,” and “when?” Here, the objects are purple.

The dog ate bacon. What did the dog eat?

The dog ate bacon at the park. Where did he eat it?
[ took my dog to the park. Who did you take there?
We went to the park yesterday. When did you go?

50, you can see that the highlighted objects answer the questions above.
They make the sentences more informational than they would be without
objects.

c. Modifiers .
A modifier is an adjective or adverb that “modifies” other words in a
sentence to make it more descriptive. They help give a clearer idea about

the things in the sentence. Here, the modifiers are gray. Let‘s start with a
simple sentence:

The panda ate corn.

Now, let’s add modifiers:

The fat panda-quickly ate the buttery corn.

Modifiers make the sentence more detailed. We now know that the

panda was fat, that he ate quickly, and that the corn was buttery! Modifiers
can make sentences much more interesting.

Types of Simple Sentence

There are two different types of simple sentence. Depending upon
structure, these include:

Compound Verbs and Compound Subjects — Some sentences have a
single subject and two or more verbs. Other sentences have a single verb
and two or more subjects. For example:

The dog barked and ran (Compound verb)

Jack and Jill went up a hill. (Compound noun)

Arnold and Juan play cricket every evening. (Compound noun)

The cat and the dog yowled and howled, respectively. (Compound verb)
Julia and Mary hired a taxi to airport. (Compound noun)

The italicized words in the above simple sentences are compound verbs,
or compound nouns, respectively.

Single Subject and a Single Verb — This type of simple sentence has only
one subject and one verb. For example:

The staff performed well.

A white shirt always looks sharp.
He sold it for a high price on Amazon.
You have to dream to make your dream come true.
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The Structure of Modern English The balloon drifted up the stairs.

(MA-Eng-101) Put the fresh flowers on a high shelf.

Qur team won against all odds.

The tiger crept over the grass.

We will order pizza during halftime.

1 will climb up the highest mountain tomorrow.
I love to take my truck off the road.

The baby cried well into the night.

3.7. THE SIMPLE SENTENCE .

A simple sentence in grammar has only one main or independent clause
and no dependent or subordinate clauses. Comprising a subject.and a

predicate, this short and independent syntactic entity mtends to convey a
complete idea or meanings of an idea.

A simple sentence is also known as a clausal sentence. It may have a
modifier besides a subject, verb, and object. Though it is simple, sometimes
it can have compound verbs and compound subjects.. It may or may not
use commas but it stays simple in construction. For instance, “Studies serve
for delight, for ornament, and for ability.” (Of Studies, by Francis Bacon)

'Common Use of Simple Sentence
The pen is mightier than the sword.

Alice everyday goes to library to study.

Perhaps the decline of this country has aiready started.

The management of your comp’an'y has executed its duties excellently.
People who live in glass houses should not throw stones.

) They have lost thousands of jobs to Asia, South America, and Mexico.

Parts of Simple Sentences

All sentences have one main important part: an independent clause.
Sometimes, they also include other words, like objects and/or modifiers.

a. Independent Clause

An independent clause has a subject and a predicate and makes sense

on its own as a complete sentence. In fact, an independent clause itself is a
simple sentence! Here are a few:

The cat ate.

He ate ice cream.

He went to the beach.

The wolf ate steak at the zoo.

So, you can see that all of the clauses above work as sentences. All

sentences have an independent clause, but all simple sentences have ONE
independent clause.

— B. Objects
An object is the word affected by the verb or preposition in a sentence.
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According to the weather forecast
Across many deserts

After many tries

Amid the confusion

Around the world

Before we start the meeting
Between a rock and a hard place
By the light of the moon

Like a beautiful swan

Near the ocean

Of my boss

Off the top

Out the door

Through the looking glass
Throughout the thick forest

To the amusement park

For more, enjoy this list of common prepositions.

Prepositional Phrases as Adjectives

Adjectives modify nouns, pronouns, and other adjectives. They can be
simple words that provide more detail. For example, "The oldbook sounded
so intriguing.” However, prepositional phrases can also act as adjectives,
providing additional detail about nouns. Take a look at the manner in which
they can tell us more about the nearby noun (indicated in italics):

The book with the tattered cover has been read many times.
All the passengers aboard the runaway train were frightened.
The present inside the big box is mine.

Our boss put out a memo regarding the new rule.

The clues within the first few chapters will lead to the murderer.
His is only one voice among many, but it will be heard.

The extra blanket is in the box under the bed.

Saul, unlike many others, will remain there.

The car beside the red one is the one [ want to buy.

The area outside the boundary is dangerous to cross.

All rooms below deck are for sleeping.

Tell me the story about the dragon slayer.

Prepositional Phrases as Adverbs

While adjectives modify nouns, adverbs modify verbs and other adverbs.
They, too, can be simple words. For example, "She frantically raced for the
door.” Prepositional phrases can also act as adverbs, providing additional
detail about verbs (indicated in italics). Here are some examples:

Racing toward the finish line, Sarah realized she just might win.
My shopping list needs to be put into my purse.

Syntax
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us what kind of cabin the writer’s mother is dreaming about. All of these

adjectival phrases provide specificity to a noun in order to enhance our
understanding.

Prepositional Phrases That Modify Verbs

When a prepositional phrase acts upon a verb, we say it is behaving
adverbially because adverbs modify verbs. A prepositional phrase that
behaves adverbially is called an adverbial phrase. .

To find the person who stole the last cookie, look behind you.
Harry drank his Butterbeer with fervor.

In the first sentence, behind you answers the question “Lock where?”
In the second, with fervor answers the question “Drank how?”

Prepositional Phrases Acting as Nouns

Less frequently, prepositional phrases can function like nouns in a
sentence.

During the national anthem is the worst time to blow your nose.
After the game will be too late for us to go to dinner.

How to Avoid Excessive Prepositional Phrases

It is tempting to overuse prepositions and prepositional phrases. If you
see more than one preposition for every ten or fifteen words in your writing,
you should edit some of them out. You may be surprised at how much

more elegant and economical your writing is when you make the effort to
do this.

It is best to behave with caution when running with a sword in the
presence of Magneto.

There is nothing grammatically incorrect about this sentence, but it has
two “with” phrases, an “of” phrase, and an “in” phrase, which is a sure
sign that it could be written more efficiently.

In Magneto’s presence, run cauliously with swords.

Here, it was possible to replace one of the prepositional phrases, with
caution with the correlating adverb cautiously. Of Magneto was simply a

possessive that can be easily converted into Magneto’s. Four prepositional
phrases have been reduced to two.

Another way to reduce prepositional phrases is to swiich from a-passive
voice to an active voice. There is a famous example to illustrate this concept.

Why was the road crossed by the chicken?

Clearly, the passive voice makes this sentence fussy and the prepositional

phrase by the chicken seems a bit silly. It would be better written in an
active voice, with the chicken in the driver’s seat where it belongs.

Why did the chicken cross the road? -

Commonly Used Prepositional Phrases
There are certain prepositions that we use more often than others. They

pop up in our daily speech and writing. Let's take a look at some of them in
the context of prepositional phrases:




The whiskey is in the jar in the fridge.

The girls play in the garden.

At is used when referring to something at a specific point:

The boys are at the entrance at the movie theater.

He stood at the bus stop at the corner of Water and High streets.
We will meet at the airport. !

Lot’s of other prepositions of place, such as under, over, inside,' outside,
above and below are used in English. There is, however, a lot less confusion
as they refer to rigid positions rather than abstract ones.

The cat is under the table.

Put the sandwich over there.

The key is locked inside the car.

They stepped outside the house.

Major is ranked above corporal.

He is waving at you from below the stairs.

Prepositional Phrase

A prepositional phrase is a group of words consisting of a preposition,
its object, and any words that modify the object. Most of the time, a
prepositional phrase modifies a verb or a noun. These two kinds of
prepositional phrases are called adverbial phrases and adjectival phrases,
respectively.

At a minimum, a prepositional phrase consists of one preposition and
the object it governs. The object can be a noun, a gerund (a verb form ending
m “-ing” that acts as a noun), or a clause.

He arrived in time .

Is she really going out with that guy ?

To these two basic elements, modifiers can be freely added.
He arrived in the nick of time.

Is she really going out with that tall, gorgeous guy?

Some of the most common prepositions that begin prepositiqna'l; phrases
are to, of, about, at, before, after, by, behind, during, for, from, in, over,
under, and with. ’

Prepositional Phrases That Modify Nouns R

When a prepositional phrase acts upon a noun, we say it is behaving
adjectivally because adjectives modify nouns. A prepositional phrase that
behaves adjectivally is called, quite logically, an adjectival phrase.

The cat in the middle is the cutest.
T always buy my milk from the convenience store on Main Street .
My mother has always wanted to live in a cabin by the lake .

In the first of these sentences, in the middle answers the question of
which cat the writer thinks is the cutest. Similarly, on Main Street gives us
information about which store the writer is describing, arid by the lake tells

Syntax
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(MA-Eng.-101) Participle prepositions have endings such as -ed and -ing. Examples are

words such as considering, during, concerning, provided.

She is interested in anything concerning horses.
|
I

He works one job during the day and another at night.
The dog kept following him home.

All the neighbors were there including, the new one.

8 The principal was asking questions regarding her behavior.
| Considering his age, he did a great job.
He was frustrated at the situation.

The teacher said no talking during class.

.| Phrase Prepositions S R Sas
. Phrase prepositions {or prepositional phrases) include a preposition, an
| object, and the object’s modifier. Examples include phrases like on time, at
home, before class, and§0n the floor.

I will get to the conference on time.

Lt L e AR R SO TR R i

The baseball game was canceled after the heavy rain.

John found his homework under the bed.

The children 1oved the gifts from their grandparents.

He succeeded with a little help.

We met to discuss the project before class.

She left muddy footprints on the clean floor.
According to his wishes, his funeral will be private.

Prepositions of Place

To confuse matters a bit, the most common preposttions to indicate time
- on, at, in — are also the most common prepositions to indicate position.
However, the rules are a little clearer as place prepositions are a more rigid
:| concept than time prepositions.=r s . 4

—
"

' ) ' Prepositions of place examples in the following sentences are in bold
{ - ' © 0 Hfor easy 1dent1flcat10n

The cat is on the table.

The dogs are in the kennel.

We can meet at the crossroads.

The guidelines can be broken down as foliows:

On is used when referring to something with a surface:
e The sculpture hangs on the wall.

The images are on the page.

X The specials are on the menu, which is on the table.

In is used when referring to something that is inside or within confined
boundaries. This could be anything, even a country: _

Jim is in France, visiting his aunt in the hospital.




He drove over the bridge. Syntax
She lost her ring at the beach.

The book belongs to Anthony.

They were sitting by the tree.

We are running in the gym today.
The sun is above the clouds.

She lives near her workplaee.

She drew the picture with a crayen.
He swam at the lake.

[ walked down the street.

We located the key for the lock. '
The car went through the tunnel. G 3
I got'a package from a friend. Ay e
I have liked that song since 1999." ‘ e

She put the flowers by the window.
The food was placed on the table.

Double Prepositions

Double prepositions are two simple prepositions used together, often
indicating direction. Some examples are into, upon, onto, out of, from within.

Once upém a time, there was a beautiful princess.
The baby climbed onto the table. |
It is up to us to find the answer.

The loud noise came from within the stadium.
She never leaves without her phone.

The bird sat atop the oak tree.

The caterpillar turned into a butterfly.

I was unable to -get out of the appointment.

Compound Prepositions

Compound prepositions (or complex prepositions) consist of two or
more words, usually a simple preposition and another word, to convey
location. Some examples are in addition to, on behalf of, and in the middle
of.

She sat across from Marie.

I attended the meeting on behalf of my company.

We were in the middle of the storm.

He has gym class in addition to his regular classes today.
He picked up the penny from beneath the couch.

Aside from singing, she also plays the piano at the bar.
My car is parked in front of the mailbox.

The weather will be good this weekend according to Tom.

[
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The first rule is that to make sentences clear, specific prepositions are

“needed. For example, the preposition in means one thing and the preposition

on cannot substitute for it in all cases. Some prepositions are interchangeable
but not always. The correct preposition means one particular thing and
using a different proposition will give the sentence a very different meaning.
I want to see you in the house now, Billl means something very different
from I want to see you on the house now, Bill! In the house means Bill
should go through the door, walk inside, and stand in the hall or living
room. On the house means Bill would need to get a ladder and climb to the
roof where he would be on top of the house.

The second rule for using prepositions is that prepositions are generally
followed by nouns or pronouns. There was a time in the past when teachers

| held strictly to this rule, but it made for some clunky sentenices. I am seeking

someone I can depend on ends with the preposition on, so people who

1 insisted that sentences shouldn’t end with a.prepositionswould be-forced to

use convoluted and unnatural phrasing. To avoid. ending that sentence
above with a preposition, you’d have to say, someone I can depend on is
whom I am seeking. .

Thére aré more than 100 prepositions in the:English-language. In
addition, there are endless possibilities for creating prepositional phrases,
phrases that begin with a preposition and end with a noun or pronoun. In
the following sections, you will find examples of prepositions, types of
prepositions, a comprehensive list.of prepositions,-and’ some helpful
preposition exercises. As you read the examples and study the list, remember
that prepositions usually convey concepts such as comparison, direction,
place, purpose, sourcc possession, and time.

Examples of Prepositions

In the following sentences, éxamples of prepositions have been italicized.
As you read, consider how using different prepositions or even different
types of prepositions in place of the examples might change the relationship
between the rest of the words in the sentence.

I prefer to read’in the library.

He climbed up the ladder to get onto the roof.

Please sign your name on the dotted line after you read the contract.

Go down the stairs and through the door.

He swam across the pool.

-

Take your brother with you.

Simple Prepositions
Simple prepositions are words like at, for, in, off, on, over, and under.
These common prepositions can be used to describe a location, time or place.

Some examples of common prepositions used in sentences are:
He sat-on the chair.

There is some milk in the fridge.

She 'w;:ts hiding under the table. 2N

The cat jumped off the counter. |




Here you are!

Many times, adverbs of place can be used as prepositions as well. The
difference is, when the phrase is used as an adverb, it is modifying a verb;
when it is used as a preposition, it is always followed by a noun.

New York is located north of Philadelphia -> New York is on-the map.
They travelled down river -> They travelled in the first compartment.

That puppy ‘was walking around by itself-> We put a collar‘around its
neck.

Distance

There was a deli

Jane'is moving far away.
_C_qt_'ly is sittingic_lpse to me.

- it
Position 1 s
‘The-treasure- lies underneath the box. - 2 e :
The cat'is sleeping'on the bed. PE oy N sl :

' Why are you standing in the middlé of the' dariceflosi? .
. .. . ¢ R roF B
In addition, some adverbs of position will refer to a direction of L

movement. ThHese dften end in -ward or -watds. .

Oscar travelled onward to Los Angeles.
Hannah looked upwards to the heavens.
Molly, move forward to the front of the queue,:please.

3.6. PREPOSITION AND PREPOSITIONAL PHRASE

Preposition

A preposition is a word used to link nouns, pronouns, or phrases to
other words within a sentence. They act to connect the people, objects,
time and locations of a sentence. Prepositions are usually short words, and
they are normally placed directly in front of nouns. In some cases, you'll
find prepositions in front of gerund verbs.

A nice way to think about prepositions is as the words that help glue a
sentence together. They do tnis by expressing position and movement,
possession, time and how an action is completed. Indeed, several of the
most frequently used words in all of English, such as of, to, for, with, on
and at, are prepositions. Explaining prepositions can seem complicated,
but they are a common part of language and most of us use them naturally
without even thinking about it.

In fact, it’s interesting to note that prepositions are regarded as a ‘closed
class’ of words in the English language. This means, unlike verbs and nouns,
no new words are added to this group over time. In a way, it reflects their
role as the functional workhorse of the sentence. They are unassuming and
subtle, yet vitally important to the meaning of language.

There are two very important rules to remember when using
prepositions. Because they are somewhat vague, learning about prepositions
and using them correctly in sentences takes practice. Because 1:1 translation
is often impossible when dealing with prepositions, even the most advanced
English students have some difficulty at first.

Syntax




The Structure of Modern English | certainly not always the case. In fact, some adverbs of manner will have
(MA-Eng.-101) 1 the same spelling as the adjective form.

Some __exampie_s pf gdve_rbs of manner include:

Slowly -

Rapidly

Clumsily

Badly

Diligently

Sweetly

. Warmly f At P

- £Sadlyi y ’ -y B p

Advérb of manner examples in the following sentences arée in bold for
easy identification.

*She passed ‘the’exain easily.
k i
They walk quxckly to catch the tram
The dinner party, went badly. .. ..
John answered the question correctly.

Notice how the adjectives are formed by adding -ly to the adjectives
bad, correct and quick, although there is a slight spelling change when
forming an adverb with the adjective easy.

As mentioned, some adverbs of manner take the same spelling as the
adjective and never.add an -ly to the end:

The boys had worked hard.

The car drives

Julia dances well.

Adverbs of place

An adverb of place, sometimes called spatial adverbs, will help explain
where an action happens. Adverbs of place will be associated with the .
action of the verb in a sentence, providing context for direction, distance
and position: southeast, everywhere, up, left, close by, back, inside, around.
These terms don’t usually end in -ly.

Adverbs of place examples in the following sentences are in bold for
easy identification.

Directions
New- York is located north of Philadelphia.
They traveled down the mountainside.

First, 1 looked here, and then I looked there, but I can't find them
anywhere.

Notice that here and there are often used at the beginning of a sentence
to express emphasis or in exclamation.

Here comes the sun.

There is love in the air.
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Traditionally considered a single part of speech, adverbs perform a wide
variety of functions, making it difficult to treat them as a single, unified
category. However, spotting an adverb, especially one that ends in -ly is
easy. Adverbs normally help paint a fuller picture by describing how
something happens, such as

When? She always arrives early.
How? He drives carefully.

Where? They go everywhere together.
In what way? She eats slowly.

To what extent? It is terribly hot.

This function of providing more information about how somethmg is |

done is called the adverbial function, and it may be accomplished by using
adverb1a1 clauses and adverbtal phrases as well as by adverbs that stand

alone. .

There are many rules for using adverbs, and these rules often depend
upon which type of adverb you are using. Remember these basics and using
adverbs to make sentences more meaningful will be easier for you.

Adverbs can always be used to modify verbs. Notice'that the second of |

these two sentences is much more mteresting simply because it contains an
adverb:

The dog ran. (You can picture a dog running, but you don’t really know
much more about the scene.)

The dog ran excitedly. (You can picture a dog running, wagging its tail,
panting happily, and looking glad to see its owner. You can paint a much

- more interesting picture in your head when you know how or why the dog

1$ running.)

Adverbs are often formed by adding the letters “-ly” to adjectives. This
makes it very easy to identify adverbs in sentences. There are many
exceptions to this rule; everywhere, nowhere, and upstairs are a few
examples.

An adverb can be used to modify an adjective and intensify the meaning
it conveys. For example:

He plays tennis well. (He knows how to play tennis and sometimes he
wins.)

He plays tennis extremely well. (He knows how to play tennis so well
that he wins often.)

As you read the following adverb examples, you’ll notice how these
useful words modify other words and.phrases by providing.information
about the place, time, manner, certainty, frequency, or other
circumstances of activity denoted by the verbs or verb phrages in the

sentences. R
Types of Adverbs , - :
Adverbs of Manner My '

An adverb of manner will explain how an action is carried out. Very
often adverbs of manner are adjectives with -ly added to the end, but this is

Svntax
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 Adjectives vs. Adverbs

“adjective. But “feel” isn’t just any verb; it's a linking verb. An adverb would

sentence, you wouldn’t say “No one could open the silver old locket.” You
can’t reverse the order of the adjectives because silver locket is a unit that is
modified by old.

As mentioned above, many of us learned in school that adjectives modify
nouns and that adverbs modify verbs. But as we’'ve seen, adjectives can
also act as complements for linking vetbs. This leads to a common type of
error: incorrectly substituting an adverb in place of a predicate adjective.
An example you've probably heard before is:

I feel badly about what happened.

Because “feel” is a verb, it seems to call for an adverb rather than an

describe how.youperform-the action of feeling—an adjective describes what
you.feel. “I-feel-badly” means-that you are bad at feeling things. If you're
trying to read:Braillé through thick leather gloves, then it mightmake sense
for you to.sdy “Irfeél badly.” But if you're trying to say: thatiyou are
experiencing negative emotions, “1 feel bad” is the phrase you want.

It's easier-to see.this distinction with a different linking verb. Consider
the difference between these two sentences:

Goober smells badly.
Goober smells bad.

“Goober smells badly” means that Goober, the poor thing, has a weak
sense of smell. “Goober smelis bad” means Goober stinks—poor us.

When Nouns Become Adjectives and Adjectives Become Nouns

One more thing you should know about adjectives is that, sometimes, a
word that is normally used as a noun can function as an adjective,
depending on its placement. For example:

Never iry to pet someone’s guide dog without asking permission first.

‘Guide is a noun. But in this sentence, it modifies dog. It works the othe
way, too. Some words-that are normally adjectives can function as nouns:

Candice is working on a fundraiser to help the homeless.

In the context of this sentence, homeless is functioning as a noun. It ca
be hard to wrap your head around this if you think of adjectives and noun
only as particular classes of words. But the terms “adjective” and “noun’
aren’t just about a word’s form——they’re also about its. function.

Adverb

An adverb is a word that is used to change, modify or qualify severa
types of words including an adjective, a verb, a clause, another adverb, o
any-other type of word or phrase, with the exception of determiners an
adjectives, that directly modify nouns. A good way to understand adverb
is to think about them as the words that provide context. Specifically
adverbs provide a description of how, where, when, in what manner ang
to what extent something is doné or happens. Normaily, we can spot al
adverb by the fact that it often ends in -ly, but there are lots of adverbs tha
don’t end in this way. Moreover, adverbs can be used in many combination
with each other.




A mischievous cat
Garrulous squirrels

Comparative adjectives, unsurprisingly, make a comparison between
vo or more things. For most one-syllable adjectives, the comparative is
prmed by adding the suffix -er (or just -1 if the adjective already ends with
h e). For two-syllable adjectives ending in -y, replace -y with -ier. For multi-
(llable adjectives, add the word more.

A cooler guy

A messier desk

A more mischievous cat -

More garrulous squirrels

Supérlative adjéctivés indicate that someéthing has the highest degree of
e quality i'n'c{'uesti('m‘.’(D’n'e-s;},ﬂ'llal:)Ie‘eidjecti\'a"f.-s:ber':‘om'e's't.l'p'e’:rlatives'b‘yr adding
te suffix -est (or just -stfor adjectives that:already end in‘e). Two-syllable
Hjeclives: ending in -y replace -y with -iest. Multissyllable adjectives.add
le word most. When you use an.article with a superlative adjective; it will
most always be the definite article (the) rather than a or an. Using.a
iperlative inherently indicates that yoy are talking about a specific item

) . . PR

r'items.

The coolest guy
The messiest desk
The most mischievous cat s
The most garrulous squirrels ﬁ‘i”?’
g B
. . A
pordinate: Adjectives Fa

Coordinate adjectives should be separated by a comma or the word
nd. Adjectives are said to be coordinate if they modify the same noun in a
pnitence.

This is going to be a long, cold winter.
Isobel’s- dedicaled and tireless efforts made all the difference.

But just the fact that two adjectives appear next to each other doesn't:
tomatically mean they are coordinate. Sometimes, an adjective and a |’

un form a single semantic unit, which is then modified by another
jective. In this case, the adjectives are not coordinate and should not be
parated by a comma.

My cat, Goober, loves. sleeping.on this tattered woolen sweater.
No one could open the old silver locket.

L

In some cases, it's pretty hard to decide whether two adjectives are
ordinate or not. But there are a, couple of ways you can test them. Try
serting the word and between the adjectives to see if the phrase still seems
tural. In the first sentence, “this tattered and woolen sweater” doesn’t
und right because you really aren’t talking about a sweater that is both
ttered and woolen. It’s a woolen sweater that is tattered. Woolen sweater
rms a unit of meaning that is modified by tattered.

Ancther way to test for coordinate adjectives is to try switching the
der of the adjectives and seeing if the phrase still works. In the second

\

L
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Origin adjectives indicate the source of the noun, whether it's a person,
place, animal or thing. Examples include American, Canadian, Mexican,
French.

Material adjectives denote what something is made of. Some examples
include cotton, gold, wool, and

Qualifier adjectives are often regarded as part of a noun. They make
nouns more specific; examples include log cabin, fuxury car, and pillow
cover.

Adjectives Mod:fy Nouns

R " ! . i
Most students learn that adjectives are words that modify (describe)
nouns. Adjectives do not modify verbs or adverbs or other adjectives.
7 :

Example ¢ g s
Margot wore a beautiful hat to the pie-eating contest.

, Furry dogs may overheat in_the summertime.
My cake should have sixteen candles.
The scariest:-villain of all time is:Darth Vader.

In the sentences above, the adjectives are easy to spot because they
come immediately before the nouns they modify.

But adjectives can do more than just modify nouns. They can also act
as a complement to linking verbs or the verb to be. Alinking verb is a verb
like to feel; to seem, or to taste that describes a state of being-or a sensory
experience.

That cow sure is happy.

It smells gross in the locker room.

Driving is faster than walking.

The technical term for an adjective used this way is predicate adjective.

Uses of Adjectives

Adjectives tell the reader how much—or how many—of something
you're talking about, which thing you want passed to you, or which kind
of something you want.

Please use three white flowers in the arrangement.

Three and white are modifying flowers.

Often, when adjectives are used together, you should separate them
with a comma or conjunction. See “Coordinate Adjectives” below for more
detail. !

I'm looking for a small, good-tempered dog to keep as a pet.

My new dog is small and good-tempered.

Degrees of Comparison

Adjectives come in three forms: absolute, comparative, and superlative.
Absolute adjectives describe something in its own right.
A cool guy

¥

A messy desk




Be careful, because some adjectives that appear in a series are not
coordinate. In the phrase green delivery truck, the words green and delivery
are not separated by a comma because green modifies the phrase delivery
truck. To eliminate confusion when determining whether a pair or group
of adjectives is coordinate, just insert the word and between them.. If and

- works, then the adjectives are coordinate and need to be separated with a

comima.

Numbers Adjectf‘ves

When they’re used in sentences, numbers are almost always adjectives.

You can tell that a number is an adjective when it answers the question
“How many?”

The stagecoach was pulled by a team of six
He ate 23 hotdogs during the contest, and was sick afterwards.
Interrogative Adjectives

There are three interrogative adjéctivés: which, "Nhat, and whose. Like
all other types of adjectives, interrogative adjectives modify nouns. As you

- probably know, all three of these words.arc.uscd to ask questions.

Which option sounds best to you?
What time should we go?
Whose socks are those?

Indefinite Adjectives
Like the articles a and an, indefinite adjectives are used to discuss non-
specific things. You might recognize them, since they’re formed from

indefinite pronouns. The most common indefinite adjectives are any, many,
no, several, and few.

Do we have any peanut butter?

Grandfather has been retired for many

There are no bananas in the fruit bowl.

T'usually read the first few pages of a book before I buy it.

We looked at several cars before deciding on the best one for our family.

Attributive Adjectives
Attributive adjectives talk about specific traits, qualities, or features — in

other words, they are used to discuss attributes. There are different kinds
of attributive adjectives:

Observation adjectives such as real, perfect, best, interesting, beautiful
or cheapest can indicate value or talk about subjective measures.

Size and shape adjectives talk about measurable, objective qualities
including specific physical properties. Some examples include small, large,
square, round, poor, wealthy, slow and .

Age adjectives denote specific ages in numbers, as well as gencral ages.
Examples are old, young, new, five-year-old, and

Color adjectives are exactly what they sound like - they're adjectives
that indicate color. Examples include pink, yellow, blue, and
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Types of Adjectives
Remember that adjectives can modify as well as describe other words,

and you'll find it much easier to identify different types of adjectives when
you see them.

Articles
There are only three articles, and all of them are adjectives: a, an, and

“the. Because they are used to discuss non-specific things and people, a and

an are called indefinite articles. For example:

I'd like a.;-,

Let'ssgoonan # "

Neither one of these sentences names a specific banana or a certain
adventure. Without more clarification, any banana or adventure will do.

The word the is called the definite article. It's the onl; definite article,
and it is used to indicate-very specific people or things: ,«
Please.give me a banana. I'dtlike.the one with the green stem. .
Let’s go on an adventure. The Grand Canyon mule ride sounds perfect!

Possessive. AdJectiDes. ..asv v s Bes aeim mes seteosstse <z 7w

As the name indicates, possessive adjectives are used to indicate
possession. They are:

My
Your
His
Her
Its
Qur
Their

Possessive adjectives also function as possessive pronouns.

Demonstrative Adjectives
Like the article the, demonstrative adjectives are used to indicate or

| demonstrate specific people, animals, or things. These, those, this and that

are demonstrative adjectives.
These books belong on that
This movie is my favorite.
Please put those cookies on the blue plate.

Coordinate Adjectives

Coordinate adjectives are separated with commas or the word and,
and appear one after another to modify the same noun. The adjectives in
the phrase bright, sunny day and long and dark night are coordinate
adjectives. In phrases with more than two coordinate adjectives, the word

and always appears before the last one; for example: The sign had big,
bold, and bright letters.




The allowability, form and position of these elements depend on the
syntax of the language in question. In English, determiners, adjectives (and
some adjective phrases) and noun modifiers precede the head noun,

‘whereas the heavier units — phrases and clauses — generally follow it. This

is part of a strong tendency in English to place heavier constituents to the
right, making English more of a head-initial language. Head-final languages
(e.g: Japanese and Turkish) are more likely to place all modifiérs before the
head noun. Other lariguages, such as French, often placé even single-word
adjectives after the noun. '

Noun phrases can take different forms than that described above, for
example when the head is a pronoun rather than a noun, or when elements
are linked with a coordinating conjunction such as and, or, but. For more
information about the structure of noun phrases in Enghsh see English
grammar § Noun phrases .

¥
Syntactic Functlon

Noun phrases- typically bear argument functions. That is, the syntactic
functions that they fuifill are those of the arguments of the main clause
predicate, parhcularly those of subject object and predlcatlve expression.
They -also function as arguments in such constructs as participialiphrases
and prepositional phrases. For example: =

For us the news is a concern. — the news is the subject argument
Have you heard the news? — the news is the object argument

That is the news. - the news is the predicative expression following the
copula is

They are talking about the news. — the news is the argument in the
prepositional phrase about the news

The man reading the news is very tall. - the news.is the object argument
in the participial phrase reading the news

Sometimes a noun phrase can also function as an adjunct of the main
clause predicate, thus taking on an adverbial function, e.g.

Most days I read the newspaper.
She has been studying all night.

3.5. ADJECTIVE AND ADVERB

Adjectives

Adjectives are words that describe or modify other words, making your
writing and speaking much more specific, and a whole lot more interesting.
Words like small, blue, and sharp are descriptive, and they are all examples
of adjectives. Because adjectives are used to identify or quantify individual

| people and unique things, they are usually positioned before the noun or

pronoun that-they modify. Some sentences contain multiple adjectives.

Adjectives are words that describe the qualities or states of being of
nouns: enormous, doglike, silly, yellow, fun, fast. They can also describe the
quantity of nouns: many, few, millions, eleven.
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Status of single words as phrases

Traditionally, a phrase is understood to contain two or more words.
The traditional progression in the size of syntactic units is word < phrase <
clause, and in this approach a single word (such as a noun or pronoun)
would not be referred to as a phrase. However, many modern schools of
syntax ~ especially those that have been influenced by XQb_gy theory - make
no such restriction. Here many single words are judged to be phrases based
on a desire for theory-internal consistency. A phrase is deemed to be a word
or a combination of words that appears in a set syntactic position, for
instance in subject position or object position.

On this understanding of phrases, the'nouns and pronouns in bold in
the following sentences are noun phrases (as well as.nouns or pronouns):

He saw someone. '
Milk is good.

They spoke about corruption. , _
The words in bold are-called phrases since they appear in the syntactic

{ positions where multiple-word phrases (i.e. traditional phrases) can appear.
| This practice takes the constellation tobe primitive rather than the words

themselves. The word he, for instance, functions as a pronoun, but within
the sentence it also functions as a noun phrase. The phrase structure
grammars of the Chomskyan tradition (government and binding theory
and the minimalist program) .are primary, examples of theories that apply

{ this.understanding of phrases. Other grammars such as dependency

grammars are likely to reject this approach to phrases, since they take the
words thémselves to be primitive. For them, phrases must contain two or
more words.

Components X

A typical noun phrase consists of a noun (the head of the phrase) together
with zero or more dependents of varjous types. (These dependents, since
they modify a noun, are called adnominal.) The chief types of these
dependents are:

determiners, such as the, this, my, some, Jane's

attributive adjectives, such as large, beautiful, sweeter

adjective phrases and participial phrases, such as extremely large, hard
as nails, made of wood, sitting on the step

noun adjuncts, such as college in the noun phrase a college student

nouns in certain oblique cases, in languages which have them, such as
German des Mannes ("of the man"; genitive form)

prepositional phrases, such as in the drawing room, of his aunt

adnominal adverbs and adverbials, such as (over) there in the noun
phrase the man {over) there

. . . LY
relative clauses, such as which we noticed

other clauses serving as complements to the noun, such as that God
exists in the noun phrase the belief that God exists

infinitive phrases, such as to sing well and to beat in the noun phrases
] i eat ' :




the antecedent.

Are you finished with your application? Sarah already finished hers.
The blue bike is mine. I practiced my speech-and the students practiced
theirs.

Some possessive pronouns are easy to mix up with similar-looking
contractions. Remember, possessive personal pronouns don’t include
apostrophes. '
Interrogative Pronouns

Interrogative pronouns are used in questions. The interrogative pronouns -
are - who, what, which, and: whose. ; '

Who wants a bag of jelly beans? What'is your name? Which movie do
you want to watch? Whose jacket is this?

Noun Phrase (NP)

A noun phrase, or nominal (phrase); is a: phrase that has a-noun (or
indefinite pronoun) as its head .or performs the same grammatical function
as a noun. Noun phrases are very common cross-linguistically, and they
may-be the most frequently occurring phrase type.

Noun phrases often function as verb subjects and objects, as predicative
expressions and as the complements of prepositions. Noun phrases can be
embedded inside each other; for instance, the noun phrase some of his
constituents contains the shorter noun phrase his constituents.

In some more modern theories of grammar, noun phrases with
determiners are analyzed as having the determiner as the head of the phrase,
see for instance Chomsky (1995) and Hudson (1990).

Some examples of noun phrases are underlined in the sentences below.
The head noun appears in bold.

The election-year politics are annoying for many people.
Almost every sentence contains at least one noun phrase.

"Those five beautiful shiny Arkansas Black apples” is a noun phrase of
which apples is the head. To test, a single pronoun can replace the whole
noun phrase, as in "They look delicious".

Current economic weakness may be a result of high energy prices.

Noun phrases can be identified by the possibility of pronoun substitution,
as is iltustrated in the examples below.

a. This sentence contains two noun phrases.

b. It contains them.

a. The subject noun phrase that is present in this sentence is long.
b. It is long.

a. Noun phrases can be embedded in other noun phrases.

b. They can be embedded in them.

A string of words that can be replaced by a single pronoun without
rendering the sentence grammatically unacceptable is a noun phrase. As to
whether the string must contain at least two words, see the following section.
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smell nice, try smelling these.

That is used for singular items that are far away. Those is used for
multiple items that are far away. Again, the distance can be physical or
metaphorical.

A house hke that would be a nice place to live. Some new flavors of
soda came in last week. Why don’t you try some of those'? Those aren’t
swans, they're geese.

-+
Indefinite Pronouns
Indefinite pronouns are used when you need to refer to a person or

thing that doesn’t need to be spec1f1cally identified. Some common indefinite
pronouns are one, other, none, some, anybody, everybody, and’ no one.

Everybody was late to work because of the traffic jam. It matters more
to some than others. Nobody knows the trouble I've seen.? ?

When indefinite pronouns function as subjects of a sentence or clause,
they usually take singular verbs. .

.Reflexive and Intensive Pronouns

Reflexive pronouns - end in -self or -selves: rﬁyself; yourself, himself,
herself, itself, ourselves, yourselves, themselves.

Use a reflexive pronoun when both the subject and ob]ect of a verb
refer to the same person or thing.

_ Henry cursed himself for his poor eyesight. ‘They booked themselves a
room at the resort. I told myself it was nothing.

Intensive pronouns look the same as reflexive pronouns, but their
purpose is different. Intensive pronotins add emphasis. :

I built this house myself. Did you yourself see Loretta spill the coffee?

“I built this house” and “I built this house myself” mean almost the
same thing. But “myself” emphasizes that I personally built the house—I
didn’t hire someone else to do it for me. Likewise, “Did you see Loretta spill
the coffee?” and “Did you yourself see Loretta spill the coffee?” have similar
meanings. But “yourself” makes it'clear that the person asking wants to
know whether you actually witnessed the incident or whether you only
heard it described by someone else. 3

Occasionally, people are tempted to use myself where they should use
me because it sounds a little fancier. Don’t fall into that trap! If you use a -
self form of a pronoun, make sure it matches one of the uses above.

Please call Sarah or myself if you are going to be late. Loretta, Henry,
and myself are pleased to welcome you to the neighborhood.

Possessive Pronouns

Possessive pronouns come in two flavors: limiting and absolute. My,
your, its, his, her, our, their.and whose are used to show that something
belongs to an antecedent.

Sarah is working on her application. Just put me back on my bike. The
students practiced their presentation after school. -

The absolute possessive pronouns are mine, yours, his, hers, ours, and
theirs. The absolute forms can be substituted for the thing that belongs to




Who vs. Whom—Subiject and Object Pronouns

Now that we've talked about relative-pronouns, let’s tackle the one that
causes the most-confusion: who vs. whom. Who is a subject pronoun, like I,
he, she, we, and they. Whom is an object pronoun, like me, him, her, us and
them. When the pronoun is the object of a verb or preposition, the object
form is the one you want. Most people don’t have much trouble with the
objective case of personal pronouns because they usually come immediately
after the verb or preposition that modifies it. y

=

Please mail it to 1.

Please mail it to me.

Ms. Higgins caught they-pas!smg notes.

Ms. Higgins caught them passing notes.

Is this cake for we?

Is this cake for. us? ~

Whom is trickier, though, because it usually comes before the verb or
preposition that modifies it.
. . e xE B8 TR T P P
Whom did you speak to earlier?
A man, whom | have never seen before, was asking about you.
Whom should I say is calling?
One way to test whether you need who or whom is to try substituting a
personal pronoun. Find the place where the personal pronoun would
normally goand see whether the subject or object form makes more sense.

Who/whom did you speak to earlier? Did you speak to he/him earlier?

A man, whom I have never seen before, was asking about you. Have I
seen he/him before?

Whom should I say is calling? Should I say she/her is calling?

If the object pronoun (him or her) sounds right, use whom. If the subject
pronoun (he or she) sounds right, use who.

Before we move on, there's one more case where the choice between

subject and object pronouns can be confusing. Can you spot the problem in
the sentences below?

Henry is meeting Sarah and I this afternoon. There are no secrets between
you and L. It doesn’t matter to him or I.

In each of the sentences above, the pronoun I should be me. If you
remove the other name or pronoun from the sentence, it becomes obvious.

Henry is meeting I this afternoon. No one keeps secrets from I. It doesn’t
matter to L.

Demonstrative Pronouns
That, this, these and those are demonstrative pronouns. They take the
place of a noun or noun phrase that has already been mentioned.

This is used for singular items that are nearby. These is used for multiple
items that are nearby. The distance can be physical or metaphorical.

Here is a letter with no return address. Who could have sent this? What
a fantastic idea! This is the best thing ['ve heard all day. If you think gardenias
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For instance, if you're telling a story about your sister Sarah, the story will
begin to sound repetitive if you keep repeating “Sarah” over and.over again.

Sarah has always loved fashion. Sarah 1nn0unced that Sarah wants to
go to fashion school.

You could try to mix it up by sometimes referring to Sarah as “my sister,”
but then it sounds like you're referring to two different people.

Sarah has always loved fashion. My sister announced that Sarah wants
to go to fashion school.

Instead, you can use the pronouns she and her to refer to Sarah.

Sarah has always loved fashion. She announced that she wants to go to

fashion school.. . £ e 5

Personal Pronouns: =~ * LI

Thereiare.a.few different types of pronouns, and:ssome pronouns-belong
to more than one category. She and her are known as personal pronouns.
The other personal pronouns are | and me, you, he and him, it, we and s,
and they and them. If you-learned about pronouns in school, these are

probably the words your teacher focused on. We’ll:get to the other types of]
pronouns in a moment.

Antecedents

Pronouns are versatile. The pronoun it can refer to just abotit-anything;
a bike, a tree, a movie, a feeling. That's why you need an antecedent. An
antecedent is a noun or noun phrase that you mention at the beginning o
a seritence or story and later replace with a pronoun. In the examples below
the antecedent is highlighted and the pronoun that replaces it is bolded.

My family drives me nuts, but I love them. The sign was too far away
for Henry to read it. Sarah said she is'almost finished with the application

In some cases, the antecedent doesn’t need to be mentioned explicitly;
as long as the context is totally clear. It’s usually clear who the pronouns 1
me, and you refer to based on who is speaking. /
It's also possible to use a pronoun before you mention the antecedent

but try to avoid doing it in long or complex sentences ‘because it can maksg
the sentence hard to follow.

1 love them, but my family drives me nuts.

Relative Pronouns

Relative pronouns make up another class of pronouns. They are “Used
to connect relative clauses to independent clauses. Often, they introduc
additional information about something mentioned in the sentence. Relative
pronouns include that, what, which, who, and whom. Traditionally, wh
refers to people, and which and that refer to animals or things.

The woman who called earlier didn't leave a message, All the dogs thal

got adopted today will be loved. My car , which is nearly twenty years old
still runs well.

Whether you need commas with who, which, and that depends or
whether the glause is restrictive or nonrestrictive.




The light’s color is red. (or: The color of the light is red.)

The country’s flag has blue stripes. (or: The flag of the country has blue
tripes.)

The hunters’ guns were loaded. (or: The guns of the hunters were
paded.)

Note that when the noun already ends with -s, possession is indicated
y adding only an apostrophe — hunters’ guns,-not hunters’s guns. -

A noun can be used as the subject of a sentence, or in another capacity
s an object: w

John is-nice. — John is the subject of the sentence |
I saw John — John is the simple (direct) object of the sentehce.
I gave John the phone. — John is the indirect 6bject.of the sentence.

I'gave the phone to John. - John is the:object of the preposition-to.

K
osition in Sentence £ .y e

We can often recognise a noun by its pos1t10n in the sentence.

Nouns often come after a determiner (a determmer is a word likea, an,
he, this, my, such):

a relief

an afternoon

the doctor

this word

my house .
such stupidity

Nouns often come after one or more adjectives:
a great relief

a peaceful afternoon

the tall, Indian doctor

this difficult word

my brown and white house

such crass stupidity

unction in a sentence
Nouns have certain functions (jobs) in a sentence, for example:

subject of verb: Doctors work hard.
object of verb: He likes coffee. .

subject and object of verb: Teachers teach students.

But the subject or object of a sentence is not always a noun. It could be
L pronoun or a phrase. In the sentence "My doctor works hard”, the noun
s "doctor” but the subject is "My doctor”.

’ronoun
Pronouns make up a small subcategory of nouns. The distinguishing

haracteristic of pronouns is that thev_ran_he_ciilbckitiikad_farmath o e s
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Uncountable nouns can have a quantity or amount but cannot be
actually counted: water, music, clothes, understanding. In the second
example above, tons is a countable noun, but coal is not. Coal is referred to
as an uncountable noun.

‘Uncountable noun examples: hate, confidence, attractiveness, wisdom

Uncountable noun examples in the following sentences are in bold for
easy identification.

Love is in the ajr.
The four elements are air, earth, fire and water.
Her humor knows no bounds. 2

Collective'nouns refer to a:group of: people or things: audience, team,
bunch, family, class. When speaking of collective nouns, Americans consider
them as singular, using singular verbs with them, such as the group.dances
happily. When speakmg British English, both singular verbs and plural verbs
might be used, as in the group dance crazﬂy before the Queen

Collective noun examples: government jury, team, bunch, school’class,

| and room (the people in the room‘or buiillding) -

Collective noun examples in-the following sentences are in bold for easy
identification.

The team threw confetti when it was over.
Steve buys the band some sandwiches.
Meredith told the class she was getting married.

As mentioned above, when we talk of categories of nouns, some nouns
can be described as being in more than one category. Some nouns are
concrete and countable, for example, such as raindrops-and wedding rings,

while some are proper and uncountable, such as the Atlantic Ocean and
Alaska.

4

Forms of Nouns

The same noun can appear in different forms, depending on how it is
used.

A countable noun can be singular or plural. Most nouns in English form
the plural by adding -s or -es to the noun, although there are some exceptions:

One dog, two dogs, red dog, blue dog.
I missed not just one bus today, but two buses.
New York City is one of the grandest cities in the world.

Uncountable nouns and 'proper nouns are always considered to be
singular:

The air in the countryside and in the city is clean and fresh (not the
airs).

All knowledge is a good thing (not knowledges).
Florida has mostly warm weather in the winter.

Nouns can also indicate ownership. This form of a noun is called a
possessive noun, and is indicated by an apostrophe and the letter —s. It is
equivalent to using the word of and the noun.




Common nouns are the words that refer to most general things: country,
evening, laughter, puppy, umbrella

Common noun examples in the following sentences are in bold for easy
identification.

Cathy loves the weekends in the country.
We enjoy swimming after breakfast.
The cup fell and broke.

Proper nouns are the name that identifies someone or something, a
person or a place. Proper nouns are capitalized. John'is a proper noun,
since the word John represents a particular, single example of a-thing, John.

Proper noun examples: Mary, Jimmy, Aunt Audrey, Honda, Philadelphia

Proper noun examiples in the following senténces are in bold for easy
identification. " '

Emily loved spending time with her Aunt Nancy in Paris.

Buick and Jeep are two important cariﬁakers.

We visited Lake Erie, which separates the United States and Canada.

Concrete nouns represent a thing that is real and tangible: pig, person,
rock, smell, air, soup, Larry are all concrete nouns.

Concrete noun examples: cup, computer, diamond, rollercoaster,
shampoo, Debby

Concrete noun examples in the following sentences are in bold for easy
identification.

The person threw the rock across the yard.
My dog, Oreo, jumped in the air and caught the ball!
Can you smell the soup, John?

An abstract noun represents a thing that is more like a concept or idea:

love, integrity, democracy, friendship, beauty, knowledge are examples of
abstract nouns.

Abstract noun examples in the following sentences are in bold for easy
identification.

Love and friendship are equally important.

Beauty is in the eye of the beholder.

Your mind can know a million things.

Nouns can also be categorized as countable or uncountable.

A countable noun is a thing can be numbered or counted: airplane,
sock, bowl, noodle, teacher, as in two airplanes, three socks, 1000 noodles.

Countable noun examples: peach, horse, shirt, telescope

Countable noun examples in the following sentences are in bold for
easy identification.

There are five dogs in the street.
I bought three tons of coal.

Margaret has six pairs of blue sandals.
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3.3. NOUNS, PRONOUNS AND THE BASIC NP

Nouns

A noun is a word that names something: either a person, place, or thing.
In a sentence, nouns can play the role of subject, direct object, indirect
object, subject complement, object complement, appositive, or adjective.

Many common suffixes form nouns from other nouns or from other
types of words, such as -age (as in shrinkage), -hood (as in sisterhood), and
so on, although many nouns are base forms not containing any such suffix
(such as cat, grass, France). Nouns are also often created by conversion of
verbs or adjectives, as with the words talk and reading (a boring talk, the
assigned reading).

Nouns are sometimes classified semantically (by their mean'ings) as
proper nouns and common nouns’(Cyrus, China vs. frog, milk) or as
concrete nouns and abstfact nouns (book, laptop vs. heat, prejudice): A
grammatical distinction is often made between count (countable) nouns
such as clock and ¢ity, and non-count (uncountable) nouns such as milk
and decor. Some nouns can function both as countable and as uncountable
such as the word "wine" (This is,a good wine, I prefer red wine).

Cguntable nouns generally have singular and plural forms. In most
cases the plural is formed from the singular by adding -le]s (as in dogs,
bushes), although there are also irregular forms (woman/women, foot/
feet, etc.), iricluding cases where the two forms are identical (sheep, series).
For more details, see English plural. Certain nouns can bé used with plural
verbs even though they are singular in form, as in The government were ...
(where the government is considered to refer to the people constituting the
government). This is a form of synesis; it is more common in British than

American English. See English plural § Singulars with collective meaning
treated as plural.

English nouns are not marked for case as they are in some languages,
but they have possessive forms, through the addition of -’s (as in John's,
children's) or just an apostrophe (with no change in pronunciation) in the
case of -[e]s plurals and sometimes other words ending with -s (the dogs'
owners, Jesus' love). More generally, the ending can be applied to noun
phrases (as in the man you saw yesterday's sister); see below. The possessive
form’ can be used either as a determiner (John's cat) or as a2 noun phrase
(John's is the one next to Jane's}.

The status of the possessive as an affix or a clitic is the subject of debate.
it differs from the rioun inflection of languages such as German, in that the
genitive ending may attach to the last word of the phrase. T account for
this, the possessive can be analysed, for instance as a clitic construction (an

"enclitic postposition” } or as an inflection of the last word of a phrase
("edge inflection”). :

Categories of Nouns

There are several categories of nouns, and there can be an overlap across
the categories. For example, there are common and proper nouns, and
concrete and abstract nouns, yet some nouns are both concrete and
common, or concrete and proper. It will become clear as you read on.




Grammar Handbook for more. To form a complete sentence,.the predicate
must include a verb (a finite verb, more specifically). It can also include
objects, complements, and adverbials.

Objects

The object is the receiver of the action in a sentence: “He broke the
table” or “He threw the ball.” Like subjects, objects can be any word or
group of words functioning as a noun, and each type of object can also be
categorized as a complete, simple, or compound object. Categorized by
their different functions within-a sentence, the three types of objects are:

Direct Object - "T wrote a letter.” (What did 1 write? A letter.)

Indirect Object - "I wrote a letter to my friend.” (Who did I write a letter
10? My friend.)

Prepositional Object - "I wrote on the paper.” {(What did I write on? The
paper.) A thread on EnglishForums.com discusses prepositional objects and
their potential {ur confusion.

_omplements

Complements _(als:c!_ called predicatives) complete t‘_}!)_g\_ gge__d{i_c_a{te_ by
modifying a noun in ‘the seénténce! copllas or linking verbs require a
fomplement to form a complete sentence.

Subject Complement - "The car is new.” The subject complement follows
1 linking verb and modifies-the subject. It can be a predicate adjective (He

s happy), a predicate noun (He is the boss), or an adverbial complement
He is in the house). :

Object Complement - "I painted my room purple.” The object
fomplement modifies the direct object, either by describing it or renaming
t (They elected him governor). Object complements can cause some
onfusion; check out this Pain in the English post. Also see Wikipedia's note
in Object Complements.

Adjective Complement - "He was happy to help.” The adjective
omplement is a special case in which a group of words modifies an adjective.
f removed, the adjective complement leaves a grammatically complete
jentence, but the meaning of the sentence changes. The CCC Guide to
prammar and Writing explains the use of infinitive phrases as adjective
omplements. Note: predicative adjectives are also sometimes called
djective complements.

Verb Complement - Some grammarians use the term "verb complement”
> refer to direct and indirect objects (see the “Objects” section above), while

thers use it to refer to a complement occuring after a linking verb (a subject
omplement).

\dverbials

An adverbial is an adverb, adverbial phrase, or adverbial clause: any
vord or group of words that acts as an adverb within a sentence. They
isually modify verbs, but they can also modify the whole sentence. Unlike
n adverbial complement (He is in the house), an adverbial isn’t needed to
omplete a sentence (He had lunch in the house or He had lunch).

Syntax
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Interjections are another word class, but these are not described here as they
do not form part of the clause and sentence structure of the language.

Linguists generally accept nine English word classes: nouns, verbs,
adjectives, adverbs, pronouns, prepositions, conjunctions, determiners, and
exclamations. English words. are not generally marked for word class. It. ls
not usually possible to tell from the form of a word which class it belongs 1o
except, to some extent, in the case of words with inflectional endings or
derivational suffixes. On the other hand, most words belong to more than
one word class. For example, run can serve as either a.verb or a noun {these
are regarcled as. two different lexemes) Lexemes may be inflected to express
dlfferent grammatlcal categorres The’ lexeme run has the forms' runs, ran,
riinny, Tunner, and rurmmg Words in one class can sometimes be derived
from those in another This has the potential to glve rise to new words. The
noun aeroblcs has Tecently grven rise to the adjective aeroblcrzed

Words combn%e to form phrases A phrase typngally serves the same
functron as a, word from some partlcular word class. For, example my very
good frlend Peter 1s a phrase that,can be used in a sentence as.if it were a
noun, and is ‘therefore called a noun phrase. Slrmlarly, ad]ectwal phrases
and adverbial phiases function as if they were adjectivés or adverbs, but
with other types of phrases the termmology has dlfferept rmpllcatlons For
example a verb phrase consists of a verb together with any ob]ects and
other clependents, a prepositional phrase consists‘of a preposition and ifs
complement (and is therefore usually a type of adverbial phrase); and'd
determiner phrasé is a type of noun phrase containing a determiner. *

Basic Sentence Elements

The basic parts of a sentence fall into two cats: the subject and the
predicate. Know them well, because you can’t have a sentence without
them!

Subjects
The subject performs the action of the sentence. It can be a noun, noun

phrase, or noun clause. To analyze sentences, grammarians have
distinguished three kinds of subjects:

Complete Subject - "The old, dusty books on the table haven't been read
in years."” The complete subject includes the entire noun phrase -- usually
everything before the verb.

Simple Subject - "books". The simple subject is the main noun or pronoun
stripped of all modifiers.

Compound. Subject - "The cowardly mailman and the huge, barking
dog didn't get along very well.” A compound subject consists of two orj

more subjects linked together by conjunctions. Note: the simple subject off
that sentence would be "mailman and dog".

See Sentence Subjects for a closer look at subjects and subject-verb
inversion (placing a subject after the verb in a sentence, as in “How is Bob?”).

Predicates

As with:subjects, predicates can be classified as complete predicates,
simple predicates, and compound predicates; see this page in the UIUC




Fords are used to form a sentence. More often than not, adopting a complex
iction means a complex syntactic structure of sentences, and vice versa.
n combination, syntax and diction help writers develop tone, mood, and
tmosphere in a text, along with evoking readers’ interest.

2. ELEMENTS OF GRAMMAR

English grammar ‘is the way in which meanings are énicoded into
vordings in the English language This includes the structiire ‘of words,
hrases, clauses, and sentences, rlght up to the structure of whole texts.

There are, hlstorlcal social, cultural and regional var1at1ons of Eng'lge,}}J
)1vergences from the grammar described here occur in some d1a1ects This
rticle describes a generahzed present: day Standard Enghsh — a form of
peech and wrltmg used in public dlscourse, mcludmg broadcastlng,
ducation, entertainment, government and news, over a range of registers
rom. formal to informal. THeré are differences in grammar between the
tandard forms of Bntlsh ‘American, and Austrahan Engllsh although{ these

re moré mmor than dlfferences in vocabulary and pronuncm’uon R
i L £ ]
.Modern h.nghsh has largely abandoned the mﬂectlonal case system of

ndo—European in favor.of analytlc constructions. The personal,pronouns
letain morphological case more strongly, than any other word class (a
emnant of the more extensive Germanic case system of old’ Enghsh) For
ther pronouns, and all nouns, adjectives, and articles, grammatical function
indicated only by word order, by, prep051t10ns, and by the "Saxon genitive
ar English possessive” (-'s).

Eight "word classes” or "parts of speech" are commonly -distinguished
n English: nouns, determiners, pronouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs,
prepositions, and conjunctions. Nouns form the largest word class, and
rerbs the second-largest. Unlike many Indo-European languages, English
wouns do not have grammatical gender.

[ypes of Grammar :

Teachers follow a course of pedagogical grammar when instructing
“nglish language learners. While students mainly have to deal with the
wuts-and-bolts of prescriptive, traditional grammar (such as making sure
rerbs and subjects agree and where to put commas in a sentence), linguists
ocus on the infinitely more complex aspects of language. They study how
eople acquire language and debate whether every child is born with a
roncept of universal grammar, examining everythmg from how dlfferent
anguages compare to each other (comparative grammar) to the variety of
bermutations within & single language (descriptive grammar) to the way
n which words and usage interrelate to create meaning (lexicogrammar).

Nord classes and phrases

Nouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs form open classes — word classes
that readily accept new members, such-as the noun celebutante (a celebrity
who frequents the fashion circles), and other similar relatively new words.
The others are considered to be closed classes. For example, it is rare for a
new pronoun to enter the language. Determiners, traditionally classified along
with adjectives, have not always been regarded as a separate part of speech.

Syniax
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Know about syntax

To know about elements of grammar
To know about nouns, pronouns and-the basic NP

To know about adjective and adverb-

To know about:preposition and: prepositional phrase

To know about the simple sentence ‘

31, INTRODUCTION

Syntax is a set of rules in a language. It dictates how words from different
parts of speech are put together in order to convey a complete thought.

Syntax is the grammatlcal structure of words and phrases to create |
coherent sentences. Syntax is the grammatical structure of sentences. The
format in which words and phrases are arranged to create sentences is
called syntax.

1 3

ER RS

Examples of Syntax in a Sentence:

The boy jumped happily.

The boy happilgf jumped.

Happily, the boy jumped.

what is a syntax meaningBy rearranging just one word in the sentence,

a varied syntax is formed. Each is grammatically correct and acceptable
English language form.

A writer will vary sentence syntax to make writing more interesting or
to emphasize a particular point.

Words and phrases must follow English rules for correct arrangement J
and coherent sentences.

Syntax and diction are closely related. Diction refers to the choice of
words in a particular situation, while syntax determines how the chosen




 + N rule/pattern is unproductive and limited to a few lexically listed
fems. Apart from endocentric and exocentric compounds there is another
ype of compound which requires an interpretation different from the ones
ntroduced so far. Consider the hyphenated words in the examples below:
a. singer-songwriter
scientist-explorer
poet-translator
hero-martyr

b. the doctor-patient gap
the nature-nurture debate
a modifier-head structure
the mind-body problem

Both sets of words are characterized by the fact that none of the two
embers of the compound seems in any sense more important than the
ther. They could be said to have two semantic heads, none of them being
libordinate to the other. Given that no member is semantically prominent,
ut both members equally. contribute touthe meaning of the compound,
nese compounds have been labeled copilative compounds (of dvatidva
bmpounds in Sanskrit grammarian terms).

Why are the copulative compounds in (a & b} divided into two different
ts (a) and (b)? The idea behind this differentiation is that copulatives fall
to two classes, depending on their interpretation. Each form in (a) refers

one entity that is characterized by both members of the compound. A
oet-translator, for example, is a person who is both as a poet and a
anslator. This Lype of copulative compound is sometimes called
positional compound. By contrast, the dvandvas in (b) denote two entities
at stand in a particular relationship with regard to the following noun.
he particular type of relationship is determined by the following noun.
he doctor-patient gap is thus a gap between doctor and patient, the tiature-
urture debate is a debate on the relationship between nature and nurture,
nd so on. This second type of copulative compound is also known as
ordinative compound. If the noun following the compound allows both
*adings, the compound is in principle ambiguous. Thus a scientist-
hilosopher crew could be a crew made up of scientist-philosophers, or a
ew made up of scientists and philosophers. It is often stated that dvandva
mpounds are not very common in English (e.g. Bauer 1983:203), but in a
ore recent study by Olson (2001) hundreds of attested forms are listed,
hich shows that such compounds are far from marginal.

The above mentioned word formation processes are the most frequent
- important in the English language, but it is rarely the case that only one
rocess occurs in one word. Words can be loaned and then back formed,

ter on gaining an affix. There are practically no boundaries to those
ocesses other that human ingenuity.

Morphology
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The Structure of Modern English Latin, including modern scientific and technical Latin: 28.24%
(MA-Eng ~100) Germanic Janguages, including Old and Middle English: 25%
Greek: 5.32%
No etymology given or unknown: 4.03%
Derived from proper names: 3.28% N
All other languages contributed less than 1%
However, if the frequency of use of words is considered, words from
Old and Middle English occupy the vast majority.

i

Examples: .
Biology, boxer ,0zone from German %
Jacket,yoghurt kiosh from Turkish *
Pistl,robot from CzZech: f
: PR ' it
Coinage 5 1 « Bl t ' 12 1%

Coinage is the invention of totally new words. The typical process-of-
coinage usually irivolves the exténsion of a product name‘from‘a specific
reference to-a more géneral:6ne. For example, think-of Kleenex, Xerox, and
Kodak: ThHese'§taftéd as'nares of specific: products; bt Now they are iised’*
as the generic namesifor different brands of these types of products. ~

Compounding

A compound is a lexeme {a word) that consists of more than one other
lexeme. An endocentric.compound consists of a head, i.e. the. categorical
part that contains the basic meaning of the whole compound, and modifiers,,
which restrict this meaning. For example, the English compound doghouse,
where house is the head and dog is.the modifier, is understood as a house.
intended for a dog. Endocentric compounds tend to be of the same part of
speech (word class) as their head, as in the case of doghouse. (Such
compounds were called karmadharaya in the Sanskrit tradition.)

Exocentric compounds do not have a head, and their meaning often
cannot be transparently guessed from. its constituent. parts. For example,
the English compound white-collar is neither a kind of collar nor a white
thing. In an exocentric compound, the word class is determined lexically,
disregarding the class-of the constituents. For example, a must-have is not
a verb but a noun. English language allows several types of combinations
of different. word classes: )

N + N lipstick , teapot

A + N fast food , soft drink

V + N breakfast , sky-dive

N + V sunshine , babysit

N + A capital-intensive , waterproof
A + A deaf-mute , bitter-sweet

Like derivational rules, compounding rules may differ in productivity.
| In English, the N+ N rule/pattern is extremely productive, so that novel

| compounds.are created all he time and are hardy noticed. By contrast, the

[ mra
R
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adjective-to-verb: -ize {modern ? modernize)

noun-to-adjective: -al (recreation ? recreational)

noun-to-verb: -fy (glory ? glorify)

verb-to-adjective: -able (drink ? drinkable)

verb-to-noun: -ance (deliver ? deliverance)

Although derivational affixes do not necessarily modify the syntactic
category, they modify the meaning of the base. In many cases, derivational
affixes change both the syntactic category and the meaning: modern ?
modernize ("to make modern”). The modification of meaning is sometimes
predictable: Adjective + ness ? the state of being (Adjective); (stupid?
stupidness). ‘ B "

A prefix (write ? re-write; lord ? over-lord) will rarely change syntactic
category in English. The derivational prefix un- applies to adjectives (healthy
? unhealthy), some verbs (do ? undo), but rarely nouns. A few exceptions

are the prefixes en- and be-. En- (em- before labials) is usually used-as.a

transitive marker on verbs, but can also be applied to adjectives and nouns
to form transitive verb: circle (verb) ? encircle (verb); but rich {adj) ? enrich
(verb), large (adj) ? enlarge (verb), rapture (noun) ? enrapture (verb}, slave

(noun) ? enslave (verb)! The prefix be-, though not as productive as it once.

was in English, can function in a similar way to en- to mark transitivity, but
can also be attached to nouns, often in a causative or privative sense: siege

(noun) ? besiege (verb), jewel (noun) ? bejewel (verb), head (noun) ? behead
(verb). =

Note that derivational affixes are bound morphemes. In that, derivation
differs from compounding, by which free morphemes are combined
(lawsuit, Latin professor). It also differs from inflection in that inflection
does not change a word's syntactic category and creates not new lexemes
but new word forms (table ? tables; open ? opened).

Derivation may occur without any change of form, for example
telephone (noun) and to telephone. This is known as conversion. Some
linguists consider that when a word's syntactic category is changed without
any change of form, a null morpheme is being affixed.

Borrowing

Borrowing is just taking a word from another language. The borrowed
words are called loan words. A loanword (or loan word) is a word directly
taken into one language from another with little or no translation. By
contrast, a calque or loan translation is a related concept whereby it is the
meaning or idiom that is borrowed rather than the lexical item itself. The

word loanword is itself a calque of the German Lehnwort. Loanwords can
also be called "borrowings".

Loanwords in English

English has many loanwords. In 1973, a computerized survey of about
80,000 words in the old Shorter Oxford Dictionary (3rd edition) was
published in Ordered Profusion by Thomas Finkenstaedt and Dieter Wolff,
Their estimates for the origin of English words were as follows:

French, including Old French and early Anglo-French: 28.3%

Morphology
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The Structure of Modern English For example, the noun resurrection was borrowed from Latin, and the
(MA-Eng.-101) verb resurrect was then backformed hundreds of years later from it by
removing the -ion suffix. This segmentation of resurrection into resurrect +
ion was possible because English had many examples of Latinate words
that had verb and verb+-ion pairs — in these pairs the -ion suffix is added
to verb forms in order to create nouns (such as, insert/insertion, project/
projection, etc.).

Back formation may be similar to the reanalyses of folk etymologies
when it rests-on-an erroneous understanding of the morphology of the
longer word. For example, the singular noun asset is-a-back-formation from
the plural assets. However, assets is originally not a-plural; it is-a loan-word
from Anglo-Norman: asetz (modern French assez). The -s was reanalyzed
as a plural suffix. . -
Back-formation in the English Language
Many words came into English by this route: Pease was once.a mass
noun but was.reinterpreted as.a plural, leading to the back-formation pea.
The noun statistic was likewise a back-formation from the field of study
» | statistics. In Britain the verb burgle came into use in the 19th century as a
'back-formation from burglar (which can be compared to the North America
verb burglarize fornied by suffixation). !
Even though many English words are formed this way, new coinages
may sound strange; and are often used for humorous effect. For example,
gruntled or pervious (from disgruntled and impervious) would be considered
mistakes today, and used only in humorous contexts. The comedian George
Gobel regularly used original back-formations in his humnrous monologues.
Bill Bryson mused that the English language would be richer if we could
call a tidy-haired person shevelled - as an’opposite to dishevelled.

_ Frequently back-formations begin in colloquial use and only gradually
become accepted. For example, enthuse (from enthusiasm) is gaining
popularity, though it is still considered substandard by some today.

The immense celebrations in Britain at the news of the relief of the Siege
of Mafeking briefly created the verb to maffick, meaning to celebrate both
extravagantly and publicly. "Maffick” was a back-formation from Mafeking,
a place-name that was treated humorously as a gerund or participle.

Derivation

Derivation is used to form new words, as with happi-ness and un-happy
from happy, or determination from determine. A contrast is intended with
the process of inflection, which uses another kind of affix in order to form
variants of the same word, as with determine/determine-s/determin-ing/
determin-ed.

A derivational suffix usually applies to words of one syntactic category
and changes them into words of another syntactic category. For example,
the English derivational suffix -ly changes adjectives into adverbs (slow ?
slowly).

‘Some examples of English derivational suffixes:
adjective-to-noun: -ness (slow ? slowness)




|

ICQ: "I seek you"

-I0U: T owe you"
OU812: "Oh, you ate one, too?", a Van Halen album
CQR: "secure”, a brand of boat anchor
multi-layered acronyms:

GTK+: GIMP Tool Kit, i.e. GNU Image Manipulation Program Tool Kit,
ie. GNU's Not Unix Image Manipulation Program Tool Kit

GAIM: GTK+ AOL Instant Messenger, i.e: GIMP Tool Kit America OnLine
Instant Messenger, i.e. GNU Image Manipulation Program Tool Kit America
OnLine Instant Messenger, i.e. GNU's Not Unix Image Manipulation
Program Tool Kit America-OnLine Instant. Messenger

VHDL: VHSIC Hardware Description Language, i.e. Very High Speed
Integrated Circuits Hardware Description Language |

x
Blending : -

* A’blend is a word formed from parts of tw 'other words. These parts
are sometimes, but not always, morphemes. il
o M s N R 5 ¥t R 2121 iy e S -‘ﬁ ﬂ? = ar

, A blend is different from a portmanteau word in that a portmanteau
refers strictly to a blending of two function words, similar to a contraction.

Formation of blendings
Most blends are formed by one of the following methods:

1. The beginning of one word is added to the end of the other. For
example, brunch is a blend ‘of breakfast and lunch. This is the most common
method of blending.

2. The beginnings of two words are combined. For example, cyborg is a
blend of cybernetic and organism.

3. One complete word is combined with part of another word. For
example, guesstimate is a blend of guess and estimate.

4. Two words are blended around a common sequence of sounds. For
example, the word Californication, from a.song by the Red Hot Chili
Peppers, is a blend of California and fornication.

5. Multiple sounds from two component words are blended, while
mostly preserving the sounds' order. Poet Lewis Carroll was well known
for these kinds of blends. An example of this is the word slithy, a blend of
lithe and slimy. This method is difficult o achieve and is considered a sign
of Carroll's verbal wit.

When two words are combined in their entirety, the result is considered
a compound word rather than a blend. For example, bagpipe is a
compound, not a blend,

Back-formation

Back-formation refers to the process of creating a new lexeme (less
precisely, a new "word") by removing actual or supposed affixes. The
resulting neologism is called a back-formation. Back-formations are
shortened words created from longer words, thus back-formations may be
viewed as a sub-type of clipping.

— - - - - - - _ _— — .
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can pass into common usage, becoming part of Standard English, clippings
of a socially unimportant class or group will remain groap slang.

Acronymy

Acronyms and initialisms are abbreviations, such as NATO, laser, and
IBM, that are formed using the initial letters of words or word-parts in a
,phrase or, name. Acronyms and initialisms are usually pronounced in a
way that is distinct from that.of. the full forms for which they stand: as the
names of the individual letters (as in IBM), as a word (as in NATO), oras a
combination (as in IUPAC). Another term, alphabetism, is sometimes used
to describe abbreviations pronounced as the names of letters.  *

Examples : : @

pronounced as a word, containing only initial letters: *+ *

ENMA: (Fannie Mae) Federal National Mortgage Association: ~ &

laser: light amplification by the:s stimulated emission of radiation

NATO North Atlantic Treaty' Orgamsatlon ¥ F

scuba: self contamed underwater breathing apparatus

pronounced as a word, contammg non-initial’ letters:

Amphetamine: Alpha-methyl-phenethylamine

Gestapo: Geheime Staatspolizei ("secret state police”)

Interpol: International Criminal Police. Organization

radar: radio detection and ranging

pronounced only as the names of letters

BBC: British Broadcasting Corporation

DNA: deoxyribonucleic acid

LED: light-emitting diode

OB-GYN: obstetrics and gyn{(a)ecology or obstetrician and
gyn{a)ecologist

shortcut incorporated into name

3M: (three em) originally Minnesota Mining and Manufacturmg
Company

E3: (e three) El_éctrom'c_. Entertainment Exposition
W3C: (double-u three cee) World Wide Web Consortium

recursive acronyms, in which the abbreviation itself is the expansion of
one initial (particularly enjoyed by the open-source community)
GNU: GNU s Not Unix!

HURD: HIRD of Unix-Replacing Daemons, where ’ 'HIRD" stands for
"HURD of Interfaces Representing Depth”

VISA: VISA International Service Association

XNA: XNA's Not Acronymed - Microsoft's new game -development
framework: ° .

pseudo-acronyms are used because, when pronounced as intended, the

resemble the sounds of other words:




blending is still a morphological change or making a new word. There are,
of course, numerous word formation processes that do not arouse any
controversies and are very similar in the majority of languages.

Clipping
Clipping is the word formation process which consists in the reduction

of a word to one of its parts (Marchand: 1969). Clippings are, also, known
as "shortenings."Clipping mainly consists of the following types:

1. Back clipping

2. EFm‘e-clipping

3. Middle clipping
4. Complex clipping

Back clipping : y
Back: clipping or apocopation is the'most.common type; in which the

- beginning is retained. The unclipped original may be either a simple or a
 composite. Examples are: ad (advertisement), cable (cablegram), doc

T ——

(doctor), exam (examination), gas (gdsoline), math (mathematics), memo
(memorandum), gym-(gymnastics, gymnasium) mutt (muttonhead), pub
(public house), pop (popular concert), trad.(traditional jazz), fax (facsimile).

Fore-clipping
Fore-clipping or aphaeresis retains the final part. Examples are: phone

(telephone), varsity (university), chute (parachute), coon (racoon), gator
(alligator), pike (turnpike).

Middle clipping
In middle clipping or syncope, the middle of the word is retained.

Examples are: flu (influenza), tec (detective), polly (apollinaris), jams
(pyjamas), shrink (head-shrinker). N

Complex Clipping

Clipped forms are also used in compounds. One part of the original
compound most often remains intact. Examples are: cablegram (cable
telegram), op art (optical art), org-man (organization man), linocut (linoleum
cut). Sometimes both halves of a compound are clipped as in navicert
(navigation certificate). In these cases it is difficult to know whether the
resultant formation should be treated as a clipping or as a blend, for the
border between the two types is not always clear. According to Bauer (1993),
the easiest way to draw the distinction 1$ to say that those forms which
retain compound stress are clipped compounds, whereas those that take
simple word stress are not. By this criterion bodbiz, Chicom, Comsymp,
Intelsat, midcult, pro-am, sci-fi, and sitcom are’all compounds made of
clippings. According to Marchand (1969), clippings are not coined as words
belongifig to the standard vocabulary of a language. They originate as terms
of a spetial group like schools, army, police, the medical profession, etc., in
the intitnacy of a milieu where a hint is sufficient to indicate the whole. For
example,\.in school slang originated exam, math, lab, and spec(ulation),
tick(et = credit) originated in stock-exchange slang, whereas vet{eran),
cap(tain), are army slang. While clipping terms of sorne infiuential groups
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‘universally accepted usage. It is sometimes referred to all processes

morphemes are the inflectional. This only changes the tense of the verb.
Neither part of speech of a morpheme changes in this inflectional nor
semantic. The only difference is observed in the tense. Suppose example of
wait. After adding ‘ed’ into wait it becomes waited. Another type is cranberry
morpheme. They are not affixes and these are also called unique morphemes
that are only used as single words. Another type is allomorphs that have o
affect on semantic and part of speech but they only produce a difference in
pronunciation.

There are two types of morphemes which are:
| o -e

Free Morpheme R
The free morpheme is just a simple word that has a single morpheme;

thus, it is ffee and can occur independently. ‘For instance; in"/David wishes
to go there,” “go” is a free morpheme. - -
1 ¢ - o - s fe

By contrast to‘a free morpheme, a bound morpheme is used with a'free
morpheme' to’construct a complete word, as it cannot stand 'independently.
For example; in “Thefarmer wants to'kill duckling,” the bound'morphemes
“_er,” “s,” and’ “ling” cannot stand on‘their own. They need free morphemes
of “farm,” “want” and “duck” to ‘give meanings: : ~

iBoundfMdrp'hei:ne 4 ve

Bound morphemes are of two "fgé'}ies which include:

Inflectional Morpheme

This type of morpheme is only a.suffix. It transforms the function of
words by adding -ly as a suffix to the base of the noun, such as'in “friend,”
which becomes “friendly.” Now it contains two morphemes “friend” and
“-ly.” Here, “-ly” is-an inflectional morpheme, as it has changed the noun
“friend” into an adjective “friendly.”

Derivational Morpheme _

This type of morpheme uses both prefix as well as suffix, and has the
ability' to change function as well as meaning of words. For instance, adding
the suffix “-less” to the noun “meaning” makes the meaning of this word
entirely different. T

2'5. PROCESSES OF WORD FORMATION

In linguistics, word formation is the creation of a new word. Word-
formation is sometimes contrasted with semantic change, whichis a change
in a single word's meaning. The boundary between word formation and
semantic change can be difficult to define: a new use of an old word can be
seen as a new word derived from an old one and identical to’itin form. See
'conversion'. “ ) '

Nowadays, the terms ‘word formation’ does not have a clear cut,

connected with changing the form of the word by, for example, affixation, |
which is a matter of morphology. In its wider sense word formation denétes’
the processes of creation of new lexical units. Although it'seems that the
difference between morphological change of a word and’ creation of a new
term is quite easy to perceive, there is sometimes a dispute as to whether




- article : a, an and the
- conjunction : but, and, both etc.

Free and Bound Morphemes

In-contrast to the division between lexical and grammatical morphemes,
the distinction between free and bound morphemes is straight forward.
Free. morphemes are those that can stand alone as words. They may be
laxical (serve, press) or they may be grammatical (at, and).

Bound morphemes, on the other hand, cannot stand alone as word.
Like wise, they may be lexical (clued) as in exclude, include and preclude

or they may be grammatical (Plu) plural as in boys, girls and.cats. *
. < iy Ay v
2.4, TYPES OF MORPHEME taor

Morpheme is generally considered as grammatical unit. In liI{guiStic it
is a small unit of language and its study is called morphology: These are not
typical words. of a language. Morphemes are different from normal word.
You must be thinking now how these are different if both are small units of
language. The basic different between,the,types of morphemes and a word
is; the 'freestanding property. Morphemes do not necessarily exist as free
word whereas word is always free standing. A word may have one or more
than one morphemes. But, a morpheme can never comprise of any words
inside it. Another difference is that they may or may not be semantic. It is
not always necessary that these types morphemes are semantic. ,

You can classify these types of morphemes into two main types. If you
ant to understand the details of morphology then you must understand
what is this morpheme and its related types. Two types of morphemes are
free morphemes and bound morphemes. Any morpheme you study must
be belonging to any of these categories. They are not belonging to both of
these categories. Let’s see these types in details.

Free morphemes are those that have an independent identity. They
sparsely act as 2 word and they may also appear along with other lexemes.
As single word they act like town, city etc and along with lexemes they are
like town hall. Second part of morphemes always comes with words and it
is a part of the words. They are in conjunction with other bound morphemes
or a root. Suppose ‘UN’ this is one example of bound morpheme. You can’t
use it alone and it always comes along with conjunction. These are called

affixes in English. These are must bound types of morphemes that may be
suffix or prefix.

Other than these two main typeés of morphemes bound morphemes are
also sub divided into two categories. These are derivational morphemes
and inflectional morphemes. Derivational morphemes as the name indicates
are derived forms. When they are used in the sentences they change the
part of speech. Hey change an‘adjective to a noun. Or they change a noun
into adjective. Derivative morphemes can also change semantic meanings.
Let’s see this example. Happiness is a word in which happy is bound to
morpheme ‘ness’. In this example an adjective is changed into a.noun. In
another example unkind, "UN’ is morpheme which is bound to a root word
kind and it has changed the semantic of the word. Second types of

Morphology
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A morpheme can be loosely defined as a minimal unit having more or
less constant meaning associated with more or less constant form.
Morpheme is the smallest meaningful unit in the grammar of language. In
English grammar and morphology, a morpheme is a meaningful linguistic
unit consisting of a word such as dog, or a word element, such.as the -s at
the end of dogs, that can’t be divided into smaller meaningful parts.

Morphemes are the smallest units of meaning in a language. They are
commonly classified as either free morphemes, which can occur as separate
words or bound morphemes, which can't stand alone as words.

Many words in English are made up .of a single free morpheme. For
example, each word in the following sentence is a distinct morpheme: "1
need to go now, but you can stay." Put another way, none of the nine words
in that sentence‘can-bé divided'into smaller parts that are also meaningful.

There are three points-to note with respect to morphemes.

First, they are distinct from semantic feature, in that morphemes have a
more or less constant form, which.is usually reflected by they spelling.

Ex ; the sense of.the words man, boy, stallion, and colt.

Second, the definition of morpheme as a minimal unit with more-or less
constant meaning associated with more or less constant form should be
taken as a general rule of thumb rather than a hard and fast criterion

Ex : the word boys and girls.

Boys ? boy + s

Girls ? girl +s

Where the —s in each word'represent the same plural morpheme (the
plural morpheme is often symbolized (PLU} rather than (S) to distinguish it

from other morphemes spelled with — s, such as the possessive morpheme
in boys) '

Third, it is important to note that identical spelling.don’t necessary
indicate the same morpheme

Ex : buyer and shorter

Buyer ? means something like “one who"

Shorter ? comparative morpheme

Lexical and Grammatical Morpheme

' LN N
The distinction between lexical and grammatical morphemes is not well
defined, although many linguists seem to agree that is a useful division to
make

Lexical morphemes have a sense (i.e. meaning) is and of them selves.
- Nouns : boy

- Verb : boy

- Adjective : big

Grammatical morphemes, on the other hand, don't really have a sens

in and on themselves. Instead they express some sort of relationship betwee
lexical morphemes.

- preposition : at, on, beside etc !




meter (measure} diameter

ped (foot) pedestrian

ped (foot) tripod

Prefixes that mean "no": a- de- dis-, in- non- un-, contra

Examples: disqualify, nondescript, unscrupulous, contradict, inadvertent

Prefix Meaning Examples

a-, an- without, not * asexual; atypical, amoral, anarchy

de- reverse action, away defrost, demystify, desensitize, deduct
dis-, dif-, di- not, apart dissatisfied, disorganized, differgnt, divert
in-, il-, it-, im- not -inappropriate, invisible, illegal, impossaible
non- not nonproductive, nonessential; nonsense
un- not unlikely, unnoticeable, unreliable

contra-, counter-  agairist contrary, contradict, counterproductive

Prefixes that indicate "when,” "where," or "more”: pre-, post-, ante-, inter-, infra-, traps-, sub-
, Circume-, ultra- - 3 5 .

Examples: premature, postscript, anteroom, intervene, transformation

Prefix Meaning Examples T

pre-, pro- before pre-dinner, preliminary, previous, prologue
post- after postwar, postoperative, postpone

ante- before antecedent, antechamber

inter- between, among interstate, intercept, interfere

intra- within intramural, intrastate, intravenous

trans- ACTOSS transcontinental, transparent, tra‘nsacticm
sub- under submarine, submerge, subjugate

circum- around circumnavigate, circumference

ulira- beyond, on the far ultrasonic, ultraviolet, ultraconservative

side of, excessive

2.3. CONCEPT OF MORPHEME/ALLOMORPH

A morpheme is the smallest syntactical and meaningful linguistic unit
|that contains a word, or an element of the word such as the use of —s whereas
"this unit is not divisible further into smaller syntactical parts.

. Amorpheme is the smallest meaningful unit in a language. A morpheme

is not identical to a word. The main difference between them is that a

morpheme sometimes does not stand alone, but a word, by definition, always
stands alone. The linguistics field of study dedicated to morphemes is called
norphology. When a morpheme stands by itself, it is considered as a root
recause it has a meaning of its own (such as the morpheme cat). When it
lepends on another morpheme to express an‘idea, it is an affix because it
as a grammatical function (such as the —s in cats. to indicate that it is
lural). Every word comprises one or more morphemes.

i
4
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pseudo-  false

pseundonym

re-, red- back again rejuvenate

re-, red-  together  reconnect

retro- backward retrospect
semi- half semicircle
sub- under submerge
super- " above superfine
tele- far telescope
trans- across transalpine
Number prefixes »

uni- one tetra- four
mono- one quint- five

bi- two pent- five
duo- two, sex- six

di- two ‘ hex- six

tri- three sept- seven
quad- four hept- seven

Math & Science Affixes and Roots

Root or Affix
aqua (water)
hydro (water)
hemi (half)
semi {half)
equi {(equal)
tele (far off) -

micro {smail)

onomy (science of)

ology (study of}
uni (one)

bi {two)

tri (three}

octa (eightj

dec (ten)

centi (hundred)
milli (thousand)
bio (life)

astro {star)

thermo (heat)

Example
aquarium
hydroplané
hemisphere
semicircie
equivalent
telescope
microfilm
astronomy
geology
universe
bicycle
triangle
octagon
decade
centimeter
millimeter
biology

astronaut

thermodynamic

false name; esp., an author's pen-name
to make young

to put together again

a looking back on things

half a circle

to put under water

extra fine

seeing or viewing afar

across the Alps

oct- eight
nov- nine
dec- ten,a
lat- side

ped- foot
pod- foot




In English, there are no inflectional prefixes; English uses suffixes instead

for that purpose.

The word prefix is itself made up of the stem fix (meaning "attach”, in
this case), and the prefix pre- (meaning "before"), both of which are derived
from Latin roots.

Common Prefixes o
ante- before antebellum before the war
anti- against antifreeze | liquid used to guard against freezing
auto- self automatic self-acting or self-regulating
bene- good benefit an act of kindness; a gift
circum- around circumscribe to draw a line around; to encircle i
contra-  against contradict to’épeak against i
de- reverse, remove defoliate remove the leaves from a tree
dis- apart dislocate to unlodge
dys- bad dysfunctional  not fi:ﬂctioning A
ecto- outside ectoparasite parasthe living on the exterior of animals
endo- within endogamy marriage within the tribe
ex- out excavate to dig out
equi- equal equidistant equal distance
extra- beyond extraterrestrial beyond the earth
hyper- over hypertension  high blood pressure
hypo- under hypotension fow bloed pressure
n- in interim in between
nter- between  intervene come between
ntra- within intramural within bounds of a school
ntro- in, into introspect to look within, as one's own mind
nacro- large MAaCroscopic large enough to be observed by the naked eye
nal- bad maladjusted badly adjusted
nicro- small microscopic $0 small that one needs a microscope to observe
wlti- many multimillionaire one having two or more million dollars
eo- new neolithic new stone age
m- not nonconformist one who does not conform
In- all pantheon a temple dedicated to all gods
.ly- many polygonal having many sides
5t- after postgraduate  after graduating
- before precede to go before
- for proponent a supporter e
%Eo- first prototype first or original model

Morphology
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un- not; opposite of unusual

under- under; too little underestimate

Common Suffixes

Suffix Definition Examples

-able, -ible is; can be affordable, sensible

-al, -ial having characteristics of universal, facial

-ed past tense verbs; adjectives the dog walked, the walked dog

cen made of ! golden

-er, -or one who; person connected with teacher, professor ™
-er mote K K taller* * A £ aF

] 1 A E P e} I L A A |
-est the ‘most tallest '
a0  TRex - LU B PR it EH LN

ful,, full-of , helpful ‘ J < 1

:;-ic t  having characteristicsof  poetic ? ¥ >

-ing verb forms; present participles sleeping
on, ~tion, -afion,_ * ‘ } I bt £ u-ﬂ LAY e
-tion act; process submission, motion, relation, edi_ti_c'ih'-
-ity, -ty state of activity, society

-ive, -ative, . Y

-itive adjective form of noun active, comparative, sensitive

-less without hopeless

-ly how something is lovely

-ment state of being; act of contentment

-ness +  state of; condition of openness

-ous, -eous, -ious having qualities of riotous, courageous,

gracious

-8, -€§ more than one trains, trenches
-y characterized by gloomy
Prefix

A prefix is an affix which is placed before the stem of a word. Adding it
to the beginning of one word changes it into another word. For example,
when the prefix un- is added to the word happy, it creates the word
unhappy. Particularly in the study of languages, a prefix is also called a
preformative, because it alters the form of the words to which it is affixed.

Prefixes, like other affixes, can be either inflectional, creating a new
form of the word with the same basic meaning and same lexical category
.(but playing a different role in the sentence), or derivational, creating a
new word with a new semantic meaning and sometimes also a differen
lexical category. Prefixes, like all other affixes, are usually boun
morphemes. ’




phon sound phone, symphony
photo/phos light photograph, phosphorous
pseudo false pseudonyin, pseudoscience
psycho soul; spirit psychology, psychic

scope viewing instrument microscope, telescope
techno art; science; skill technique, technological
tele far off television, telephone

therm heat thermal, thermometer
Affixes

One method of understanding the meanings of new words is to analyze
the different parts of the word and the meanings of those parts. Many new
words are formed by adding an affix to the beginning or end of a Latin or
Greek root or root word. When affixes are added to the beginning of roots
or root words, they are called prefixes For example, the most common prefix
is un-, which meant not oropposite of. If you add un- to the word happy,
the new word becomes unhappy, which means not happy. When affixes

are added to the end of roots or root words, they are called Stiffixes” The
- most common suffixes are -s and -es,- which mean more than one {or the

plural) of the word. Adding -es to wish, changes the meaning o the word to

more than one wish.

Commmon Prefixes

Prefix Definition Examples
- anti- against anticlimax
de- opposite devalue
dis- not; opposite of discover
en-, em- cause to enact, empower
fore- before; front of fureshadow, forearm
in-, im- in income, impulse
in-, im-, il-, ir- not indirect, immoral, illiterate, irreverent
inter- between; among interrupt
nid- middle midfield
nis- wrongly misspell
on- not nonviolent
ver- over; too much overeat
e before preview
i;i again rewtite
im'- half; partly; not fully semifinal
‘11-'- under subway
er- above; beyond superhuman
:'13- across transmit

Morphology
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60 Self Instructional-Material

mater
mit
mort
multi
pater
port
rupt
scrib/scribe
“sect/sec
sent
spect
struct
vid /vis

voe

mother
to send-
death
many
father
to carry
to break
to write
to cut

to feel; to send
to look
to build
to see

voice; to call

Common Greek Roots

Greek Root
anthropo
auto

bio

chron
dyna

dys

gram
graph
hetero
homo
hydr
hypo
logy
meter /metr
micro
mis/miso
mono
morph
nym

phil
phobia

Definition

man; human; humanity

self
life
time
power
bad; hard; unlucky
thing written
writing

different

same

water

below; beneath
study of

measure

small

hate

one

form; shape

name

love

fear

material, maternity
transmit, admit
mortal, mortician

multimedia, multiple

_paternal, paternity

portable, transportation
bankrupt, disruption .
inscription, prescribe
bisect, section

consent, resent
inspection, spectator
destruction, restructure
video, televise.

vocalize, advocate

Examples

anthropologist, philanthropy
autobiography, automobile
biology, biography
“chronological, chronic
dynamic, dynamite
dysfunctional, dyslexic
epigram, telegram
graphic, phonograph
heteronym, heterogeneous
homonym, homogenous
hydration, dehydrate
hypothermia, hypothetical
biology, psychology
thermometer, perimeter
microbe, microscope
misanthrope, misogyny
monologue, monotonous
morphology, morphing
antonym, synonym
philanthropist, philosophy
cla;strophobia, phobic




lemos  people  democracy
lerma  skin epidermis
{yna power dynamic

€0 earth geology
elio sun heliotrope
ydro water hydroponics
ypno  sleep hypnosis

xct throw eject

ragni  great, big magnify
ran{u)  hand manuscript
10No0 one monoplane
rtho straight  orthodox
od foot pseudopod
sycho  mind psychology
yro fire pyrometer
ript write manuscript
2Ira earth terrace
ermo  heat thermometer
00 animal zoology

ommon Latin Roots

atin Root

mbi

Jua

id

ene

nt

rcum
mtra/counter
o |

¢/duct

Definition
both

water

to hear
good

one hundred
around
against

to say

to lead’

to do; to make
shape
strength

to break
throw

judge

bad

government by the people

the outer layer of skin

characterized by power and energy

the study of the earth

any plant that turns toward the sun

growing of plants in water reinforced with nutrients
a state of sleep induced by suggestion

to throw out

to enlarge, to make bigger

written by hand

airplane with one wing

right, true, straight opinion

false foot '

study of the mind in any of its aspects

an instrument for measuring temperatures
hand written

a raised platform of earth

instrument for measuring heat

the study of animals

Examples

ambiguous, ambidextrous
aquarium, aquamarine
audience, audition
benefactor, benevolent
century, percent
circumference, circumstance
contradict, encounter
dictation, dictator

conduct, induce

factory, manufacture
conform, reform
fortitude, fortress
fracture, fraction
projection, rejection
judicial, prejudice

malevolent, malefactor
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Back-formation: edit from editor |
Abbreviation: phone from telephone
Eponym: sandwich from Earl of Sandwich

Blending: smog from smoke and fog

2.2. STRUCTURE OF WORDS

In linguistics, a wotd of a spoken language can be defined as the smallest
sequence of phonenies that can be uttered in isolation with objective or
practical meaning. For many languages, words also correspond to sequences
of graphemies ("letteis") irl‘their standard writing systems that are-delimited
by spaces wider than the normal inter-letter space, or by other graphical
conventions. The concept of "word" is-usually distinguished from that of a
morpheme, which is the smallest unit of speech which has a meaning, even
if it will not stan_d_jqn its own.

In many languages, the notion of what constitutes a "word" may be
mostly learned as part of learning the writing system. This is the case of the
English language, and-of most languages that are written with alphabets
derived from the ancient Latin or Greek alphabets.

There still remains no consensus among linguists about the proper
definition of "word" in a spoken language that is independent of its writing
system, nor about the precise distinction between it and “morpheme”. This
issue is particularly debated for Chinese and other languages of East Asia,
and may be moot for Afro-Asiatic languages.

Root Words

Many English words are formed by taking basic words and adding
combinations of prefixes and suffixes to them. A basic word to which affixes
(prefixes and suffixesy are added is called a root word because it forms the
basis of a new word. The root word is also a word in its own right. For
example, the word lovely consists of the word love and the suffix -ly.

In contrast, a root is the basis of a new word, but it does not typically
form a stand-alone word on its own. For example, the word reject is made
up of the prefix re- and the Latin root ject, which is not a stand-alone

word.

Common Word Roots

Root Meaning Example Definition
agri field agronomy field-crop production and soil management
' -anthropo man anthropology the study of man
| astro star astronaut one who travels in interplanetary space
bio life bioclogy the study of life
cardio  heart cardiac pertaining to the heart
cede go precede to go before

chrome color chromatology the science of colors




Prefix: re- added to do produces redo
Suffix: -or added to edit produces editor

Infix: -um- added to fikas (strong) produces fumikas (to be strong) in
ontoc

Circumfix: ge- and -t to lieb (love) produces geliebt (loved) in German

There are two categories of affixes: derivational and inflectional. The
nain difference between the two is that derivational affixes are added to
rorphemes to form new words that may or may not be the same part of
peech and inflectional affixes are added to.the end of an existing word for
urety grammatical reasons. In English there are only eight total inflectional
ffixes:

-3 3rd person singular present she waits

-ed past tenise he walked

-ing progressive she's watching

-en past participl_é she has eaten

-8 plural three tables s
-'s possessive Holly's cat "

-er comparative you are taller

-est superlative you are the tallest

The other type of bound morphemes are called bound roots. These are
worphemes (and not affixes) that must be attached to another morpheme
nd do not have a meaning of their own. Some examples are ceive in perceive
nd mit in submit.

English Morphemes
Free
Open Class

‘ Closed Class
Bound

‘ Affix

1 Derivational

\ Inflectional

Root

There are six ways to form new words. Compounds are a combination
‘ords, acronyms are derived from the initials of words, back-formations
created from removing what is mistakenly considered to be an affix,

eviations or clippings are shortening longer words, eponyms are created

proper nouns (names), and blending is combining parts of words into

ompound: doghouse

cronym: NBA (National Basketball Association) or scuba (self-

ined underwater breathing apparatus)

Morphology
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"-s", only found bound to noun phfases._ Speakers of English, a fusional
language, recognize these relations from their innate knowledge of English's
rules of word formation. They infer intuitively that dog is to dogs as cat is
to cats; and, in similar fashion, dog is to dog catcher as dish is to dishwasher.
By contrast, Classical Chinese has very little morphology, using almost
exclusively unbound morphemes ("free" morphemes) and depending on
word order to convey meaning. (Most words in modern Standard Chinese
['Mandarin"], however, are compounds-and-most roots are bound.) These
are understood as grammars that represent the morphology of the language.
The rules understood by a speaker reflect specific patterns or regularities in
the way words aré formed from’ smaller units in the language they are
using, and how those smaller units interact in"speech. In this way,
morphology is the branch of linguistics that studles patterns of word
formation within and across languages and attempts to formulate riiles
that model the knowledge of the speakers of those. languages

Phonological and orthographic modifications betwéén a base word and
its origin may be partial to literacy skills. Studies have indicated that the |
presence of modification . in~phonology-and orthography makes
morphologically complex words harder to understand and-that the absence
of modification between a base word and its origin makes' morphologically
complex words easier to understand. Morphologically complex words are
easier to comprehend when they include a base word.

Polysynthetic languages, such as Chukchi, have words composed of
many morphemes. The Chukchi word "t?mey??levtp??t?rk?n”, for example,
meaning "I have a fierce headache”, is composed of-eight morphemes t-?-
mey?-?-levt-p??t-?-rk?n that may be glossed. The morphology of such
languages allows for each consonant and vowel to be understood as’
morphemes, while the grammar of the language indicates the usage and
understanding of each morpheme.

The discipline that deals specifically with the sound changes occurring
within morphemes is morphophonology.

Free morpheme: bad
Bound morpheme: -ly
Word: badly

When we talk about words, there are two groups: lexical\(or conten
and function {or grammatical) words. Lexical words are called open cla
words and include nouns, verbs, adjectives and adverbs. New words ¢
regularly be added to this group. Function words, or closed class wor
are conjunctions, prepositions, articles and pronouns; and new wor
cannot be (or are very rarely) added to this class.

Affixes are often the bound morpheme. This group inciudes prefix
suffixes, infixes, and. circumfixes. Prefixes are added to the beginning
another morpheme, suffixes are added to the end, infixes are inserted i
other morphemes, and circumfixes are attached -to another morpheme
the beginning and end. Following are examples of each of these:
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2.1. INTRODUCTION

In linguistics, morphology is the study of words, how they are formed,
and their relationship to other words in the same language. It analyzes the
structure of words and parts of words, such as stems, root words, prefixes,
and suffixes. Morphology also looks at parts of speech, intonation and stress,
and the ways context can change a word's pronunciation and meaning.
Morphology differs from morphological typology, which is the classification
of languages based on their use of words, and lexicology, which is the study
of words and how they make up a language's vocabulary.

Morphology is the study of words. Morphemes are the minimal units of
words that have a meaning and cannot be subdivided further. There are
two main types: free and bound. Free morphemes: can occur alone and
il bound morphemes must occur with another morpheme. An example of a
" free morpheme is "bad", and an example of a bound morpheme is "ly." It is
bound because although it has meaning, it cannot stand alone. It must be

attached to another morpheme to produce a word.

While words, along with clitics, are generally accepted as being the
smallest units of syntax, in most languages, if not all, many words can be
related to other words by rules that collectively describe the grammar for
that language. For example, English speakers recognize that the words dog
ind dogs are closely related, differentiated only by the plurality morpheme

e e e

Morphology



The Structure of Modern English grammatical function (to identify grammatical structure)
(MA-Eng.-101) . . . . . . .
, example: it is claimed that in English a falling pitch. movement is

associated with statements, but a rising pitch turns a statement into a yes—

no question, as in He's going ?home?. This use of intonation is more typical
of American English than of British.

focusing (to show what information in the utterance is new and what
is already known)

example: in English [ saw a ?man in the garden answers “Whom did
you see?" or "What happened?", while I 7saw a man in the garden answers
"Did you hear a man in the garden?"

discourse function (to show how clauses and sentences go together in
spoken discourse}

example: subordinate clauses often have lower pitch, faster tempo and
narrower pitch range than their main clause, as in-the case of the ‘material
in parentheses in.The Red Planet (as it's known) is fourth from the sun”

psychological function (to organize speech into units that are easy to
perceive, memorize and perform)

example: the utterance "Youw can-have-it-in red blue:green yellow or
?black” is more difficult to understand and remember than the same
utterance divided into tone units as in "You can have it in ?red | ?blue |
?green | ?yellow | or ?black”

indexical function (to act as a marker of personal or social identity)

example: group membership can be indicated by the use of intonation
patterns adopted specifically by that group, such as street vendors or
preachers. The so-called high rising terminal, where a statement ends with
a high rising pitch movement, is said to be typical of younger speakers of
English, and possibly to be more widely found among young female
speakers. ’

It is not known whether such a list would apply to other languages
without alteration.




She's such a nuisance, isn't y\she?

I failed the test because I didn't revise, didy I?

It doesn't seem to bother him much, doesy it?
Exclamations

How nice ofy you!

That's just what I yneed!

You don'ty say!

What a beautifuly voice!

That's a ysurprise!

Rising Intonation ()

(The pitch of the voice rises at the em:lj of a sentence.)
Rising:intonation invites the speaker to'continue talking.

It is'normally used with yes/no questions, and question' tags that are
real questions.

Yes/no Questions

(Questions that can be answered by 'yés’ or 'no’.)
Do you like your new steacher?

Have you finished jalready?

May 1 borrow your sdictionary?

Do you have any smagazines?

Do you sell sstamps?

Questions tags that show uncertainty and require an answer (real
questions).

We've met already, shaven't we?
You like fish, sdon't you?

You're a new student jaren't you?
The view is beautiful, sisn't it?

We sometimes use a combination of rising and falling intonation in the
same sentence.

The combination is called Rise-Fall or Fall-Rise intonation.

Functions

All vocal languages use pitch pragmatically in intonation—for instance
for emphasis, to convey surprise or irony, or to pose a question. Tonal
languages such as Chinese and Hausa use intonation in addition to using
pitch for distinguishing words. Many writers have attempted to produce a
list of distinct functions of intonation. Perhaps the longest was that of W.R.
Lee, who proposed ten. J.C. Wells and E. Couper-Kuhlen both put forward
six functions. Wells's list is given below; the examples are not his:

attitudinal function (for expressing emotions and attitudes)

example: a fall from a high pitch on the 'mor’ syllable of "good morning”
suggests more excitement than a fall from a low pitch

Phonology




